Adrian (J.A.D.) Chapman ( - 2009)

A personal Memoriam by Colin Richardson
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Adrian was one of the birdwatching regulars around Dubai's Safa Park every Friday morning, where I first met him  in 1983. I was introduced to him along with the late Gerry Ricks by Mike West and we were the only active birdwatchers in Dubai at the time. In 1985 Adrian, Mike, Gerry & I formed the Dubai Natural History Group encouraged by Dr. Joe Platt, the Sheikh's wildlife adviser and we would receive patronage from Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid. 
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We were the core of the new DNHG and Adrian became the first bird representative for the group. Adrian was great company and very understanding, especially to my shortcomings as a birdwatcher. I had only been birdwatching for 3 or 4 years and Adrian guided me through several identification minefields, such as separating ducks in non-breeding plumage and identifying warblers on call and by shape. 
I remember when Adrian discovered the country's first Pied Flycatcher and the rarities committee at the time, based in the UK, thought this rather improbable. The bird was, after all, almost inseparable from the more-commonly occurring Semi-collared Flycatcher. When it was suggested to him that his bird be ascribed in the records as 'a Semi-collared Flycatcher showing the field characteristics of Pied Flycatcher' Adrian would have NONE of it - it was definitely a Pied Flycatcher, no discussion. He was a Yorkshireman after all! So the bird is written in stone as the First record of Pied Flycatcher in Arabia. Adrian was also the first birder to put on record Hen Harrier, Golden Eagle, Black-winged Pratincole, Temminck's Horned Lark, Icterine Warbler and Tree Sparrow in the United Arab Emirates. 
In 1988 Adrian and I authored a paper entitled Bird Migration Patterns through Dubai 1984 - 1988. Published in the journal Sandgrouse it was a ground breaker, compiled from our joint bird sightings, consisting of over 500 visits to Safa Park and Khor Dubai. What to some outsiders might have seemed like an obsessive dedication, this data formed the baseline for The Birds of the United Arab Emirates published 2 years later. 
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We attended the AGM of the Ornithological Society of the Middle East in 1988 and the UAE country contingent was one of the largest of any Middle East country attending. In 1992 with his friend Dave Robinson, Adrian co-wrote the country's best selling bird book. Entitled Birds of the Southern Gulf (later re-titled misleadingly Birds of Southern Arabia by the publisher to glean a wider sale!) it has been reprinted many times, being the top-selling book of the Motivate Publishing series of coffee-table glossies. 
When we first met Adrian had told me of his Merchant Navy background and he seemed perfectly qualified to represent Lloyds Register of Shipping in the UAE. His connections at the port, along with Gerry's position as computer manager at Port Rashid, enabled us to do a couple of birdwatching 'jollys' in the harbour-master's boat around the port., which usually involved a few scrapes with authority, including approaching too close to an American navy ship in the dry dock! We always had the most enjoyable times when a boat trip was involved. In the winter of 1986 and again in 1989 we hired a fishing launch to visit one of the world's largest Socotra Cormorant colonies, on Siniyah Island in the northern Emirates. 
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On at least two occasions we travelled by boat to Sir Baniyas Island, in Abu Dhabi Emirate, where we met the rest of the natural history team. We travelled with the late Bish Brown, the country's foremost naturalist and first curator of the natural history museum in Abu Dhabi, and we spent several days studying the birds and other wildlife on that amazing island zoo. Adrian, as expected, was completely at home on this desert island, seeing many new species and sharing his amusing experiences over an Arab feast most evenings.
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Adrian was a disciplined note-taker and the bird records he sent to me as the Recorder punctually every month for more years than I can remember, are of great historic and scientific value and are to be lodged in the UAE government archives.

In a social environment, Adrian was in his element. He made friends easily and everyone liked him. Whether it was in the local pubs of Abu Dhabi, the annual natural history dance or its weekend activities, Adrian was the centre of attention. 
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He enjoyed everyone's company and a day out in the mountains or desert was a big social event, with a picnic under a tree, accompanied by a few cold beers. 
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I remember several times, after he moved to Abu Dhabi, he would stay in my spare room. On one occasion he knocked on my bedroom door after we had both retired and said he couldn’t sleep. A light was on somewhere and he needed complete darkness. We soon discovered I had left the outside light on in the car port and after switching it off, all was fine and we returned to bed! During my frequent overnight stays at Adrian's home, I always remember the hospitality, especially the fried breakfasts. Life seemed perfect.

We never lost touch and I received emails, letters and cards from him wherever he went: Abu Dhabi, Yorkshire, Hong Kong and latterly the Philippines. He always seemed to be enjoying life and I will miss him a lot. He was a great friend.

[I have scanned a selection of photos from the period 1985 - 1992, mostly during Adrian's time in Dubai. You might recognise many of his family and friends, including his first wife Veronica, daughter Lara, Mike West, Dave Robinson, Bish Brown, Mel Smethurst, Steve Turner, Carolyn Lehman, Martin Pitt and many others.] 
