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National Avian Research Center
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There have been some anxious enquiries about the apparent non-
appearance of the 1993 Emirates Bird Report. Had they missed it? Had
it been lost in the post? Neither was the case. This year’s edition had
simply taken rather longer than usual to compile, due to the huge (very
welcome!) numbers of records received and the enthusiasm by a
dedicated band of birders-cum-publishers in trying to raise the standard
of the 1993 report. A welcome addition to the Checklist in this edition
are charts, graphs and tables which liven it up and help to make sense
of some of our often rather random observations. There are tables
showing the full results of our waterfowl counts in January and
September. Such counts cannot be achieved without the help of many
volunteers who can only be imposed on once or twice a year for such a
monumental effort. Regular counts need to be undertaken at least
monthly in order to gain a better understanding of the needs of
shorebirds as they pass through the region in their vast numbers. The
National Avian Research Center realises the importance of this and is
planning to undertake more regular counts as well as other scientific
studies of the country’s important wetlands, many of which are critcally
threatened.
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The Emirates Bird Records Committee was formed in 1993 and the first meetiing was held
on 17th October 1993 in Abu Dhabi under the chairmanship of Erik Hirschfeld. (However
Erik had to retire in November 1994 on return to his native Sweden. Colin Richardson is
looking after the business of the Committee until a new Chairman is elected.) Other
Committee members are Colin Richardson (Secretary), Simon Aspinall, John Bannon and
Steve James. The EBRC will assess rare bird reports in the United Arab Emirates and
periodically review a number of old reports. The country’s bird records will remain in the
care of Colin Richardson, while Steve James will receive records on behalf of the Emirates
Natural History Group.

All observer’s correspondance should be addressed to the Emirates Bird Records Committee
(EBRC), P.O. Box 50394, Dubai, UAE. Tel/Fax Dubai (+971 4) 313378

The most recent list of UAE species, published in Tribulus 1:2 (Richardson & Richardson
1991) will continue as the country’s official list, forming the basis for future additions and
updates. The Committee will meet three times a year and publish its decisions in this journal
annually. Recent (1994) decisions are published later in the report.

Recording procedures

The Committee agreed the following criterion regarding reporting procedures:

A description may be sought by the EBRC in the case of the observer reporting a new species (or
subspecies) to the UAE, those species with less than 10 records in the last 10 years, or those species
where identification criteria is problematical. In addition, confirmation may be required from
observers should the species concemed be unseasonal, reported in unusual numbers, breeding
behaviour (for non-breeding species) or any other unusual behaviour.

It appears from records that some species are not as rare as previously thought (ie Honey
Buzzard, Montagu’s Harrier, Great Knot, Plain Leaf Warbler) and in some cases it is the
case that where a species was previously thought common, it is in fact rarely reported
reliably (ie Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Greylag Goose, Steppe Eagle, Short-eared Owl). Also due
to the increasing skills of some observers, both residents and visitors, the Committee would
look at each rare report on its individual merit, occasionally relaxing the need for a
description, but retain the right to request a description in most cases.

A full list of species requiring a description follows in the next section.
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Species requiring a description by the observer
Species which require a description by the observer are as follows:
(Rare Bird Report Forms, available from Colin Richardson, should be used wherever

possible!)

Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Jouanin's Petrel
Flesh-footed Shearwater
Wedge-tailed Shearwater
Wilson's Storm-Petrel
Leach’s Storm-Petrel
Red-footed Booby
Masked Booby

Brown Booby

White Pelican

Dalmatian Pelican
Bittern

Indian Pond Heron
Black Stork

Mute Swan

Bewick's Swan
White-fronted Goose
Greylag Goose

Ruddy Shelduck

Cotton Teal

Marbled Teal
Red-crested Pochard
Red-breasted Merganser
Crested Honey Buzzard
Black-shouldered Kite
Brahminy Kite

Pallas’s Fish Eagle
Griffon Vulture

Hen Harrier

Dark Chanting Goshawk
Goshawk

Levant Sparrowhawk
Steppe Buzzard

Lesser Spotted Eagle
Steppe Eagle

Imperial Eagle

Golden Eagle

Merlin

Lanner Falcon

Saker Palcon

Peregrine Fawcon

Little Crake

Baillon’s Crake
White-breasted Waterhen
Purple Gallinule

Common Crane
Demoiselle Crane
Oriental Pratincole
Black-winged Pratincole
Little Pratincole

Kittlitz's Plover

Dotterel

Golden Plover

Sociable Plover

Knot

Red-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint

Great Snipe

Woodcock

Grey Phalarope

Great Skua

White-eyed Gull
Sabine's Gull
Brown-headed Gull
Common Gull

Roseate Tern

Sooty Tern

Black Tern

Lesser Noddy
Coronetted Sandgrouse
Spotted Sandgrouse
Black-bellied Sandgrouse
Woodpigeon

Eastern Turtle Dove
Namaqua Dove

Indian Koel

Bruce’s Scops Ow/
Scops Owl

Long-eared Owl/
Short-eared Owl/
Egyptian Nightjar
Alpine Swift

Little Swift
Grey-headed Kingfisher
White-breasted Kingfisher
Pied Kingfisher
White-throated Bee-eater
Bar-tailed Desert Lark
Small Skylark
Temminck’'s Horned Lark
Crag Martin

Blyth's Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit
Forest Wagtail

Black Bush Robin
Thrush Nightingale
Eversmann's Redstart
Pied Stonechat
Finsch's Wheatear
White-crowned Black Wheatear
Ring Ouzel

Blackbird

Eye-browed Thrush
Fieldfare

Redwing

Mistle Thrush

Cetti's Warbler

River Warbler
Moustached Warbler
Blyth's Reed Warbler
Icterine Warbler
Hume's Lesser Whitethroat
Greenish Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Dusky Warbler
Radde's Warbler
Bonelli's Warbler
Blue-and-white Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Bay-backed Shrike
Black Drongo

Wattled Starling

Dead Sea Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch

Brambling

Goldfinch

Siskin

Linnet

Yellowhammer
White-capped Bunting
Cinereous Bunting
Rustic Bunting

Little Bunting
Yellow-breasted Bunting
Reed Bunting
Red-headed Bunting

Emirates Bird Report 1993
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Contributers to the Systematic list
There are not many resident birdwatchers in the United Arab Emirates, and all
are expatriates, so visiting individuals and groups provide a large proportion of each year’s
records. Their records form the backbone of the Checklist and the most interesting
sightings are credited to the observer/s.
There is still much to be learnt about the true status of many of the scarcer species and
new information on the more common ones is always being added to the pool of
knowledge. Many inexperienced birdwatchers, usually with a keen eye for detail, have
provided sightings in their gardens often turning up new breeding information, particularly
escaped and potential feral species. The UAE is fast becoming a magnet for birdwatching
tourists, turning their eyes to Arabia for new and exciting birds in a relatively unexplored
landscape. Many of the people listed below only spent a few days in the Emirates, but were
thoughtful enough to pass their records on, and for that we are grateful.
Last, and most importantly, our thanks go to the keen regular birders, providing regular
records from their favourite patches often rewarded by a rarity or a first record for the

country. Well done to all of you! Having said, that we apologise if any names have been
inadvertantly left out of the list.

Peter Adhemar
Simon Aspinall
John K.Bannon
Teri Bailey
Graham Clarkson
Rona Dennis
Jochen Dierschke
Gary Feulner
Eric Flack

Jim Footitt
Christian Gross
Jim Hart

Peter Hellyer
Erik Hirschfeld
Jenny Hollingworth (JHo)
Sarah Howlett
Brian Hunter

Steve James

Nigel S.Jarrett

Marijcke Jongbloed

Matti Kapanen

Dr.Reza Khan

Eric List

Heikki Luoto

Martin McGill

David Milner

Patrick Murphy

Natur Studien-reisen (NSR)
Roger & Kate Osborne (RKO)
Patrick Osborne

Dave Paynter

Charles Pilcher

Rob Quested

Robert Read (RR)

Len Reaney
Cheryl Remple
Colin Richardson
R.A. Richardson (RAR)
Jane Robertson
Andrew Ross
Antero Topp
Tapio Tuomenoja
Steve Turner
Heikki Virtanen
Maarten Verhage
John Wollett
Mike Wood.
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Gazeteer of sites referred to in the Systematic List

The gazeteer lists all sites, without distinguishing the important ones, where either large
numbers or rare birds regularly occur. The following sites are regularly watched
(sometimes daily, but at least monthly) and produce the vast majority of birds logged.
Most are described in detail in The Birds of the United Arab Emirates (Richardson 1990).

ABU DHABI AREA

Bateen Wood

Mushref palace gardens

Eastern lagoon

Western Road lagoon

Al Wathba camel track and woods

DUBAI AREA
Khor Dubai

Zabeel fish ponds
Emirates golf course

SHARJAH AREA
Ramtha tip

RAS AL KHAIMAH
Hamraniyah fields

Al Jazeerah Khor
Dhayah mangroves
Wadi Bih

AL AIN AREA
Ain al Faydah
Jebel Hafit

EAST COAST Al Ain sewage/compost plant
Khor Kalba and surrounds camel race track
Ras Dibba hanging gardens (Mahdah)
Dibba beach and plain
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Map of the UAE showing locations of sites mentioned in the report.
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The gazeteer lists all sites mentioned in the Systematic List and in most of the articles in this
report. The grid references are shown on the map on the previous page, and follow those used
by the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Arabia (ABBA) project.

Abu al Abyadh, Abu Dhabi (TB25)
ABU DHABI (UA25)
Ain al Faydah, Abu Dhabi (VB25)
AJMAN (VA27)
Al Ain (VB25)
Al Bu Khoosh, Abu Dhabi (TA27)
Al Dhafra, Abu Dhabi (SB25)
Al Ghar lake, Abu Dhabi (UB25)
Al Jazeerah Khor. RAK (VB28)
Al Kharran, RAK (VB28)
Al Habab, Dubai (VB27)
Al Hayer, Abu Dhabi (VB26)
Al Rifaa, Umm al Quwain (VB28)
Al Wathba, Abu Dhabi (UB25)
Awir, Dubai (VA27)
Bab, Abu Dhabi (TB24)
Bahrani Island, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Balghelam Island, AD (UB26)
Bateen airbase, AD (UA25)
Bateen Wood, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Baynunah, Abu Dhabi (SB24)
Beidah dump, UAQ (VB28)
Bida Zayed, Abu Dhabi (TB24)
Bidiyah,Fujeirah (WA27)
Bu Asiba, Abu Dhabi (UB23)
Bu Hasa, Abu Dhabi (TA24)
Buraimi, Oman (VB25)
Bu Tinah, Abu Dhabi (TA26)
Creek golf course, Dubai (VA27)
Das Island (SB27)
Delma Is., Abu Dhabi (SA25/26)
Digdaga, Ras al Khaimah (VB28)
Dhabiyah, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Dhadnah, East Coast (WA27)
Dhaid, Sharjah (VB27)
Dhayah, Ras al Khaimah (WA28)
Daftah, RAK (WA27)
Dibba, East Coast (WA28)
DUBAI (VA27)
Eastern lagoon, AD (UA25)
Emirates golf crse, Dubai (VA27)
Falaj al Mualla, UAQ (VB27)
Fujeirah National dairy farm,
Dibba (WA28)
Fossil valley
(Sayh Huwayyah) (VB25)
FUJEIRAH (WA27)
Ghaghah Is., Abu Dhabi (RB25)
Ghalilah, Ras al Khaimah (WA28)
Ghantoot, Abu Dhabi (UB26)
Ghayathi, Abu Dhabi (SB24)
Halaylah Island, RAK (WA28)
Hamraniyah, RAK (VB28)

Hamriyah, Sharjah (VB27)

Hatta, Dubai (WA26)

Jazeera al Hamrah, RAK (VB28)
Jazeerat Selahah, AD (SB25)
Jebel Ali, Dubai (VA27)

Jebel Ali hotel, Dubai (VA26)
Jebel Buhays, Sharjah (VB27)
Jebel Dhanna, Abu Dhabi (SB25)
Jebel Faiyah, Sharjah (VB27)
Jebel Hafit, Abu Dhabi (VB25)
Jebel Qatar, Oman (VB25)

Jebel Rawdah, Oman (VB26)
Jumeirah, Dubai (VA27)

Kafai Island, Abu Dhabi ((RB26)
Kalba, Sharjah (WA27)
Khalidiyah spit, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Khasab, Musandam (WA29)
Khatmat Malaha, Sharjah (WA26)
Khor al Beidah, UAQ (VB28)
Khor Dubai, Dubai (VA27)

Khor Fakkan, East Coast (WA27)
Khor Kalba, East Coast (WA27)
Khor Khan, Sharjah (VA27)

Khor Midfaq, UAQ (VB28)
Khutwa, Oman (WA25)

Lima Rock, Musandam (WA28)
Liwa, Abu Dhabi (TB23)

Madam plain, Sharjah (VB26)
Mafraq, Abu Dhabi (UA25
Mahdah, Oman (VB25)

Marbad, Ajman (WA27)

Masafi (WA27)

Mirfa, Abu Dhabi (TA25)
Murawah Island, AD (TA25)
Musandam, Oman (WA28)
Mushref Pal.gardens, AD (UA25)
Mushrif Park, Dubai (VA27)
Mussafah, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
North Yasat Is., Abu Dhabi (SA25)
Nadd al Sheba golf course (VA27)
Qarn al Esh, Abu Dhabi (TA25)
Qarnayn Island (SB26)

Qarn Nazwa, Sharjah (VB26)
Qaser Salahah, Abu Dhati (TB25)
Rams, Ras al Khaimah (WA28)
Ramtha tip, Sharjah (VA27)

Ras al Akhdar, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
RAS AL KHAIMAH (vVB28)

Ras Dibba, Fujeirah (WA28)

Ras Ghanada, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Ras Ghumais, Abu Dhabi (RB25)
Remah, Abu Dhabi (VA25)
Rugheilat Farm, Fujeirah (WA27)

Ruwais, Abu Dhabi (SB25)
Ruwayah, Dubai (VA27)
Safa Park, Dubai (VA27)
Samaha, Abu Dhabi (UB26)
SHARJAH (VA27)
Sir Bani Yas Is., Abu Dhabi (SB25)
South Yasat Is., Abu Dhabi (RB25)
Shuwaib, Abu Dhabi (VB26)
Shuweihat, Abu Dhabi (SA25)
Suweihan, Abu Dhabi (VA25)
Sila, Abu Dhabi (RB25)
Siniyah Island, UAQ (VB28)
Sir Bani Yas, Abu Dhabi (SB25)
Tarif, Abu Dhabi (TB25)
Tayibah, Fujeirah (WA27)
Thumayriyah, Abu Dhabi (TA25)
Umm Amin, Abu Dhabi (TA25)
Umm al Fayarrin,

Musandam (WB29)
Umm al Kirkum (SB25)
UMM AL QUWAIN (VB28)
Ummus Saqeem, Dubai (VA27)
Umm Shaif, Abu Dhabi (TA27)
Wadi Agran, Oman (WA25)
Wadi Baraq (WA27)
Wadi Bih, Ras al Khaimah (WA28)
Wadi Fay, Hatta (WA26)
Wadi Ghayl, Fujeirah (WA27)
Wadi Hayl, Fujeirah (WA27)
Wadi Khabb Shamsi,

Musandam (WA28)
Wadi Midfah, UAQ (VB28)
Wadi Qhafi, Oman (WA26)
Wadi Shawkat, RAK (WA27)
Wadi Sharm, Omary (WA26)
Wadi Shih, East Cbast (WA27)
Wadi Sumayni, Oman (VB26)
Wadi Tawi Yaeen, Fujeirah (VB28)
Wadi Uyaynah, Fujeirah (WA27)
Western Road, Abu Dhabi (UA25)
Yasat Islands,

Abu Dhabi (RB/SA25)
Zabeel fish ponds, Dubai (VA27)
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Review of the Year 1993
by Colin Richardson

Another remarkable birding year, with 309 species listed over the 12 month period.
Amongst this figure are 5 new species for the country, plus seven recorded only once before.
Some of the new species were long predicted, as in the case of Golden Plover and Black
Tern which were just waiting for a good substantiated report, from someone who was
fortunate enough to be there at the right moment. The same could apply to Blyth’s Pipit,
a species we have wrestled with for years. Many a strange Richard’s Pipit has been reported
in late autumn and with the benefit of hindsight, some were probably Blyth’s Pipit.
Nevertheless a relatively difficult bird to identify and many will sympathise with Steve James’
story told on page 110. We are proud to have it on the UAE list, ahead of most other Gulf
states.
Of the other two new ones, Greenish Warbler (of the sub-species nitidus, sometimes known
as Green Warbler) might have been expected, it being a typical long-distance migrant and
on the potential list for years. However Cetti’s Warbler was more of a surprise, particularly
as it was in song in ideal reedbed habitat. Runners up to the above, and in order of their
occurrence, were White-breasted Kingfisher (2nd record), White-fronted Goose (3rd), Dead
Sea Sparrow (2nd), Black-winged Pratincole (2nd & 3rd), Black-shouldered Kite (3rd), Knot
(2nd), Koel (3rd), Mute Swan (2nd) and Cotton Teal (3rd). Black Terns (1st & 2nd) were
seen in April and October, while of Blyth’s Pipit, the number of records reached three by
mid November embracing a total of seven birds.
The UAE list by the end of 1993 stood at a mouth-watering 395 (including 11 feral breeding
species), and was set to break the 400 barrier in 1994.

JANUARY
A few good birds from December lingered on into 1993, with the most colourful

being the White-breasted (Smyrna) Kingfisher at Ramtha tip in Sharjah, only the 2nd record
of this Asian species, an Eastern rubirostris Greylag Goose on the ornamental pond at Safa
Park (apparently the only wild goose wintering in the country) and over 50 Black-necked
Grebes on the vast sewage lagoons at Ramtha.
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Otherwise rather a dull month birdwise, with the early part of the month devoted to
waterfowl counts at a time when migrant waders are at their least active. Temperatures
fluctuated between 20-25°C for most of the month and the year started calm and clear after
some heavy showers on New Year’s eve. The first interesting sighting came on January 2nd
when an unseasonal male Lesser Kestrel was found by a German tour group in Wadi Bih.
Four Sociable Plovers were in their favourite habitat, a ploughed field at Hamraniyah also
on 2nd, where they remained until 20th while six (possibly resident?) Spanish Sparrows were
discovered nearby. The weather was a little unsettled in mid month and there were further
rain showers on 9th, 15th and 20th, and this may have encouraged the arrival of a couple
of White-tailed Plovers which turned up, one each at Ramtha on 15th and Al Wathba on
23rd. Also at Al Wathba on 20th, a Ruddy Shelduck, only the 10th UAE record while on
17th, two Small Skylarks flew over Khor Dubai, making a first ever appearance in the
Emirate.

The annual Asian Waterfowl Census carried out on January 7th revealed a number of
interesting congregations, including a respectable 31 Spoonbill at Khor Dubai, 21 Great
White Egret at the Zabeel fish ponds, 3 Ferruginous Duck and 24 Whiskered Tern at
Ramtha lagoons and finally 510 Crab Plover, 1124 Lesser Sand Plover, 21 Great Knot and
95 Terek Sandpiper at Khor al Beidah.

FEBRUARY

After rather a hot start to the month with temperatures reaching 30°C on 2nd,
they soon dropped to the more seasonal 25°C for the following few weeks. Winter visitors
are more active in February, and some good birds for the first half of the month included
a Black Kite, a Booted Eagle and two Spotted Eagles at Zabeel, six Avocets at Al Wathba
sewage pools, seven Bimaculated Larks and six Red-throated Pipits at the nearby camel track
and a Squacco Heron at Ramtha. The very skulking White-breasted Waterhen, which
everyone thought had long gone, appeared again at Ramtha for the last time on 7th. It had
stayed for 3 months, hiding in thick reeds, and only 3 birders had actually managed to see
it over the period!
Eastern Pied Wheatears left their wintering sites early this year probably in advance of the
impending storm, and the last bird was seen at Qarn Nazwa on 19th.
A massive heat build-up, peaking at 35°C on 23rd, eventually broke in the evening with an
overnight thunderstorm which had the effect of dampening most birding activities for the
day. However this freak weather also brought a fall of migrants on 25th, with Pied
Wheatears most in evidence, with over 10 together at some sites. A Redwing showed itself
briefly at Al Ain on 25th, while at Abu al Abyadh four Hypocolius were the stars for a few
days from 25th, with a Merlin grabbing some attention on 27th. The storm had jolted
migration off to a good start with the appearance of Woodchat Shrikes, Grey Wagtails and
Hoopoes at most sites towards the end of the month. In Dubai 570 Broad-billed Sandpipers
were found at the Khor on 21st. A very early Cuckoo was seen near Dibba on 28th and on
the same day a pair of Corn Buntings were mating on a wire over the fields at Hamraniyah.
This was the highest breeding evidence recorded to date in the country and is a positive sign
of their ability to colonise new sites (and countries) in the wake of their rejection of the
intensive farming methods of western Europe. Sixteen, the year’s highest count of White-
collared Kingfisher were found at Khor Kalba on 27th, while nearby, five Indian Pond
Herons were feeding around the exposed mangroves in the khor, the only regular wintering
site of this species.
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MARCH

Undoubtedly the busiest month of the year for birds and birding. The main
attraction of March is the variety of migrant wheatears, pipits, shrikes and warblers which
occur, many of which are absent in autumn. 1993 came up to the usual standard.
Nighttime temperatures rarely dropping below 15°C for most of the month, and except for
a brief heatwave on 8th & 9th, when temperatures rose to over 34°C, the daytime
temperatures soon settled down to average 26°C for the rest of the month, and it remained
calm and clear with no rain at all. This was ideal weather for bird migration, though nothing
lingered for long.
Lesser Kestrels moved along the western edge of the mountains, congregating at the
Hamraniyah fields, already numbering 24 by 1st March, while dozens of Spanish Sparrows
were easy to find at their colony, leaving no doubt as to their breeding status. Three more
Ruddy Shelducks were found on 6th, this time at Ramtha, while on Abu al Abyadh Island,
two Hypocolius remained until 2nd, with two Short-eared Owis turning up on 3rd and
several Merlins about the same time. What a pity this island is so remote! By mid-month
Pale Rock Sparrows were being reported everywhere, peaking at an extraordinary 1,000 at
Al Ain on 16th. On the same day, eight species of wheatear were found in the Al Ain area,
including a Finsch’s Wheatear at Fossil Valley. Others on passage included Pied, Black-eared,
Desert and Red-tailed Wheatear. Small Skylarks were reported from Abu Dhabi, Al Wathba
and Abu al Abyadh during most of the month, giving many a chance to sort out this rather
elusive species. By the last week reports were coming in from Das Island (hats off to Messrs.
Reaney and Wood) of Little Swift, Red-breasted and Semi-collared Flycatcher and the rarely
seen Crag Martin, while lucky ornithologists from NARC, stationed on some of the other
islands were finding record flocks of Great Knot (227 on 22nd), a singing Dead Sea Sparrow
on Murawah and a Cinereous Bunting on Abu al Abyadh. Other Cinereous Buntings were
reported from Al Ain, including two found just outside the UAE, the first record for Oman.
By the last few days of the month White-throated Robins and Hume’s Lesser Whitethroat
were arriving in good numbers, heralding a potentially good April to come.

APRIL

Early April continued in a similar pattern to late March for the first few days, with
‘White-throated Robins and Redstarts passing through at a steady pace by mid month. Most
resident species were at the peak of their nesting activity, with egg-laying by Black-winged
Stilts and Red-wattled Lapwing completed and young already hatched of Kentish Plover,
Hoopoe, Crested Lark and Great Grey Shrike. Spanish Sparrows were feeding young during
the first week of the month, while at Hamraniyah fields the Lesser Kestrel flock peaked at
an extraordinary high of 97 between 2nd and 4th, the greatest numbers ever recorded in the
country. Individual Namaqua Doves made brief appearances on Das Island at the beginning
and end of the month. Three Caspian Plovers and two very early juvenile Cream-coloured
Coursers turned up on Halaylah Island, enjoyed by the tour group who could not believe
their luck at happening to be there at the time. A late White-tailed Plover was seen by a few
people at Kalba early in the month, while a random count of Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse on
4th at the rapidly shrinking pool in Wadi Bih revealed a healthy local population of about
150 birds. A Black Tern in breeding plumage was seen flying along the shoreline at Kalba
on 8th, the first for the country and at last on the UAE list! One of the only Semi-collared
Flycatchers of 1993 was found by chance in a busy plot of bushes near the desert coast at
Hamriyah. It was accompanied by two Black-headed Buntings, two Nightingales, 20 Willow
Warblers, 10 Blackcaps and six Redstarts! One or two Small Skylarks were monitored by
the NARC station on Abu al Abyadh until 18th, while in Abu Dhabi on 17th a Green
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Warbler was a reward for Steve James, whose report was accepted, and so logging it for the
first time in the country. Eversmann’s Redstarts were found on the usual inaccessible islands,
with one at Abu al Abyadh on 13th and another on Das Island on 27th. One wonders if this
was the same bird?! With temperatures hoverimg around 30°C for most of the month, the
winter seemed far behind. A hot spell, peaking at 38°C, accompanied by almost windless

‘conditions from 20th to 22nd brought about a flurry of last minute migration, particularly

of Yellow Wagtails, Rock Thrushes, Isabelline Wheatears and Ortolan Buntings. Das Island
turned up two Hypocolius on 26th, only one of two spring records for 1993. After a dry
month, clouds built up from 26th and drizzle started to fall on 28th.

MAY

The weather moved into summer mode, turning very hot and dry, with no rain
recorded throughout the month. Of migrants, Marsh Warbler passage built up to a peak,
with over 100 at the Emirates golf course on 18th, along with one of many late Sedge
Warblers. Golden Orioles were still a delight at a number of sites, whilst a Moustached
Warblex (6th record) made a surprising appearance at Abu al Abyadh on 17/18th. At Siniyah
Island a pair of Lesser Short-toed Larks were found feeding young, the first time this species
had been found breeding in the country for 20 years, while even further north, a Long-
legged Buzzard and an oversummering Montagu’s Harrier were enjoying the man-made
irrigated fields at Hamraniyah. Also at Hamraniyah, Indian Rollers, Little Green and
European Bee-eaters, Hoopoes and Turtle Doves were present in their hundreds in just 500
hectares of man-made parkland. This habitat produced a surprising new breeding species;
Starlings with recently fledged young were found on 28th, their only known breeding site in
Arabia. Many observers reported extraordinary build-ups of Cream-coloured Coursers at
sheltered lagoons, including 49 at inland pools near Ruwayah on 24th and an exceptional 100
at Khor al Beidah from 26-28th. On coastal shorelines from mid-month, particularly at Umm
al Quwain and Kalba there were several reports of odd-looking terns, which appeared to be
a mixture of Common Tern and White-cheeked, the adults having black bills and silver grey
wings. Could these be Common Terns of the longipennis (Asiatic) race, or possibly even
tibetanus? Clearly more studies are needed of these tricky subspecies. On Das Island, our
trusty observers reported a Little Swift on 28th, only the 7th record. Perhaps the heat had
something to do with it - temperatures in the northern Emirates reached a scorching 49°C
on the 28th, and the summer was only just beginning.

a Moustached Warbler made an appearane at Abu al Abyadh Island on 17th May,
seen by a member of the National Avian Research Center, stationed there

1



12

Emirates Bird Report: 18

JUNE
June was very quiet for land birds, with migration virtually over and the best that

birdwatchers could hope for would be to keep an eye on the sea. This worked for one
observer on 11th at Umm al Quwain where an estimated 78,000 Soootra Cormor.ants
appeared from behind the main breakwater and after 20 minutes o'f ﬂymg past in a
continuous stream they proceeded to fish about half a mile offshore; an incredible sight. .A
rather late Red-necked Phalarope was reported from the Emirates golf course on 7th, while
early in the month Little Bitterns were again found in the reed beds at Ramtha,. though no-
one has yet found proof of them breeding there. It must be only a matter of time.
Excitement in Abu Dhabi when a colony of 570 Greater Flamingo were found with eggs at
Al Ghar on 7th, hatching a few days later. This was the first breeding record in Arabia' since
1922, making it more of a disaster when human disturbance destroyed the colony within the
week, and local government authorities bulldozed the site shortly afterwards. Another sad
tale of conservation attitudes in the country. :
With temperatures hovering around the 40-45°C mark for most of the month, birdwatching
was a sweaty task, but for the adventuresome there were still birds to be found. Barbary
Falcons were present at several nest sites, including the ’hanging gardens’ escarpment at
Jebel Qatar, where permanent pools attracted birds from miles around, including family
parties of Yellow-throated Sparrow and flocks of Trumpeter Finch, one of few site they can
be found in summer. A dead Lanner Falcon was lying beside the road at Al Rifaa, in an area
where live ones had been reported on previous years, and in Wadi Bih Bonelli’s Eagles were
regularly hawking above the crags. Several people took advantage of George Chapman’s
hospitality, whose cottage and grounds at Al Kharran (Ras al Khaimah) held at lez?st one
pair of Bruce’s Scops Owl, which were showing off their young in an old ghaf tree beside the
swimming pool. Black-crowned Finch Lark with their young started invading shaded desert
pools, including Ruwayah where 500 were counted on 25th. There was an invasion too of
Hoopoe Larks at the Emirates golf course on 25th when 12 were found on the fairways,
somewhat of a record for this insular species.

High above 600 metres, on the mountain plateaux east of Ras Al Khaimah, Chukar,
Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse, Hume’s Wheatear, Scrub Warbler and House Bunting were active
throughout the month, some in full song, probably raising a second or third brood in the
cool conditions.

JULY

In July the temperature continued around the 38-42°C range, while the cool south-
west monsoon was having a far reaching effect on the birdlife offshore in the Arabia Sea.
Khor Kalba was a good place to watch Sooty Gulls, 100’s of non-breeders were lounging on
the beach for most of July, while non-breeding Common, White-cheeked and Lesser Crested
Tern were present at nearby roosts. The UAE East Coast is strictly outside the range of
most visiting petrels and shearwaters, but persistant seawatching usually turns up some
Andubon’s Shearwaters and a few Wilson’s Storm Petrels in mid-summer, at a time when
there is little of interest to be found onshore.
On the 1st a third breeding site of Reed Warbler was discovered, at Ain al Faydah, while
a day later at Al Habab Blue-checked Bee-eaters were found feeding young at a new site
near Dubai. Little Bitterns were at the Zabeel fish ponds and at Ramtha throughout the
month; a regular summer visitor, but still not showing much interest in breeding in spite of
the excellent habitat at these sites. At least one Whiskered and one White-winged Black
Tern were also hunting over Ramtha lagoon while a surprise flyover on the 7th was a
Ferruginous Duck. The Emirates golf course was a good place to watch Black-crowned Finch
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Lark; at least 200 birds were there on 11th along with 5 Cream-coloured Coursers. Return
migration had set in by mid month, with Whimbrel being amongst the first to arrive,
emphasised by 20 at Khor Kalba on 15th.

AUGUST

This was the hottest month, with daytime temperatures reaching a peak of 45°C
for several days in mid month while nighttime temperatures rarely sank below a rather
steamy 32°C. Air conditions remained calm and dry throughout.
In spite of the heat, migration of several species proceeded apace, particularly shorebirds.
Two Caspian Plovers were a highlight for several days from 4th on Abu al Abyadh while four
Great Knot were also there to provide a bonus for those lucky enough to visit the island. As
on Abu al Abyadh, Das Island also hosted a number of interesting arrivals, which included
Black-headed Bunting from 1st, Rose-coloured Starlings from 7th and oddly, some early,
normally deep winter migrants Song Thrush and Starlings in the third week.
By mid month Green Sandpipers and Swallows were common everywhere, while European
Rollers, Short-toed Larks, Tree Pipits, Rock Thrushes and Isabelline Wheatears were found
at numerous sites from the third week. An unusual find at Khor Dubai on 19th was a
Demoiselle Crane, probably a genuine vagrant and only the fourth record. Of the colourful
long-stay autumn migrants, Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters were now common at Zabeel fish ponds
and on the East Coast, particularly south of Fujeirah and several Citrine Wagtails were
reported at Ramtha, Zabeel and Al Wathba from mid month.
A waterfowl count at Khor Dubai on 22nd revealed a huge build-up of waders, including
1,230 Kentish Plovers, 1,420 Lesser Sand Plovers, 2,880 Curlew Sandpipers and 327 Broad-
billed Sandpiper. Single White-tailed Plovers were enjoyed by a number of birders visiting
Al Wathba prison pools for several days throughout the month.
Several visits to a newly discovered ravine at Ghayl by Aspinall, Bannon, Hirschfeld and
Richardson from 20-29th revealed another surprise. A number of family parties of Pale Rock
Sparrows were active amongst the sparse vegetation in the ravine, which held just a trickle
of water; the second breeding record of the species in the country. One Bar-tailed Desert
Lark was found at an inland site north of Sweihan on several occasions, until last seen on the
19th, while a pair were found on a sandstone outcrop inland from Ghantoot on 21st, the
most northerly (perhaps breeding) record in the UAE. These presumably nomadic birds
were never located again in spite of searches during subsequent weeks.
The NARC station on Abu al Abyadh reported that 190 juvenile Crab Plovers were raised
at the country’s (and possibly the Gulf’s) largest breeding colony.
By the last few days of the month three Indian Pond Herons were already at their Khor
Kalba wintering site, while on Das Island a record flock of 23 Little Egrets passed over on
the 31st.
The month ended as it started, hot and humid.

SEPTEMBER

September continued hot and humid, with no rain and no sign of the end of the
summer. The prevailing north-westerly breeze usually developed by, mid morning on the
Arabian Gulf coast, easing conditions a little, while further inland daytime temperatures
reached 40°C most days, peaking at 45°C on 25th. These still conditions were not conducive
to migrants dropping in, so the month was relatively poor for birds compared to previous
years.
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Having said that, an elusive Icterine Warbler (7th record) was seen at Jebel Ali on 3rd, while
several Little Crakes were enjoyed by a number of observers at the Emirates golf course and
Al Wathba reedbeds during the month. In contrast, not seen by many were two Long—toed
Stints at Abu al Abyadh Island on 13th & 14th, also a favoured site of Great Knot which
peaked at 3 on 15th. An amazing passage of 27 Pintail Snipes was witnessed near the
Emirates golf course on 3rd, while a Great Snipe was present there for a few days from
18th. It looked like being another good winter for Pacific Golden Plover, with a well-watched
flock of over 60 present there from early in the month. Eastern Pied Wheatears were
reported from mid month near rocky outcrops and acacia plains, plus a good selection of
warblers such as Upcher’s, Olivaceous, Common and Desert Lesser Whitethroat. A female
White-throated Robin at the golf course from 27th was the only autumn sighting, and was
seen by only a few during its 2 week stay.

Meanwhile on Das Island, Messrs. Reaney and Wood were treated to an assemblage of
interesting migrants during the month, starting in the first half with White-tailed Plover,
Golden Orioles, Rose-coloured Starlings, up to 8 Yellow-throated Sparrows and small
numbers of Black-headed Buntings. The second half of the month was just as interesting with
up to 5 Common Rosefinches, 2 Stone Curlews, a Masked Shrike and 4 Hobbys causing
havoc amongst a peak in Sand Martin movement. The jewel of the month on Das was a
Cinereous Bunting on 30th.

Anyone fortunate enough to visit Delma Island in September, as Simon Aspinall was, would
have witnessed several Sooty Falcons actively pursuing autumn migrants, from at least 5 nest
sites. The rapid and insensitive development of the island continues to raise concern for the
future of this breeding species there.

OCTOBER

It was an interesting month for birds, as the weather began to play more of a part
in directing the migration routes of a number of species. The monsoon, dramatically affecting
the far south and east of Arabia ended and with it a change became perceptible over most
of the region. As high pressure built up over Asia, a north-easterly stream extending from
Tibet to the Gulf provided a high level air route for wayward migrants. This was certainly
the case with Blyth’s Pipit. Up to 3 arrived in Abu Dhabi from 12th and were well-studied
and photographed, and able to be compared with a couple of Richard’s Pipits conveniently
feeding nearby. This at last, was the first documented record of the species in Arabia. Other
eastern migrants reported early in the month included Olive-backed Pipits on at Al Wathba,
Safa Park and Bateen wood, a (Hume’s) Yellow-browed Warbler on Das Island and a Red-
breasted Flycatcher at the Jebel Ali Hotel. A Little Bunting (6th record) at Jebel Ali hotel
was reported by visitors from Finland, who were not immediately aware of its rarity value,
as it is rather a common bird back home!

a Red-breasted Flycatcher was at the Jebel Ali hotel grounds
on 8th October, a favourite site for this species

Emirates Bird Report: 18

An uncommon Bittern at Al Wathba camel track from 8th was in odd habitat, while a Black-
winged Pratincole (2nd record) at Al Ain camel track from the beginning of the month
caused a local rush, with some arriving just too late to see it. Three Great Snipe at the
Emirates golf course on 7th were even more elusive and came during peak passage of
Common, Pintail and Jack Snipe.

Another Black Tern (2nd record) was seen briefly on the East Coast on 13th. Meanwhile
on the Gulf coast by the third week an Egyptian Nightjar arrived in Abu Dhabi, Small
Skylarks were taking up winter territory in Al Wathba fields and a Hume’s Lesser
Whitethroat on Balghelam Island on 22nd proved that it does occur in autumn. Further
south and west a Cetti’s Warbler surprised Simon Aspinall when it started singing from the
reedbeds at Ruwais, ensuring itself of a place on the UAE list at last. Also making it on to
the UAE list was a Golden Plover at Al Wathba sewage on 30th, showing that perhaps some
of the old ’reports’ might have been correct after all.

NOVEMBER

The month started off dry and warm with little wind, daytime temperatures
reaching 35°C for most of the first half, dropping to an even more comfortable 29-30°C by
the last week. There were some localised storms from 14-17th but no measurable rain was
recorded throughout the month. Most days were clear and sunny, becoming overcast by the
20th.
There were some more interesting reports this month, continuing the season when birds are
guaranteed to occur well out of their normal range.
On the first day of the month two Bimaculated Larks were found at Al Ain camel track, 14
Hypocolius made a brief appearance at the Emirates golf course and a Merlin (8th record)
was seen on Das Island. This was a good start, followed quickly by an influx of Siskins at
several sites (greatest number for several years), a well-watched Bittern at Al Wathba camel
track from the 4th and four White-fronted Geese in the middle of Abu Dhabi on 5th. The
geese were to stay until the end of the year. More Hypocolius were found at Al Wathba on
the 7th, the Emirates golf course on the 16th and on Das Island on the 27th, making it an
exceptionally good year for the species. Meanwhile an injured Black-shouldered Kite was
taken for treatment to the Central veterinary hospital on 6th, but died before anyone could
add it to their year’s list! Another Little Bunting arrived on Das on the 7th and stayed for
most of the month, while at Al Wathba a Reed Bunting (4th record) was found on 19th, a
species rarely recorded in Arabia.
On the 9th a Knot (2nd record) was found amongst several hundred Great Knot at
Murawah Island, on the same day that a Long-toed Stint (8th record) was found at Al
Wathba. A few days later single Woodcocks were found at the Emirates golf course on the
13th and on Abu al Abyadh on 15th, only the 7th & 8th records. Also at the golf course on
the 13th, a female Koel (3rd record), appeared only for a few seconds but was never seen
again.
It was a good month for Aquila eagles, with several reports of the pale fulvescens subspecies
of Spotted Eagle present at Ramtha and Zabeel, Steppe Eagles in Dubai and Al Ain and
two Golden Eagles and an Imperial Eagle in the Baynunah area. Two Dotterels were also
found in Baynunah on 17th.
There was a small influx of rare Bramblings on Das Island, Al Wathba and Abu Dhabi island
from mid-month, while at the same time several Red-breasted Flycatchers were also seen
on the islands. Interesting waterfowl ended the month, starting with very brief views of a
Cotton Teal (3rd record) at the Emirates golf course on the 26th and finishing with the
arrival of a long-stay of a Great Crested Grebe at the reservoir at Ain al Faydah on 30th.
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DECEMBER
After November, December was rather dull. However there were a few highspots,

including a good selection of raptors around the Hamraniyah fields. Anyone visiting the area
would have seen Spotted Eagle, Bonell’s Eagle and Steppe Buzzard with a few harriers
always in attendance. A total of thirteen Lapwings were found at Hamraniyah and Al Ain,
making it an exceptional year for this rare visitor! At Al Wathba one or two Small Skylark
were usually found after a good search, while for many visiting birders up to five
Bimaculated Larks were a bonus there from the 2nd.

The weather remained warm and calm for most of the month, with temperatures ranging
from 25-29°C, until the 25th when a storm swept across the northern Emirates and heavy
rain fell for most of the afternoon.

Das Island was spoilt for choice, with a good selection of birds seen throughout the month,
including Common Rosefinch, a Robin (a rarity in Arabia), a beautiful male Eversmann’
Redstart from the 5th and a possible Greenish Warbler, which was first located on the island
in November. Another Merlin (8th record) was present on Abu al Abyadh on the 11th.
The month ended well with a number of interesting finds, including a well-studied Black-
winged Pratincole (3rd record) on Kalba beach (first reported as an Oriental Pratincole)
from the 29th and a Common Crane feeding with several White Storks at Al Ain camel race
track. The race track was alive with singing Corn Bunting, an occurrence which would persist
well into 1994 and raise the possibility of yet another new breeding species for the country.

Emirates Bird Report: 18

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED/MONTH - 1993
United Arab Emirates

228 237 234
250 214 209

197 F—

177
167
2004 164 154

106

JAN FEB MAR  APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP oCcT NOV DEC

Number of species recorded in the United Arab Emirates, month-by-month in 1993

grebes - terns

124 129

%0 121

204
100
80 .4
60 4o
40 44
20
0 H— Ly

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP

111
C 102 o5 106 o5 104
81
64 65

+ 1 } } 1
)5 i 1
oCcT NOV DEC

Number of non-passerine species recorded in the United Arab Emirates month-by-month in 1993

sandgrouse - buntings

114
10 113
8 102

i 7{d]
82 93 88

00 65 73 69
80 53

) 41

40

20

1 T L ¥ T ) T Lo =0 | :' ': :' ':

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP - OCT NovV DEC

Number of passerine/near passerine species recorded in the United Arab Emirates, month-by-month in 1993

)

17



18

Emirates Bird Report: 18

Systematic list of the Birds reported in 1993
Edited by Colin Richardson
Assisted by Erik Hirschfeld, Simon Aspinall and John Bannon

The list follows the taxonomic order of Vouss's List of Recent Holarctic Bird Specfes’ (19?5).
All records have been accepted by the Records Committee except those marked '#’, which are

awaiting assessment.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ‘ .
Local resident/winter visitor. Numbers are increasing annually, particularly since 1988 when

suitable new sites started to increase rapidly. ) |
BREEDING: Recorded at 8 sites. Resident at Zabeel fish ponds where nesting continued
through the winter months, with 14 birds including 2 freshly hatched young on 21 Jan. Many
still laying at the Zabeel fish ponds in autumn, with 3 eggs four.)d 28 Sep. Also nesting _at
Ramtha tip, where a maximum of 12 birds counted 19-27 Aug,. Ain al F?ydah, where 2 pairs
were resident throughout the year and Wadi Shih reservoir, with a maximum of 14 blrc!s on
29 Aug. Colonisation of the Emirates golf course lake commenced in January when a single
bird overwintered followed by a mate on 5 May. Breeding has since been confirmed.

3 wintered in Safa Park until March, one was at Nadd al Sheba golf course 6 Sep and at
least 3 were at Al Wathba prison pools in December.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus ' .
Vagrant, or perhaps rare winter visitor, inshore, although it has turned up at inland ponds
(as this bird did). .

#One was at Ain al Faydah 30 Nov-31 Dec (R.Read et al), present into 1994.

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis '
Regular winter visitor, though rather localised. Usually much less than 50 birds recorded
each winter. 1993 was above average.

WINTER/SPRING: 60 wintered at Ramtha lagoons, decreasing to 3 on 20 Mar and one on
6 Apr. Up to 8 at the Zabeel fish ponds until 13 Feb, one at the Emirates golf club 10 Jan
and one at the Creek golf club 26 Jan. Up to 22 wintered at Al Ghar lake.
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a Great Crested Grebe was a long-stay visitor to Ain al Faydah
from 30th November, shown here with a Black-necked Grebe for comparison
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AUTUMN/WINTER: First reported at Al Ghar lake 8 Sep. Up to 10 were at Ramtha 10
Sep-8 Oct, then 14 were there 12 Nov increasing to 35 by 29 Dec (same numbers as
December 1992). One was at the Emirates golf course 17 Oct, increasing to 3 from 27 Nov
to end of year. One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 14 Nov to end of year. 5 were inshore off
Kalba beach 29 Dec.

Audubon’s (Persian) Shearwater Puffinus lherminieri (persicus)

Lack of seawatching by observers results in this species being greatly under-recorded.
Nevertheless it is seldom common and is difficult to see from the shore. It is more frequent
from late summer.

One was seen off Dibba on 17 Jun and 4 were seen from Sandy Beach Motel, near Dhadnah
8-9 Dec.

Storm-petrel sp.
One was seen off Sandy Beach Motel, Dhadnah on 8 & 9 Dec.

Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus

Resident, breeding offshore and on rocky islets off the Musandam in small numbers (100’s
only). Virtually never seen from the mainland.

One was found dead on beach at Jazirah al Hamra at the end of January (RKO). One on
Das island 16 Apr, 2 there 27 Jun and up to 5 seen 14-19 Nov .

50-60 adults, plus at least 15 juveniles still in nest holes on Qarnayn Island 5-9 May.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Winter visitor, numbers appear to be increasing annually.

WINTER/SPRING: Numbers at Zabeel fish ponds increased steadily from 54 on 7 Jan to
a peak of 189 on 10 Feb, reducing to 5 on 11 Mar. 89 at Khor Dubai 1 Feb. Rare after
March. Stragglers remained at Zabeel fish ponds, Ramtha tip, Khor Dubai, Al Jazeerah
Khor and other sites until last record from Ras al Khaimah on 21 May.
AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Murawah Island 9 Oct. § at the Zabeel fish ponds on
10 Nov heralded first sign of migrant arrival in northern Emirates. Wintering numbers of 90
at Khor Dubai 21 Nov and 105 at Zabeel fish ponds 13 Dec.

1992: 500 Khor Al Beidah 6 Dec and 400 at Khor Dubai 10 Dec.

Socotra Cormorant Phalacrocorax nigricollis

Pelagic resident, spectacular numbers sometimes seen from shore between Dubai and Ras
al Khaimah and in shallow waters west of Abu Dhabi to Qatar border. Its breeding season
is dependant on food availability. Tens of thousands can occur near colonies and all nest sites
are seriously threatened by human disturbance.

10,000 at roost on North Yasat Island 31 Mar, where 150 nests out of maximum colony size
of 2,000 still with young (Hellyer 1993). On Ghaghah Island 44,000 came to roost 8 Apr and
1,900 nests occupied out of max. colony size of 2,500 (Aspinall 1994). On Selahah a roost
of 1,000 seen on 4 Jun. 10,000 were seen off Al Jazeerah Khor 27 Dec. 750 Khor Midfaq
23 Jul and 4,132 during seawatch in Abu Dhabi 17 Dec.

UMM AL QUWAIN COLONY: c.400 seen off Siniyah Island,- UAQ 19/20 May. A
spectacular 78,000 were seen flying and fishing off Umm al Quwain beach 11 Jun and
’1000’s’ were there 13 Aug. 100 per minute (counted over half-an-hour) were flying towards
colony at Umm al Quwain 10 Sep and 20,000 were seen from the beach on 26 Sep.
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Bittern Botaurus stellaris
Migrant, not recorded annually in the country. The timings of these records fit in well with

previous occurrences.
2 individuals were at Al Wathba fodder fields 8 Oct and 4-6 Nov.

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus

Uncommon passage migrant, regular in summer months (though no nesting recorded). No
winter records this year.

SPRING/SUMMER: Single birds were at the Zabeel fish ponds 11 Feb & 24 Mar, Ramtha
tip 11 Jun and 7 Jul and Zabeel fish ponds 14 Jul. An exceptional 21 were found at Bateen
wood 28 Apr. There were other undated reports between March and June.

AUTUMN: Immatures at Bateen wood 5 Sep and Emirates golf course 24 Sep. 2 were at
Safa Park 25 Oct.

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Passage migrant/winter visitor, restricted range due to lack of suitable habitat and may nest
opportunely at Zabeel fish ponds (where it was first found nesting in 1991).
WINTER/SPRING: Most regular at the Zabeel fish ponds: up to 25 there most days Jan and
30 there 18 Feb, though declining to less than 5 from March to mid April. Up to 11 there
17-24 Apr, and a few recorded May and June.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First autumn records, 2 at Ain al Faydah 5 Aug and one at Al
Wathba sewage 8 Aug. One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 14 Aug, increasing to 19 by 5 Sep,
peaking at 38 on 14 Oct, with up to 25 remaining to end of year.

Also seen (less than 5 together) at Ramtha tip, Khor Kalba mangroves, Ain al Faydah,
Ruwais and Emirates golf course.

Little Green Heron Butorides striatus

Resident and locally dispersive, though never common. More regular in autumn and early
winter. Singles seen at numerous mangrove areas, breakwaters and harbours, plus Ramtha
tip and the Zabeel fish ponds.

Pairs noted April and May, though no nests or young found. Less than 5 pairs Abu al
Abyadh mangroves. Alarmed and therefore suspected of breeding in mangroves at Bu Tinah
shoals.

4 at Ramtha 27 Aug and at the Zabeel fish ponds 5 Sep and 22 Nov, appearing to favour
these areas outside the breeding season.

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides

Rather scarce migrant, occasionally in winter. Fewer records this year of a species that has
decreased over much of its breeding range.

SPRING: Singles at Ramtha 7 Feb, at the Zabeel fish ponds 25 Mar, at Ruwayah 30 Mar
and at Dhayah 5 Apr.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 4 Das island 21 Sep and one at Ramtha Tip 26 Dec.

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii

Khor Kalba is the only site in the UAE that regularly holds wintering numbers of this
species. The status is obscured by identification difficulties between Indian Pond Herons and
Squacco Herons, especially in immature plumages. A review of their status in the UAE is
in progress.
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WINTER/SPRING: Regular at Kalba in winter, where records include 2 on 4 Jan, 5 on 27
Feb and 2 on 15 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 3 there 29 Aug. Regularly recorded at Khor Kalba from 13 Oct with
up to 3 still there 31 Dec (See plate 1).

Unidentified Ardeola sp.

Single unidentified Ardeola types at Zabeel fish ponds 26 Apr and at Ramtha 10 Sep and
4 Nov. 5 were at Khor Kalba 26 Oct.

See under Indian Pond Heron above.

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Regular winter visitor, occasionally at other times.

The green cities of Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah regularly hold wintering numbers of this
species while single migrants turn up on islands and in other places on the mainland.
Predicted as a future breeding species.

WINTER/SPRING: Wintered again in Abu Dhabi where a maximum of 33 were seen on 24
Jan. 2 wintered at Zabeel fish ponds and 4 were at Ramtha until 10 Apr. Smaller numbers
at Hamraniyah, Abu al Abyadh and Safa Park. 16 at Zabeel fish ponds 18 Feb, were excep-
tional numbers at this site. Last recorded Abu al Abyadh, 20 Apr-1 May.

Cattle Egrets in Abu Dhabi 1993

401 33 i
30
20
20 10 12
10
2

| 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

AUTUMN: Recorded in Abu Dhabi from 20 Oct with a maximum of 40 Mushref palac)

lg)ardens 9 Dec. 3 wintering at Umm al Quwain, first noted 26 Dec. 2 seen at Ruwais 20-21
ec.

Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis

A common species and local breeder along UAE shores.

The largest counts were 65 at Ramtha tip 7 Jul, 180 on Abu al Abyadh 15 Sep and 200
Khor al Beidah 24 Oct. Oddly, one was at Ain al Faydah (160 km inland) on 24 Feb.
BREEDING: Clutches complete on Abu al Abyadh from 3 May, with fledging by end July.
7 nests yith young found on South Yasat 3 Apr. 40-60 pairs on Umm Amin lost first
?lsu;f::,sn ;;ﬁ).May due to egg collectors, with re-lays not even fledged by early August
At least 5 pairs, consisting of white & dark paired together at Siniyah Is. 20 May. See
EBR17:49-50 for details of Siniyah Island visit 1993 (Richardson 1993a).
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta Lot ¥
Common winter visitor and passage migrant, mostly at freshwater sites. Non-breeding birds
can, like many other heron species, oversummer in the UAE. The migrating flock at Das was

unusually large.
WINTER/SPRING: Wintering in small numbers at several wetland sites, becoming scarce

(generally absent) from May to August.
SUMMER: Singles at Ain al Faydah 27 May-2 Jun, Abu al Abyadh early June and at Khor

al Beidah 24 Jun and 23 Jul.
AUTUMN: The first migrants were recorded from 31 Aug when 23 arrived on Das Island.
A respectable 13 were at Ramtha tip from 4 Nov to the end of the year.

Great White Egret Egretta alba

Regular passage migrant and winter visitor.

WINTER/SPRING: Scarce from April.

SUMMER: Some oversummered, including 3 at Khor Dubai May - July and 2 at the Zabeel
fish ponds from 12 June.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Numbers increased again from late August, with 9 at the Zabeel fish
ponds 5 Sep and small numbers at other sites from September.

COUNTS: The largest counts were up to 42 at the Zabeel fish ponds 21 Jan - 13 Mar
(possibly supplemented by Khor Dubai birds), 7 at the Eastern lagoon 22 Nov, 40 at Khor
Dubai 19 Nov, and 20 Ramtha Tip 19 Nov being noteworthy.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Common migrant and winter visitor, some non-breeders in summer.

AUTUMN: Migrants recorded from mid August, with 23 at Khor Dubai 12 Aug and 24 at
the fish ponds 16 Aug. Numbers showing steady increase towards winter.

The largest count was 200 at Khor Dubai 25 Oct.

(Up to 300 birds are often seen at Khor Dubai, the stronghold for the species in the UAE).

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

Regular migrant, recorded most months, usually singly.

WINTER/SPRING: Singles at the Zabeel fish ponds 9 Jan, 30 Jan, 5-18 Feb (possibly same
bird). Ones and twos recorded 13 Mar until 13 May, with 3 at the Zabeel fish ponds 28 Mar,
one on Siniyah Is. 20 May and 2 at Ain al Faydah 31 May.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Most autumn migrants recorded 25 Aug-31 Oct. 10 were seen on Abu
al Abyadh 16 Sep. One remained at the Zabeel fish ponds to 10 Nov. Winter records
included 1 juv. at Khor Dubai 13 Dec, and singles at Zabeel fish ponds 12-24 Dec and at

Wathba sewage ponds 24-31 Dec.

White Stork Ciconia ciconia
An annual migrant occurring in variable numbers. Spring records are rare and there were

none in 1993. Autumn records, however, were well above average as the following tables
show.
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WHITE STORK RECORDS - AUTUMN 1993

September October November December
Al Ain B - - 103 | 1 50 | - - 17 17 17 17
Al Wathba | - - - - 11 | 4 - - - N : :
Other sites | - - - 2 5 1 2611 |8 1 1 1

WHITE STORK BUILD-UP AT AL AIN CAMEL TRACK
AUTUMN 1993

OCT 1st OCT 2nd OCT S5th OCT 9th

| I No.of birds 1 8 30 103

AUT['JMN/WINTER: Accumulation of migrants built up at Al Ain Camel Track from 1-19
Oct with l'naximum 103 on 9 Oct (sce Table above). 50 at Al Ain zoo 28 Oct may have been
part of this flock. One arrived at Al Habab on 8 Oct and remained until the following spring
11 were at Al Wathba camel track on 14 Oct with 4 still there 29 Oct. 4 were at Sweihar;
fields 15 Oct, with 22 there 1 Nov. 3 were south of Al Hayer 5 Nov and 7 flew north over
Da:tllzlfr}g on 24 Nov. Up to 17 were again present at the Al Ain camel track from 23 Nov
unti ec.

1992: One migrant was at Al Ain Zoo 17 December.

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

Comparatively few records this year. Only single birds typically occur in the UAE.

SPRING: 2 were at Bateen airbase park 4 Mar (reported by others earlier, dates unknown)

gali;gglMLI:/WIN'g'ERzlzir;gle birds were at Fujeirah National dairy farm 29 Aug, at the
oon from ep, at i i

e andgat Raomtha Tip gn 30A1N (.:t:.n sewage works 11 Sep, at the Emirates golf course

2 were reported at Al Wathba sewage late Sep.

Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

Localised migrant and winter visitor, non-breeders oversummer.

WINTER/SPRINQ: 16 at Al Jazeerah Khor 2 Jan and 31 at Khor Dubai 7 Jan, peak winter
numbers at these sites. Present throughout year at Khor Dubai.

Up to 2 at .lhe Zabeel fish ponds to late March, peaking at 5 from 17-26 Mar (5 at nearby
Kho.r pubal 29 Mar, may be same birds). Small flock at Ramtha tip, peaking at 6 on 7 Feb
declining to 2 on 18 Jun. One or two at Khor al Beidah until early April. ’
SUMMEB: 8 oversummered at Khor Dubai, recorded most days June and July, declining
to only 6 in August and September. ’
AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded from 27 Aug at Khor Kalba, Eastern Lagoon, Abu Dhabi
Abu al Abyadh, Zabeel fish ponds and Ramtha Tip. ) ’
Numbers increased at Khor Dubai through November, to 20 on 25 Nov and up to 30

throughout December. 16 were at R i
Dhgeiao D re at Ramtha Tip 30 Dec and 32 at Eastern Lagoon, Abu
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Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber
Mostly a passage migrant and winter visitor. Hundreds of non-breeders regularly

oversummer.
BREEDING: The first spring record at Al Ghar lake was of 40 on 19 Feb and the first ever
breeding on mainland Arabia was discovered at Al Ghar lake on 7 Jun, when 571 birds were
present and about 15 nests were found, described in detail in Tribulus 3.2:5-6 (Aspinall &
Hirschfeld 1993). Unfortunately, disturbance forced the birds to abandon the colony by 14
Jun after the first chicks hatched. Most of the lakes were filled in later in the year.

(This breeding record was one of the ornithological sensations of the year, but the filling in
of the lakes and the disturbance at the site make it unlikely that the species will breed there
again).

GREATER FLAMINGO AT AL GHAR LAKE 1993

19.2.93

18.3.93 16.4.93 28.4.93 5.5.93 7.6.93 9.7.93 8.1.93

40 48 145 360 250 571 116 6*

*after disturbance

GREATER FLAMINGOS AT KHOR DUBAI - 1991-3

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1891 1124 1700 - - - - - - - 3 < 300
1992 860 - 847 - - 335 278 - 623 - 421 500
1993 515 - 250 - 60 89 - 85 126 - - 200

COUNTS: Peak counts were 515 Khor Dubai 17 Jan, 91 Eastern lagoon 4 Feb, 190 at
Ramtha 20 Mar, 150 at Sir Bani Yas 1 Apr, 200 Khor Dubai 24 Dec and 84 at Ajman
sewage dump 26 Dec.

INLAND RECORDS: Flock of 60 seen flying north high in V-formation 20 km west of

Masafi 30 Apr.
(A count of only 48 at Khor Dubai on 28 Mar worried the Dubai Government, as it marked

a serious decline of numbers at this site).

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Vagrant. Two groups each of 3 birds flying near Bahrani Island, Abu Dhabi 8 Dec, were

identified as this species from photographs (N.Cochrane-Dyet per EBRC), the 2nd record
for the country.

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

Rare migrant. 4 juveniles, later decreasing to 3, Eastern Lagoon, Abu Dhabi 5§ Nov to 31
Dec (and into 1994) (E.Hirschfeld/A.Ross et al), the 3rd record.

These birds were originally misidentified as Greylag Geese and demonstrate that caution is
needed even when identifying such large birds as geese. The birds were remarkably tame and
it is thought that the fourth individual died as a result of people throwing stones at them on
several occasions.
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Greylag Goose Anser anser

Scarce and localised winter visitor. One at Safa park 21 Feb, one on Das island 8 Dec, up
to 4 at Ruwais 14 Nov-21 Dec with a peak of 6 there 19 Dec, 2 at Safa Park 16 Dec and 6
at Ramtha Tip from 26 Dec to the end of the year.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea

Vagrant.

One at Al Wathba sewage 23 Jan (J.K.Bannon), 10th record, 3 at Ramtha Tip 6 Mar
(C.Richardson) was 11th record.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Uncommon winter visitor most years.

Singles at Ramtha tip 8 Jan, Emirates golf course 10 Jan and Zabeel fish ponds 21-28 Mar.
1992: One at Ramtha Tip 11 Dec increased to 2 from 18 Dec.

Cotton Teal Nettapus coromandelianus

Vagrant

A female at the Emirates golf course on 26 Nov (C.Richardson), was only the 3rd UAE
record of this south Asian species. Previous sightings were in November and February. (It
is regular in southern Oman in winter)

Wigeon Anas penelope

Regular winter visitor, though never common.

WINTER: Ones and twos at the Zabeel fish ponds, Khor Dubai and some other sites until
8 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 3 at the Zabeel fish ponds 23 Oct, and 2 at the Emirates golf course
were the first autumn records. 12 at the Zabeel fish ponds 1-12 Dec was the largest flock
recorded this year. At least 4 wintering at Ramtha tip.

Gadwall Anas strepera

Irregular winter visitor, rarely more than 4 together.

WINTER/SPRING: 2 at the Emirates golf course until 17 Feb, with one remaining to 8
Mar.

WINTER: Female at Ruwais 14-16 Nov, and 2 there 23-26 Nov. Single at Al Wathba
sewage 16-30 Nov. One at Emirates Golf Course 20 Nov, increasing to 3 on 27 Nov and up
to 8 during December. 2 at Zabeel fish ponds 24 Dec, 2 Ramtha Tip 26 Dec and 1-2 Al
Wathba sewage 28-30 Dec.

a Cotton Teal did not linger at
the Emirates golf course on 26th November
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Teal Anas crecca
Common winter visitor.
WINTER/SPRING: 80 at Zabeel fish ponds 8 Feb, highest count. Most departed by mid

March, although 2 remained at Zabeel fish ponds until 10 April.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded from 7 Sep. 80 at Zabeel fish ponds 17 Nov and 56 at Al
Wathba sewage 19 Nov largest flocks seen.

Widespread at other sites.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Commonest wintering duck.

1992/3 WINTER: 620 at Khor Dubai 7 Jan and 250 at the Zabeel fish ponds 10 Feb,
season’s largest counts.

1993/4 WINTER: 3 at Ramtha 8 Oct first autumn record. 388 at Zabeel fish ponds 12 Dec,
¢.800 at Khor Dubai 24 Dec and 560 Ain al Faydah 30 Dec were highest counts.

Pintail Anas acuta

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor.

WINTER/SPRING: 9 at Ramtha 8 Jan, otherwise ones and twos at other sites (this species
was rather scarce winter 1992/3). One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 8-24 Apr.
AUTUMN/WINTER: One at Zabeel fish ponds 23 Oct was first autumn record. 10 at
Zabeel 1 Dec. Probably more than this wintering at Khor Dubai, numbers unknown.

Garganey Anas querquedula

Common migrant, rare in winter.

Recorded from 12 Feb to 8 Apr.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 3 at Ramtha tip 27 Aug, first autumn record. Fairly common from
2 Sep, with 18 at Ramtha 17 Sep. Other high counts included 11 at Wathba sewage ponds
30 Sep.

2 remained at Emirates golf course until 6 Nov and one was still there on 10 Dec. One

was at Ramtha tip 26 Dec.
Garganeys migrate to Tropical Africa in winter when they become scarce in northern Arabia.

Shoveler Anas clypeata

Locally common in winter, often at sewage lagoons.

WINTER: The largest flock recorded was 146 at Al Ghar lake 19 Feb. Present until early
March, with 22 still at Ramtha tip on 6th.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First sighting was 9 Sep. Largest flocks were up to 70 at Ramtha 30
Nov to end of year, 46 at Al Wathba sewage 28 Dec and 10 at the Emirates golf course 20

Nov.

Pochard Aythya ferina

Regular in winter, though seldom common.

WINTER/SPRING: Up to 2 at Ramtha to 6 Mar, with 3 there 7 Feb. Single females at
Zabeel fish ponds 23 Jan and at Al Ghar lake 19 Feb-4 Mar.

AUTUMN: Up to 4 at Emirates golf course most days 1 Nov-25 Dec, with 5 there 24 Nov.
One female Al Wathba sewage ponds from 2 Nov, 7 at Zabeel 9-11 Nov, with one there to
15 Dec. 6 were at Ramtha 5-30 Nov and 6 were at Khor Dubai 20 Dec. One was at Ruwais
sewage 20 Dec.
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Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

Generally the scarcest diving duck, usually shy and seldom overwinters in one location.
SPRING: Up to 4 at Ramtha 8 Jan-7 Feb, with 2 present 2-6 Mar. One was at Al Wathba
sewage 23 Feb. One flying over Ramtha on 7 Jul was the first ever July record.
AUTUMN: Singles at Zabeel fish ponds 11 Nov, at Al Wathba sewage ponds 22 Nov, at
Ramtha Tip 12 Dec and at Ruwais 20-22 Dec. 3 were found at Zabeel fish ponds 24 Dec.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Typically scarce winter visitor.

WINTER: One at Ramtha tip on 15 Jan was the only winter record.
AUTUMN/WINTER: 2 were at the Zabeel fish ponds on 19 Nov, with 8 there on 20 Nov,
and up to 4 remaining to 25 Dec. One was at Ruwais 19 Dec and one was at the Emirates
golf course 20 Nov-25 Dec with a peak of 4 there 26 Nov. One was at Ramtha Tip 12 Dec.

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus

Previ9u§1y considered rare but this is yet another year with regular sightings in the Abu
Dhabi city area. Bateen wood and the gardens of the Intercontinental Hotel are often used
as roosting places.

SPRING: One was in Abu Dhabi 3 Jan, with 2 there 23 Feb-8 Mar and one on 17 and 22
April and 1 May.

AUTUMN: One was at Bateen wood 9 Sep with 4 there 12 Oct. One was in the same area
from 13 Oct-28 Nov, with a juvenile bird reported on 18 Oct. 2 were there 11-12 Nov and
7 Dec. (All latter reports might refer to same 2 birds).

Singles were also reported on Das island 7-12 Oct, south of Dhaid 8 Oct, the Zabeel fish
ponds 18 Oct and Al Habab 28 Oct.

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus

One over Hamraniyah, Ras al Khaimah airport area on 16 December 1992 (T.Tuomenoja),
is the 1st record of the species in the UAE and probably Arabia. (See Plate 13).

Two races occur, orientalis in Siberia and ruficollis throughout the Indian subcontinent. The
former is more migratory although the latter by its proximity is probably more likely to occur
in Arabia. While treated separately here, they are sometimes regarded as subspecies’ of
Honey Buzzard P.apivorus.

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus

Vagrant.

#Qne was found with a broken wing Jumeirah c. 6 Nov (per C.Remple).

This would be the third record of the species. The previous were in February 198) and
November/December 1992.

Black Kite Milvus migrans

This migrant species is never numerous, on passage or in winter.

WINTER/SPRING: 2 were at Zabeel fish ponds 7-24 Jan, one remaining until 2 Feb. Singles
were also at Al Wathba camel track 23 Jan, Ruwayah 23 Feb, Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Mar
Khor Dubai 13 Mar, Sharjah 25 Apr and Ain al Faydah 4 May. . ,
AUTUMN/WINTER: Individuals were at Al Habab 11 Sep, 15 km north of Sweihan 29 Sep
and at Al Ain camel track 4 Oct.
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Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
This resident species is rarely seen away from the Al Ain-Hatta area, and it seems that most

of the UAE population feeds on meat remains at Al Ain Zoo. The main roost is on the
tallest radio mast on Jebel Hafit.

A maximum of 92 were counted on Jebel Hafit 4 Oct and 17 Dec. One was at Hatta pools
on 15 Jan.

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus

A very scarce migrant. It is conceivable that a few pairs may breed in the higher mountains
north of a line from Dibba to Masafi, following a spate of records from the area in 1993.
One was at Masafi 29 Mar (S.Aspinall). 2 were in Wadi Ghayl 20 Aug SA/C.Richardson),
2 were at Dibba 29 Aug (J.K.Bannon et al) and 2 were over Madam plain 2 Oct (SA).

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus

Breeds in neighbouring areas of Oman. No current breeding sites identified in the UAE.
One was at Daftah (near Masafi) 10 Mar, 2 adults Al Ain Zoo 5 Oct and one over plain
5km. east of Al Ain Intercon Hotel 17 Dec.

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus

Rather uncommon migrant, winter visitor and suspected resident. All reports listed here.
SPRING: Individuals were at Jazeerah al Hamra 1 Mar and nearby Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Apr
AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles near Ghayl 20 Aug, on Das island 3 Sep and at Sha’am 12
Dec. One at Ain al Faydah 7 & 10 Sep, with 2 there 30 Dec. One at Al Ain Camel Track

16 & 26 Sep and one near there 31 Dec. Single birds were also seen near Al Hayer 5 Nov

and south of Dhaid 9 Dec.
NOTE: It is recorded as breeding in Oman, and the numerous sightings in this 10 mile
radius near Al Ain/Oman border suggests these may be resident birds.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Common winter visitor to mudflats and coastal marshes. In recent years has also favoured
irrigated fields.

SPRING: Most winter visitors departed by late March. Latest records 21 Apr and a female
was on Bu Tinah Island 6 May.

There was a rare summer record of one sub-adult female at Fujeirah National dairy farm
22 Jul-27 Aug.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded 9 Sep, becoming common from mid September at most
suitable wetland sites.

Wintering birds were found at Zabeel fish ponds, Khor Dubai, Eastern lagoon, Wathba sew-
age lagoon, Abu Dhabi (up to 8), Ramtha Tip, Khor al Beidah, Western lagoon, Abu
Dhabi,, Hamraniyah, Khor Kalba, Al Ain camel track and Ain al Faydah.The largest count
during the year was at least 15 at Al Ain Camel Track 5 Oct.

An estimated 50 birds wintered making this species the most common Harrier in winter.
Summer records are rare.

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus

Fairly regular migrant and local winter visitor, mostly to grassy fodder fields.
WINTER/SPRING: Singles were at Hamraniyah 2 Jan, Al Habab 21 Jan, at Ruwayah 19
Feb and at Al Wathba camel track 12 Feb and 28 Apr. 3 were at Hamraniyah 2 Mar, up
to 4 on Abu al Abyadh Jan to mid Mar with 6 there 25 Mar. 2 were at Al Habab 13 Mar.
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AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded from 7 Sep. Ones and twos, mostly Al Wathba, Abu al
Abyadh and Al Ain. 3 were at Sweihan 24 Sep and 2 were there 24 Dec (probably wintering
in area). 2 immatures were at Al Habab 8 Oct. 3 were at Hamraniyah 27 Dec and 2 adult
males were at Al Ain camel track 30 Dec. Singles also reported at Murawah, Yasat,
Ghayathi, Ruwais and Baynunah October to December.

Winter movements are not understood, though it is believed that most birds will stay in same
vicinity most of season, ie. they might regularly be found at Al Wathba, Al Habab, Al Ain
camel track and Hamraniyah from September-March.

Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus

Positive sightings of this species are increasing as observers are becoming more confident in
separating ’'ring-tails’ from Pallid (and the odd Hen) Harriers. It usually occurs earlier in
autumn and later in spring than Pallid, but is apparently a regular migrant, many
overwintering. Immatures have recently been recorded in summer.

WINTER/SPRING: Up to 4 at Hamraniyah 2-20 Jan and 1 Mar. One was at Khor Kalba
4 Jan. A second-year male was at Hamraniyah 21 May.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Records include 3 at Al Habab 9 Sep, up to 3 at Al Wathba camel
track and one at Wathba sewage ponds 9 Sep-8 Oct. Singles at Delma 10 Sep and Abu al
Abyadh 14 Sep, with 3 at Sweihan 20 Sep and one at Emirates golf course 27 Sep.
Regularly recorded at Al Ain Camel Track, with 12 there 2 Oct and up to 25 (mostly
Montagu’s, but mixed with some Pallid) from 4 Oct to end of year. One at Sweihan 6-15
Oct, one juv. Fujeirah National dairy farm 13 Oct, one at Ruwais 21 Oct, one Al Wathba
camel track 5/6 Nov and 30 Dec, 4 at Hamraniyah 27 Dec and one male/2 females Al Ain
camel track 30 Dec.

’Ring-tail’ harriers.
Some not identified to species as follows: One on Abu al Abyadh 18 Apr, one at Al Habab
14 Oct and 3 at Sweihan fields 15 Oct.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Not one of the more conspicuous wintering raptors.

WINTER/SPRING: More than 15 reports. One was seen displaying near Digdaga 22 Jan.
Last spring record was one at Wadi Shih, Khor Fakkan 3 Apr.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded from 2 Sep with most records from October onwards. A
dark bird at Zabeel fish ponds on 7 Oct had features of eastern subspecies melaschistos
(J.K.Bannon/CR)

Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo (vulpinus)

Scarce migrant, while most pass across Arabian peninsula further west. 2

ALL RECORDS: Single birds were seen at Bateen wood/Mushref palace gardens2/29 Oct
and 6 Nov, Zabeel fish ponds 24 Nov, 2 were at Hamraniyah 2 Dec and one was at
Hamraniyah 27 Dec.

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus

Resident, breeding in winter months in inland desert areas, and dispersing at other times.
All year’s records listed below.

WINTER/SPRING: Singles, mostly immatures, were at Hamraniyah 20 Jan, 8 & 28 May,
at Ramtha tip 7 Feb and at Ain al Faydah 24 Feb

AUTUMN/WINTER: Individuals were at Ghayl 27 Aug (adult), Sweihan 4 & 5 Sep, Al Ain
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Zoo 6 Sep, Al Wathba 17 Sep, near Sweihan 22 Sep, at Fujeirah National dairy farm 13 Oct,
north of Masafi 13 Oct, Digdaga 13 Oct, Baynunah 29 Oct, 12-13 Nov and 20 Dec, and at

Al Wathba camel track 5 Nov.

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina
Vagrant. #0ne shot, early December Zabeel fish ponds, specimen collected (C.Gross), 2nd
record.

Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga

Probably the commonest wintering eagle, usually found at mudflats and other wetland areas.
WINTER/SPRING: Up to 2 at Hamraniyah 2-20 Jan, 2 Mar, 14 Mar and 4/5 Apr. 2
Wintering around Khor Dubai and Zabeel fish ponds until 18 Feb, with one seen there most
days until 26 Mar. One in desert inland Ummus Saqeem (near Dubai) 9 Feb, one at
Jazeerah al Hamra and 2 at Dayah 1 Mar, one at Khor al Beidah 2 Mar, one at Ramtha 6
Mar and 6 Apr and one in Abu Dhabi 8 Mar. One late bird was at Hamraniyah 28 May.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Several wintered, mostly ones and twos together, from 28 Oct at Al
Ain (including a fulvescens), Zabeel fish ponds/Khor Dubai (including a fulvescens on 20
Nov), Abu al Abyadh, Ramtha Tip (including a fulvescens from 30 Nov-26 Dec), at Khor
al Beidah, Ghalilah/Khatt area (where S were seen) and Abu Dhabi.

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis

Generally a scarce migrant, some wintering in foothills. Still no evidence of major passage
through the country from Asian mainland. Regular confusion between immatures of this
species and Spotted Eagle.

SPRING: One was reported at Al Ain Zoo late Feb/March, only spring report.
AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles were over Jebel Hafit 8 Oct and Al Ain camel track 28 Oct
(possibly same bird), at Zabeel fish ponds 23/30 Oct, at Al Ain Zoo from early Nov (and
into 1994), at Zabeel fish ponds 20-26 Nov and near Ruwais 26 Nov. 3 were encountered
in Wadi Agran area, east of Al Ain on 17 Dec.

1992: One on Jebel Hafit 15 Dec and at Al Ain zoo on 17 Dec.

Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca

A rare migrant, some years totally unrecorded. 1993 was better than average for the species.
No spring records.

One was near Al Ain Zoo 28 Oct and single juvenile were at Baynunah 12 Nov and at Ain
al Faydah 23 Nov.

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

Less than 5 previous reliable records, all from Al Ain area, where last record was in 1990.
2 different sub-adult birds were seen hunting over dunes near Baynunah 13 Nov and 26 Nov
(S.Aspinall).

These birds seen in a remote area of the Western Region are likely to be the result of post- -

breeding dispersal from the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia.

Unidentified Aquila eagles
One Aquila not identified to species was at Zabeel 10 Oct

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor, apparently very localised.
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singles were at the Zabeel fish ponds 7 Jan-10 Feb, Hamraniyah 1 Mar and at Bateen
wood/Mushref 26 Apr. A dark phase was at Al Ain 1 Nov and pale phase birds were at
Dhadnah 7 Dec and at Zabeel from 17 Dec into 1994.

Bouelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus

Several pairs breed in the mountains, dispersing outside the breeding season, when it is more
commonly seen at Arabian Gulf coastal and wetland sites.

Single, mostly immature, birds recorded at Zabeel fish ponds 16 Jan, at Ain al Faydah
(adult) 24 Feb, Dhayah 1 Mar, Wadi Ghayl 20 Aug, Zabeel fish ponds 21 Sep, Qarn al Esh
25 Sep, Ruwayah 30 Sep, Zabeel fish ponds 5-18 Oct and 11 Nov-9 Dec, Hamraniyah 2 Dec
and at Ain al Faydah 17 Dec.

Other records from Masafi in March and April, Hatta in May and in Al Ain in October.
3 were at the Zabeel fish ponds 13 Dec and a pair were soaring over Wadi Shih (Khor
Fakkan) 29 Dec.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Resident on islands and on undisturbed headlands and sand spits. Nests during winter
months with most birds fledging by iate February. Migrants present in winter at most shel-
tered mudflats and lagoons.

BREEDING: A spring study of breeding Osprey on Yasat, Ghaghah and Kafai islands in
western Gulf area (adjacent to Qatar border) revealed that a dense breeding population
exists there. Up to 65 active nests (this season’s nests) were found 30 Mar-11 Apr and at
least 34 were still in use by breeding pairs at this time. In addition, 8 active nests were found
on and around islands off Sila peninsula 8-11 Apr. One or two young were the norm. (Full
report in Tribulus 4.1:5-8 (Aspinall 1994)).

Nest-building Oct/Nov and eggs in mid December Abu al Abyadh. Pairs also found on
Murawah Island and Dhabiyah.

INLAND RECORDS: Singles at Ain al Faydah 7 & 26 Sep and 6 Oct, at Ruwayah 29 Oct
and at Al Ain sewage works 29 Oct. A large count was 8 on Abu al Abyadh 29 Oct.

Note possible evidence of passage on 29 October!

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni

Formerly believed rare, now appears to be a regular spring migrant passing northward along
the cultivations on the western edge of the mountains. Scarce in autumn and winter.
WINTER: One male was in Wadi Bih on 3 Jan.

SPRING: Spring passage first noted when 3 were above sea cliffs north of Dibba (Oman)
26 Feb. 22 were found in Hamraniyah grass fields 1 Mar. Numbers peaked at 97 on 2 Apr
and dropped to 4 on 16 Apr when last seen there (see graph below).

Lesser Kestrel build-up at Hamraniyah - Spring 199.3\

100 X
80 8
60
40
20 122

1.3.93 14.3.93 2.4.93 4.4.93 16.4.93
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One was on Abu al Abyadh 24-26 Mar, 55 were seen along cultivated plain between Al Ain
and Dhaid on 28 Mar, at least 2 were in Masafi area 29 Mar, 2 were at Yasat Island 1 Apr
and 2 north-east of Al Ain 2 Apr. The last spring record was a male at Bu Tinah 6 May.
(Full report of Lesser Kestrel migration in EBR17:47-48 (Aspinall 1993)).

AUTUMN: Singles were north of Shuwaib 17 Sep, at Al Habab 30 Sep and on Abu al
Abyadh 29 Oct. 2 were near Al Hayer 19 Sep and 2 were found at Al Ain camel track 8

Oct.
WINTER: 3 were at Hamraniyah 27 Dec, probably wintering locally.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Thinly spread resident, common on passage, many wintering.

WINTER: Up to 5 wintering together at bigger fodder fields, such as Hamraniyah, Sweihan
and Al Ain camel track, with 10 at Al Ain camel track 3 Oct and 10 at Al Wathba camel

track on 24 Oct.

Merlin Falco columbarius
Vagrant. Males were on Abu al Abyadh 26 Feb-4 Mar & 10 March (S.Aspinall/G.Clarkson),

and on #11 Dec (M.McGill). #0ne was on Das Island 1-2 Nov (M.Wood), the 5th to 8th
UAE records. Previous have been in February, August, November and December.

Hobby Falco subbuteo

Rather scarce migrant, mostly in autumn.

SPRING: Singles on Abu al Abyadh 27 Apr and Al Wathba camel track 28 Apr were the
only spring records.

AUTUMN: Up to 3 were at Das island 10 Sep-8 Oct, one was on Abu al Abyadh 14 Sep,
one was at Ruwais 25 Sep, 2 were at the Emirates golf course 6 Oct, one was at Al Wathba
camel track 8 Oct and one was at the Jebel Ali hotel grounds 9 Oct.

with others reported in early wunter
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Sooty Falcon Falco concolor

Breeds on remote islands and headlands in south west Gulf (also in Oman-administered
Musandam). Rarely seen on passage on mainland.

BREEDING: A minimum of 11 seen and 5 nest sites located on Delma Island 8-11 Sep
when the oldest brood appeared to be about 3 weeks short of fledging ie. from last few day;
of September. At least 3 seen (possibly 5) and at least one nest site located on Sir Bani Yas
island 29 Sep-1 Oct. At least 12 were seen at Ras Ghumais, Sila from 22-29 Oct perhaps
dispersal from nearby nest sites (within 20 km) following breeding season (Aspinz,all 1994).
Other records away from breeding areas were of one on Abu al Abyadh 16 Oct and one
injured bird found in Jumeirah in early November (per C.Remple).

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus

A rare falcon in the UAE, whose status is still a mystery. There are other records of juve-
piles in summer.

One juvenile, witl:;out jesses or rings was found dead at side of RAK road at Al Rifaa 21 Jun
(J.K.Bannon/C.Richardson). #An adult on the Dubai-Al Ain road, 55 km from Dubai, 28
Oct (M.Kapanen/A.Topp). '
1992: #2 at Al Ain Zoo on 17 Dec (TT).

Saker Falcon Falco cherrug

Migrant and winter visitor, usually trapped, rarely seen in the wild.

One seen at Khor al Beidah 16 Jan (J.K.Bannon) was the only winter-spring record.
AUTUMN: singles were seen on the causeway to Abu al Abyadh 17 Sep (M.McGill), Al
Hamdiya on 2 Nov (H.Luoto) and with jesses in Safa park 4 Nov. :
Generally falconers’ escapes are noted "with jesses”; however some others may also be es-
capes but not distinguishable from wild birds. Releases were reported on Murawah and
Qarnayn Islands in March and May respectively.

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Regular migrant and winter visitor, most trapped in autumn, few rele i i

r mi s 0 ased .
Following list of probable genuine migrants: B SPr{lg
WINTER/SPRING: Singles seen at Khor Kalba 15 Mar, on Das island 19-20 Mar, 23 Mar
::[ld 30 Mar, on Jebel Hafit 31 Mar and on Das island 2-3 Apr and a rather late bird on 14

ay.

{\UTUMN/WINTER: Individuals on Das island 27 Oct, at Al Ain camel track 17 Nov, Das
island 18 Nov, at Wathba sewage 30 Nov and another 14 Dec. One was seen hunting waders
on Murawah Island 23 Nov and an adult female was at Dhadnah 8 Dec.

Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides

A localised mountain resident. Although treated as a full species here it is sometimes
re'garded as a subspecies of F.peregrinus.

2 jUV§niles on Jebel Hafit 10 Jun, 4 there 8 Oct and one there 4 Nov, probable nest site
One juv. was at Digdaga 25 Jun and another was at Dhadnah 22 Jul. ;

ghukarAIectoris chukar .

esident on hillsides and mountain pl i
it or plateaux east of Ras al Khaimah (and th

f2n80untams in Oman-controlled Musandam). ( rovghout the
counted from road, Wadi Bih (UAE) to Wadi Khab i

calling 1o Wt Bir s oy ( ) i Khabb Shamsi (Oman) 5 Nov and heard
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Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus
A common resident, rapidly expanding its range throughout the country. Some probably

introduced.
BREEDING: Now breeds in several places on Abu Dhabi island and at Al Wathba. It is

abundant on Abu al Abyadh due to introduction.

Quail Coturnix coturnix
Passage migrant, probably under-recorded. Sometimes heard ¢

spring, but nesting not yet proven.
SPRING: 5 were at Digdaga 10 Mar and at least 3 were heard calling at Hamraniyah 1-14

Mar. Singles seen in Wadi Bih 26 Mar and on Abu al Abyadh 13 Apr, 31 May and 5 Jun.
SUMMER: One Das island 28 Jun and 3 heard calling Fujeirah National dairy farm 22 Jul.
Summer records are scarce but European populations of Quails are known to have complex
movement patterns, possibly laying second clutches after migration to new breeding areas
in late summer. The autumn occurrence was greater than normal.

alling in suitable habitat in

AUTUMN 1993 RECORDS OF QUAIL

llk

Oct 1-15

T

AUTUMN: One was at Al Habab 26 Aug. At least 18 birds were recorded 14 Sep to 17 No-
v, the majority in the second half of October (see histogram above). One was at the

Emirates golf course 3 Dec.

‘ 1 1
“l“lmwl [T T F TR

Nov 1-16 Nov 16-30

A
Sept 16-30

Oct 16-31

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Surprisingly the scarcest migrant rail in the UAE. Only

so 1993 was a relatively good year for the species.
One rail seen briefly at Ramtha tip 8 Jan, was probably this species. At Al Wathba sewage
one was seen 3/30 Sep, 2 from 31 Oct-4 Nov and one on 28 Dec. Up to 2 were heard at

Ruwais reedbeds most visits 21 Oct-12 Dec.

one recorded each in 1991 .and 1992,

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

Fairly common migrant.

SPRING: One was on Das Island 15 Apr and one was at Zabeel fish ponds 24 Mar and 10-
17 April. i
AUTUMN/WINTER: One was at the Emirates golf course 10 Oct. One was at Ruwais 26
Nov. At Al Wathba sewage one was seen 1 Oct, 14-15 Oct & 24 Oct with 2 there 3 Nov and
one there 30 Nov & 24-31 Dec. (December records are very rare).

The Al Wathba sewage ditch was well-covered by crake-watchers as regular visits were made|
there in autumn in connection with ringing. Unfortunately the water supply was cut off there

in December.
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Little Crake Porzana parva
Regarded as a rare migrant, though many overlooked or re illon’

. 2 ported as Baillo .
Singles were gt the Emirates golf course 4-6 Sep (C.Richardson), Al Wathbz:l ;S;Zﬁ Se
(S.Jame‘s/E.leschfeld), tl.xe Emirates Golf Course 23-27 Sep (M.McGill/C Richardrz
son/E.List), and #at Al.Am camel track #17 Oct (caught by M.McGilt). .

The 4th to 7th records if all accepted. Previous records have been in October, March and

April.

Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla

Scarce migrant.

#Singles were at Deira (Dubai) 23 Oct (M.Kapanen/A. T

(sJames/E,Hirschfe]d), ( pane! opp), at Al Wathba sewage 3-7 Nov
The first records of this scarce and skulking species since 1990.

Little/Baillon’s Crake Porzana parva/pusilla
One was at Al Wathba
e sewage ponds 17 Sep and one was found dead at Zabeel fish ponds

Corncrake Crex crex
A scarce and irregular migrant. 1993 was a i i
' . poor year for this species
Singles on Abu al Abyadh 22-24 A i :
e y: pr and at the Emirates Golf Course 27 Oct were only

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Regular migrant and winter visitor, locally resident.
10 at the Zabeel fish ponds 5 Feb, largest number together.

Coot Fulica atra
Localised winter visitor to few available freshwat
er areas.
X’INTEL%SPRING: Up to 5 at the Zabeel fish ponds until 21 Feb
AII )W’I‘l Ihb /WINTER: Recorded. in small numbers from 27 Oct at Zabeel, Ain al Faydah
athba sewage ponds, Ruwais, Ramtha Tip and Emirates Golf Course. ,
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The largest congregation was 7 at Ramtha Tip 26 Dec.

Common Crane Grus grus
Vagrant.

One at Al Ain camel track from 31 Dec (M i i
.M i i
the Sth record for the country. (See Plate( 9). L) ML Texhined (AI0R %4, wes only

3emoiselle Crane Anthropoides virgo
agrant. #One was at Khor Dubai 19 Aug (J.Hart), origins unknown, the 4th record.

Sg:m;m;;ai?lﬁy ‘i:?tis um.il{lata o

lsl;lnngti‘: :‘; ::r;;g;eg;cio;agiez%;?:f ci::l, gt::‘t:/}:“n;;fg increasingly scarce. Practically all are
. 1 .

8::,&%8 S%erngels Dec (S-A.«spinalil)).a , n 8 Oct (T.Bailey) and in Baynunah area 23

escapes from "ea:gyoélre?;i:;w::n tl:»(lez.md 16-20 Mar and on 10 Nov (S.Aspinall), possibly
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Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Migrant and winter visitor, few oversummer.

LARGE COUNTS: 128 at Khor al Beidah 8 Jan, c.100 at Khor Dubai 3 Mar and 84 there
22 Sep, 40 at Khor al Beidah 24 Oct, 40 at Dhabiyah 20 Nov, 50 at Khor Dubai 24 Dec, 90

at Khor al Beidah 26 Dec.

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor. Opportunist breeder in suitable habitat.
Largest breeding colony at Al Ghar lakes, nests and eggs seen mid April and 145 birds seen
9 Jul. Nesting in smaller numbers at Al Wathba sewage, Fujeirah rubbish dump, Al Ain sew-
age works and Al Ain drainage pool.

LARGE COUNTS: At Al Ghar lake 76 on 16 Apr, 154 on 28 Apr and 40 there 5 May. 50
were at Al Wathba sewage on 4 Mar, 200+ at Ramtha Tip 19 Aug and 50 at Al Ain

drainage quarry 8 Oct.

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta
Uncommon migrant and winter visitor, becoming less frequent.
6 were at Al Wathba sewage 22 Jan-3 Feb and one was there 19 Feb and 7 Apr - the only

records in 1993.

Crab Plover Dromas ardeola

Summer visitor to breeding grounds on inshore islands west of Abu Dhabi.

It appears that breeding colonies of Abu al Abyadh and Umm Amin disperse in winter at
least to Khor al Beidah, Murawah and Dhabiyah.

COUNTS AT KHOR AL BEIDAH: Counts over the year include 577 on 22 Jan, 215 on
15 Mar, 207 on 9 Apr, 7 on 22 Jul, 51 on 20 Aug, 96 on 10 Sep, 166 on 24 Sep, 200 on 24
Oct and 388 on 12 Nov. (See histogram below)

10 on Murawah Island 19 Mar, one on Sila peninsula 11 Apr and 54 on Dhabiyah 23 Apr.

Dispersal of Crab Plovers within UAE - 1993
1000 — - B Dhabiyah
]
8001 B Murawah Island
O Khor al Beidah
600 -
O Abu al Abyadh

2. 15- early 16 2= 30- 13- 23 - mid 24- mid- 24- mid
Jan Mar Apr Apr May May Jun Jun Jun Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct Nov

BREEDING: 15 were first back on Abu al Abyadh colony on 24 Mar. Nearly 300 pairs

nested this year. Numbers, including young, increased to 696 on 6 Jun, 838 on 13 Jun and

peaked at 995 on 23 Jun. Numbers declined from late June to mid September, with only 25
remaining by mid October. Minimum of 186 young counted (S.Aspinall).

A new colony discovered at Umm Amin of 67 birds with 29-33 occupied burrows 3-4 Jun.
42 adults, 8 juveniles present 1 Aug (S.Aspinall).

74 were on Dhabiyah 7 Oct while 500 birds were off Murawah Island on 10 Nov with 346

there 23 Nov.
One flying north off Dibba 17 Jun was well away from any known breeding areas.
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Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus

Regular, mostly autumn migrant and winter visitor

SPRING: One was on Das island 6 Feb and 23 Mar. No mainland records.

AUTUMN: Definite passage throughout region 21-27 Sep, all records listed as follows: 2
were on Das Island 21-24 Sep, one at Bateen wood 25 Sep, 2 at Shuweihat 26 Sep, one at
Baynunah 27 Sep, one at Eastern lagoon 8 Oct, one at Khor Dubai 16 Oct, 7 at Ruwais 18
Oct, 2 at Khor Al Beidah 2 Nov, 2 at Bateen wood 17 Nov, 2 at Ruwais 19 Nov and one
was on Das island 22 Nov.

Fresh tracks noted regularly in the desert until late December.

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor
Elusive breeder in the Emirates and summer (post-breeding) passage migrant. Often turns
up from late spring. North African populations of the species regularly disperse northward
after breeding and the UAE records might be attributed to the same behaviour among
Arabian populations. Record numbers were found in 1993.
SPRING: 2 juveniles found at Halaylah Island 5 Apr was unusual, and indicates very early
(post-breeding) dispersal. 2 were at Khor al Beidah 21 Apr, increasing to 20 on 19 May and
a record 100 from 26-28 May. 5, including 2 juvs. were on Bu Tinah 6 May.
SUMMER/AUTUMN: 2 juvs. near Sweihan (breeding confirmed there in 1994) 17 May
with 13 there 21 May. 49 were at Ruwayah pools 24 May increasing to 71 on 17 Jun
declining to 17 by 12 Aug. Up to 15 were at Khor Dubai 17-25 May. ’
One on Das island 10 and 27 Jun proves that some venture out into the Gulf. 5 at the
Emirates golf course 7 Jun peaked at 16 on 3 Sep, declining to 3 on 7 Oct when last seen
2 were at Al Fariq 5 Jun with 14 there 8 Aug. 11 at Al Wathba camel track on 29 Ju]'
peaking at 24 on 3 Aug, declining to 3 on 11 Sep. 4 were near Al Ghusais rubbish dum ,
(Dubai) 10 Aug. 8 were at Towaisa 26 Aug, one at Jebel Dhanna 8 Sep. 22 were at Al Aig
:;]n;?';g;‘:kzls Sep dc;.?.creasing to 12 by 28 Oct. 4 were at Sweihan 13 Oct.

: 2 were at Baynunah 29 N i
A gec' ov, 2 were at Sweihan 29 Nov & 9 Dec and 2 were at

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola

Regular late spring, early autumn migrant in small numbers.

SPRING: One was on Abu al Abyadh 12 Apr and up to 2 were there 12-14 May.
A.UTUMN: Juveniles were at Al Wathba camel track 29 Jul and on Abu al Abyadil 2 Aug
Singles were seen on Das island 2 Sep, Al Wathba 17 Sep, Emirates golf course 18-23 Sep'
Abu Dl.mabl horse race course 2 Oct and Al Ain camel track 18 Sep. 2 were at Al Habab 11’
Sep, 3 juv. were at Al Ain camel track 26 Sep-3 Oct, with one remaining to 11 Oct.

One Glareola sp. was seen near Mafraq 8 Aug.

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni

Vagrant

gof;:s;;wli)ntez gl;’: at Al Ain camel track 1-3 Oct (S.Aspinall/M.McGill) and one at Kalb;
ec (C.Richardson/NSR, identifi ’

. (Soo Piase ntified by EBRC) were only the country’s 2nd and 3rd

The Kalba bird remained on Kalba bea i )

: : ch for several days into 1994, where i

time ha’wkmg flies over a turtle carcass. ’ PRIE e AR
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a Little Pratincole was found at Khor Dubai
on 11th December

i
ik

Little Pratincole Glareola lactea

Vagrant

#One at Khor Dubai 11 Dec (H.Virtanen), was the 5th record.
The last record was in December 1985 at Zabeel fish ponds.

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Migrant and summer visitor. Rare in winter.

First migrants, 3 at Ramtha tip 15 Jan.

BREEDING: Earliest breeding record: pair with 3 newly-hatched chicks Jebel Ali 26 Mar.
Maximum of 20 at Ramtha 28 May, with 66 there including young, 7 Jul. 31 were at
Emirates golf course 11 Jul, with 40 there 6 Oct. 16 were at Ain al Faydah early July and
22 were there 3 Sep. One still remained at Ramtha 5 Nov.

WINTER: One was at Al Wathba sewage ponds 24 Dec and 2 were at Al Ain sewage works

31 Dec.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor to mudflats and lagoons, few in summer.
Noteworthy flocks include 200+ at Khor Dubai 3 Dec, c.100 at Emirates golf course 27 Sep
and up to 70 at Abu Dhabi’s Eastern lagoon November to February.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

Common breeding resident, becoming abundant in winter due to migrant influx from Central
Asia.

Breeding at most sheltered mudflats, inshore islands and some beachheads. Also breeding
at Al Ghar lake and Al Wathba, both noteworthy Abu Dhabi inland sites, Chicks common
in April, though eggs still found in late May at Khor Dubai.

LARGE COUNTS: 680 were counted at Khor Dubai 26 Jun and 1235 there 22 Aug.
Highest counts usually in winter. (Not counted Jan’93, but 3,990 counted in Jan’92).

1650 were at Al Ghar lake 9 Jul, 298 at Khor al Beidah 30 Jul, 650 at Dhabiyah 7 Oct,
400+ at Murawah 10 Nov and 220 at Eastern lagoon 20 Dec.

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus

Very common migrant and winter visitor.

LARGE COUNTS: 1124 at Khor al Beidah 20 Jan, 1422 at Khor Dubai 22 Aug, 420
Dhabiyah 7 Oct, 2,200 on Umm al Quwain beach 12 Nov and at least 1000 Khor al Beidah
26 Dec.
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Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii
Common migrant, though more localised than Lesser Sand Plover. Small numbers in

summer.

LARGE COUNTS: 259 at Khor al Beidah 24 Jun and 536 there 30 Jul, 70 at Khor Kalba
8 Oct, 35 Dhabiyah 7 Nov and 50 on Umm al Quwain beach 12 Nov.

A juvenile migrant was on Abu al Abyadh on 15 Jun.

ian Plover Charadrius asiaticus
Scarce migrant. 1993 was a good year for Abu al Abyadh sightings.
9 records, totalling 13 birds recorded (compared to 3 records, of 16 birds in 1992)
SPRING: 3 were on Halaylah Island 5 Apr (C.Richardson/NSR) (see photo in Emirates Bird
Report 17). One, first seen on Abu al Abyadh 22-30 Apr, was present again 11 May-6 Jun
(S.Aspinall et al).
AUTUMN: A juvenile was on Abu al Abyadh 4-24 Aug, joined by an adult female 15-16
Aug,. Different birds were there 13-14 Sep (per S.Aspinall) and 29 Oct (M.McGill). 2 were
at Al Ain camel track 16-18 Sep, and 2 others were there 5 Oct (M.McGill). One was at the
Eastern lagoon 22 Nov (S.James).

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
Scarce migrant, most previous records in late autumn.
2 in the Baynunah area 17 Nov (S.Aspinall), was only the 16th record.

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

Regular winter visitor, mostly Dubai area.

WINTER/SPRING: Up to 10 at the Emirates Golf Club 19-28 Jan and 18 Mar, 83 there
29 Mar declining to 30-40 from 19-22 Apr with one or two still there on 4 May. 2 at Khor
Dubai 21 Feb and 53 there 30 Apr. Up to 4 on Abu al Abyadh Feb-Apr.

MAIN SITES OF PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER 1993
Maximum birds/month

Jan Feb Mar | Apr | May Aug | Sep | Oct Nov | Dec

Emirates 10 - 83 35 2 35 63 -
golf
course

119 100

Khor - - - - - - 74 55 - -
Dubai

Ramtha - - - - - 4 - 10 - -
tip

AUTUMN/WINTER: Earliest were singles at Khor Dubai 22 Aug and at Das Island, where,
number§ increased to 7 on 25 Aug. 35 arrived at their regular site at the golf course from
26 Aug increasing to 63 by 3 Sep and, a record 119 by 5 Nov remaining to end of the year.
74 were at Khor Dubai 25 Sep and 55 there on 23 Oct. 10 were at Ramtha 8 Oct.
Smaller numbers (less than 5 each) at Ramtha tip 27 Aug, Al Wathba 17 Sep (SJ,RQ), Abu
al Abyadh 17-24 Sep & 8 Oct, Eastern lagoon 8 Oct and Ruwais 11 Nov-24 D:ac. ’
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Vagrant Scarce and irregular migrant and winter visitor. 14 birds recorded (compared to only 2 birds
One at Al Wathba sewage ponds 30 Oct-31 Dec (E.Hirschfeld et al) was the country’s first in 1992).
[ record. See also page 109. AUTUMN/WINTER: Earliest ever record was one at the Emirates Golf Course 20 Sep-6
| Oct (C.Richardson). 10 were at Digdaga 2 Dec and 3 were at Al Ain compost plant on 17-
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 18 Dec.

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor.
LARGE COUNTS: 130 at Dhabiyah 26 Feb, 230 at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar (RQ,SJ), 80 at Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris
Dhabiyah 23 Apr, 267 at Khor Dubai 22 Aug and 300 on 31 Oct, 350 at Dhabiyah 7 Oct, Formerly considered a vagrant, though increasing number of sightings at Khor al Beidah and

60 at Dhabiyah 20 Nov, 300 at Khor Dubai 24 Dec and 100 at Khor al Beidah 26 Dec. Murawah indicate it is a localised and regular winter visitor and passage migrant.
;. WINTER/SPRING: At Khor al Beidah, 3 on 15 Jan, 21 on 20 Jan, 27 on 22 Jan, 29 on 5
Red-wattled Plover Hoplopterus indicus Mar, 46 on 9 Apr with one remaining to 25 Apr.

Resident, mostly in north. 31 on Abu al Abyadh 11 Mar, was the first record there.

55 at Hamraniyah 20 Jan and 20 at Fujeirah National dairy farm 29 Aug/20 Oct highest At Murawah Island 60+ on 18 Mar, 104+ on 20 Mar and 227+ on 22 Mar, with some still
counts of year. present to 25 Mar (S.Aspinall). These were the first records from Murawah.

Sociable Plover Chettusia gregaria

Rare winter visitor. )
4 at Hamraniyah 2-20 Jan (C.Richardson), was the 7th record. Great Knot at Khor al Beidah 1993

White-tailed Plover Chettusia leucura
Scarce migrant and winter visitor

WINTER/SPRING: Singles at Ramtha tip 15 Jan, at Al Wathba sewage 23 Jan and at Kalba 60
pools 3 Apr. 40 46
AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles at Wathba sewage 1-8 & 25 Aug and 9-10 Sep, 8-9 Oct, 28 27
Oct-4 Nov and on 24 Nov. One was at Ramtha tip 27 Aug, 25 Sep and 2 were there 8 Oct- 20
19 Nov with 7 there 30 Nov increasing to 13 (a record number) on 26 Dec. 0} ; L i 1
2 were on Das island 9 Sep. mid-Jan late-Jan early-Mar early-Apr late-Apr
Great Knot at Murawah Island 1993
300 28

. 2

: 200 21 200

) 100 04 100

= 04 : : t 0 4 ' |

;:&{7 18-Mar 20-Mar 22-Mar 25-Mar 1-Aug 10-Nov 23-Nov

ol

ot g,
a small group of Sociable Plovers at Hamraniyah <
no

1
in January was the year's only record S

AUTUMN/WINTER: At Murawah Island, there were 4+ on 1 Aug, 282 on 9-10 Nov and
80-100 there 22-23 Nov (S.Aspinall).

FOr mort? information on the occurrence of Great Knot in the UAE and its perceived status
In the Middle East, refer to Aspinall (1993a).
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Knot Calidris canutus

Vagrant.
3.4 seen on the extensive mudflats at Murawah on 9 Nov and a single, assumed one of

previous birds, there 20 Nov (S.Aspinall), was only the 2nd confirmed record for the country.

Sanderling Calidris alba

Migrant and winter visitor. Kalba, Dhabiyah and Umm al Quwain are the strongholds for
this species.

WINTER/SPRING: 12 were on Umm al Quwain beach 15 Jan, 16 at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar,
25 at Dhabiyah 23 Apr and 91 there on 3 May. Fewer other sites.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 24+ at Dhabiyah 18 Aug, 27 at Khor Kalba 27-29 Aug, 55 at
Dhabiyah 7 Oct, up to 76 Khor Kalba 8-13 Oct, 25 at Balghelam Island 22 Oct, 30+ on
Murawah 10 Nov, 34 at Kalba 18 Nov and 20 there 29 Dec. Smaller numbers were also

recorded at other sites.

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Common migrant and winter visitor, mostly mudflats.

COUNTS: Largest flocks included, 326 at Al Ghar lake 19 Feb, 700 at Khor Dubai 3 Mar,
up to 740 at Al Ghar lake 14 Apr-5 May, 390 at Khor Dubai 12 Aug, 1010 at Ramtha 13-19
Aug, ¢.220 at Eastern lagoon 24 Sep-8 Oct, at least 100 at Ramtha Tip 26 Dec and 90 at

Al Ain sewage works 31 Dec.

Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii

Regular migrant and winter visitor to freshwater sites.

WINTER/SPRING: Up to 6 were at Ramtha tip on all visits 8 Jan-6 Apr. 8 were at the
Eastern lagoon, Abu Dhabi 4 Feb and at least 6 were at the Al Ain compost plant 31 Mar.
AUTUMN/WINTER: About 7 were at Ramtha from 13 Aug to the end of the year, with
peaks of 10 from 19-27 Aug and 16 on 30 Nov. Up to 5 were at Al Wathba sewage ponds
26 Aug-24 Dec, 8 on Abu al Abyadh 3 Sep, 7 at Khor Dubai (sewage outlet) 18 Oct, 7 at
Al Wathba sewage pools 6 Nov, 7 at Eastern lagoon 7 Nov, 5 at Eastern lagoon 22 Nov,
a noteworthy 26 at Al Ain compost plant on 17 Dec and 5 at Ajman 26 Dec.

Smaller numbers were at other sites.

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta

Formerly considered a vagrant but increasing coverage suggest it is a scarce autumn migrant.
One on Abu al Abyadh 13 Sep and 2 there 14 Sep (G.Clarkson) were the 6th & 7th records,
One juvenile at Al Wathba sewage on 9 Nov (E.Hirschfeld) was the 8th UAE record.

L
Hiw=

"y H

T 1)y
Sl £
at least three Long-toed Stints were recorded in 1993 |1/ [[THT™ e
e H_,_”//W”l/u_yll

Emirates Bird Report: 18

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

Very common migrant, particularly in early autumn. Scarce in winter.

SPRING: 1353 at Al Ghar lake 14 Apr and 236 there 28 Apr, 330 at Dhabiyah 23 Apr.
AUTUMN: Khor Dubai numbers reached 2,880 on 22 Aug.

WINTER COUNTS: 100 Khor al Beidah 20 Jan, 80 at Ajman 26 Dec and 20 at Khor al

Beidah 26 Dec.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Common late autumn migrant and winter visitor.

LARGE COUNTS: 470 were at Dhabiyah 26 Feb, 850 at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar and ¢.500
there 6 Apr, 500 Khor Dubai 24 Dec and 800 at Ajman 26 Dec. No accurate counts made
at Khor Dubai, where species winters in thousands.

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus

Localised migrant (mostly Khor Dubai), sometimes in large numbers, less common in winter.
WINTER/SPRING: 570 at Khor Dubai 21 Feb and 84 there 13 Mar, 20 Eastern lagoon,
Abu Dhabi 27 Feb, 14 at Dhabiyah 17 Apr and a peak of 18 on Abu al Abyadh 13 May,
with one remaining to 22 May.

SUMMER: 2 were on Abu al Abyadh 14 Jun with 3 on 15 Jun.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Abu al Abyadh 14 Jul with 17 at the ferry terminal 8
Sep and 33 there 15 Sep. 327 were at Khor Dubai 11 Aug, 58 on 22 Aug and 61 on 22 Sep.
Small numbers were seen at numerous other locations, including Sir Bani Yas, Ramtha, Khor
Kalba, the Eastern lagoon, the golf club and the Zabeel fish ponds, in September and Octo-
ber. 22 at Dhabiyah 7 Oct, 510 at Khor Dubai 31 Oct and 28 at Khor Dubai 24 Dec.

Ruff Philomachus pugnax

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor, favouring sewage beds.

Al Wathba sewage pools consistently hosted the largest numbers: up to 48 from 12 Feb-8
Mar, 75 on 7 Apr, 103 on 16 Apr, 27 on 28 Apr. Also regular there in autumn, maximum
45 from 9-10 Sep.

Other important sites: 21 were at Khor Kalba 27 Feb, c.45 at Ramtha tip 28 Aug & 5 Nov.
21 at the Emirates golf course 15 Sep and 177 at Ajman on 26 Dec. ’

Jack Soipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor (probably more common than records indicate). All
records listed below.

WINTER/SPRING: 2 were at Wathba sewage on 23 Feb.

AU‘IUMN{WINTER: Singles were at the Zabeel fish ponds 16 Sep, near Khor Dubai 16
Oct, Ruwais 22 Oct, Al Ain camel track 25 Oct & 1 Nov (2 there 27 Oct), Emirates golf
course 29 Oct, Al Ain sewage works 9 Nov, Al Ain drainage ponds 9 & 17 Nov, at Al
Wathba sewage ponds 28 Oct-19 Nov, Zabeel fish ponds 24 Dec and Ramtha 29 D’ec.
2'were at Wathba 20 Nov-14 Dec with 4 there 30 Dec, up to 4 were at the Emirates Golf
Club 3-25 Dec and 4 were at Ramtha Tip 26 Dec.

Co_mmon Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Fairly common migrant and winter visitor.
WINTER/SPRING: Numbers at the Emirates golf course increased from 7 on 19 Jan to

over 20 from 22 Feb-13 Mar, peaking at 33 on 8 M i i
e tom 22 Fe peaking 2 ar. 4 remained until 19 Apr. Smaller
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AUTUMN/WINTER: First autumn record 25 Aug. Maximum numbers, ¢.90 at the Emirates
golf course 25 Dec, represents an extraordinary wintering number.

Great Snipe Gallinago media

Scarce migrant.
#0One was at the Emirates golf course 18-25 Sep (S.Aspinall/C.Richardson) and #3 were

there 7 Oct (C.Richardson). (See Plate 2).

Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura

Scarce and localised winter visitor and probable passage migrant. Probably overlooked.
WINTER/SPRING: Maximum 6 wintered at the Emirates golf course to April, with last
record 26 Apr. One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 23-26 Apr (C.Richardson).

Pintail Snipe at the
Emirates golf course, Dubai 1993
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AUTUMN/WINTER: An extraordinary flock of 27 were at the Emirates golf course 2 Sep
(J.K.Bannon) (not shown on histogram above). Up to 3 birds were present from 10 Sep, 4
from 7 Oct and 6 from 5 Nov to the end of the year. One was at Al Wathba sewage on 9
Sep. Another seen from 14 Oct, increased to 2 from 16 Nov (S.James/E.Hirschfeld) appar-
ently present to the end of the year.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Rare winter visitor.

One was at the Emirates golf club 13 Nov (C.Richardson) and one was on Abu al Abyadh
on #15 Nov (M.McGill), 7th and possible 8th records.

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Uncommon localised migrant and winter visitor.

33 at Khor Dubai 3 Mar, and 14 on 13 Mar. A peak of 50 were seen there on 24 Dec.
Smaller numbers were present at other times.

There were single summer records at Khor Dubai 26 Jun & 12 Jul and 4 were there from
11 Aug, with 17 from 22 Aug-6 Sep, 30 on 23 Oct and 16 on 31 Oct. 2 were at the Zabeell

fish ponds 12-23 Sep, with 5 there 19 Sep and one was at Al Wathba 10 Sep.

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Very common migrant and winter visitor, some oversummering.
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LARGE COUNTS: 1150 at Khor Dubai 3 Mar and 1150 reported at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar.
430 was the year’s highest count at Dhabiyah 7 Oct.

whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Fairly common autumn migrant, scarce at other times.

LARGE COUNTS: 19 were at Khor Kalba 15 Jul. 16 at Khor al Beidah 30 Jul, with 30
there 13 Aug and 20 were there 4 Nov. 7 arrived at the Emirates golf course 12 Aug,
increased to 10 on 26 Aug and peaked at 12 on 10 Sep. One remained until 7 Oct. 28 were
at the Eastern lagoon 24 Sep while 38 were at the Eastern lagoon 22 Nov.

Also recorded December-June, with small numbers at Al Jazeerah Khor, Khor Dubai,
Murawah, Dhabiyah, Sir Bani Yas Island, Abu al Abyadh and Ras al Khaimah lagoon man-

groves.

Curlew Numenius arquata

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor to mudflats and lagoons. Very early return
migrant in summer.

HIGH COUNTS: 35 at Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Apr, 150 at Khor al Beidah 23 Jul, 59 at Khor
Dubai 12 Aug, 85 at Dhabiyah 7 Oct, 91 at Khor al Beidah 26 Dec.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Irregular autumn migrant, occasionally at other times.

SPRING: Single birds on Abu al Abyadh 11 Mar & 17 Apr and Al Wathba sewage 16 Apr.
AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles were at Al Wathba sewage 9 Sep & 14 Oct and 31 Oct, at
Ramtha 14 Sep, at Ruwayah 30 Sep and Khor Kalba 8 Oct, Emirates golf course 10 Oct and
near Khor Dubai 16 Oct.

2 were at Al Wathba on 24 Oct, at Ramtha 5 Nov and at Dubai sewage treatment plant 23
Oct. Individuals were at Ramtha Tip 12-26 Dec, Emirates golf course 25 Dec and at Ajman
sewage pools on 26 Dec.

Redshank 7ringa totanus

Common migrant and winter visitor.

LARGE COUNTS: 291 at Khor al Beidah 22 Jan, 110 Eastern lagoon 4 Feb, 220 at Khor
Dubai 3 Mar and 120 at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar. 365 were at Khor Dubai 12 Jul and 795
were there 22 Aug.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

Regular autumn migrant, usually in small numbers and scarce in spring.

SPRING: 3 were at Al Jazeerah Khor 1 Mar, one at Ramtha 4 & 29 Mar, one on Abu al
Abyadh 25 Mar and 4 were at Khor al Beidah 2 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Rare July records include one at Ramtha tip 7 Jul and one on Abu
al Abyadh 14 Jul. Up to 3 were at Khor al Beidah 27 Aug, 17 Sep and 8 Oct, up to 4 were
at Al Wathba sewage ponds 30 Sep to 27 Dec and 9 at Ajman sewage 26 Dec.

Ones and twos also at Al Ain sewage, Ramtha tip, Khor Dubai outfall, Al Ghar lake, Nadd

al Sheba golf club, Sir Bani Yas, Fujeirah National dairy farm and the Emirates golf course
August to December.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Common migrant and winter visitor.
LARGE COUNTS: 9 were at Ramtha tip 7 Feb and 10 were there 10 Aug, 18 at Khor
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Dubai 3 Mar, 47 at Dhabiyah 1 Oct, 70 on Murawah 9 Oct and c.25 were at Khor al Beidah
6 Apr & 26 Dec.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Fairly common migrant, few in winter.

WINTER/SPRING: Ones & twos at several sites January-early April. 3 were at the Zabeel
fish ponds 21 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: 2 at Ramtha tip on 7 Jul was first autumn sighting. Fairly common
August to mid September, irregular to the end of year. 5 at Ramtha tip 10 Sep & 26 Dec,
largest parties.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Common migrant, sometimes in winter.

WINTER/SPRING: Regular in small groups of up to 4 together, until the end of April. One
on Abu al Abyadh 1-3 May and 5 at Al Ghar lake 5 May were exceptionally late.
AUTUMN/WINTER: 4+ at Ramtha from 30 Jul, with 5 on 10 Aug increasing to 11 on 19
Aug. Common on passage August to mid November, less common to end of the year.
Regular at Al Wathba and Ramtha tip, with a peak of 8 at Al Ain compost plant 17 Dec.

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

Fairly common migrant and winter visitor, rarely seen away from mudflats.

INLAND: One at Al Ain drainage pond on 6 May was noteworthy.

LARGE COUNTS: Up to 135 were at Khor al Beidah 20-22 Jan; 80+ at Khor Dubai 14
May, and 78 there 22 Aug. 40 at Khor al Beidah 24 Oct.

Also seen in smaller numbers at Al Jazeerah Khor, Abu al Abyadh, Ramtha tip, Emirates
golf course (one on 12 Aug), Umm al Quwain beach and Khor Kalba.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Common at freshwater ponds and sheltered breakwaters. All months except June.
Largest congregation was 34 at Eastern lagoon 7 Nov.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Fairly common migrant, coasts and sewage works.

INLAND: One was at Al Ain sewage works 11 Sep.

LARGE COUNTS: 95 were at Khor al Beidah 20 Jan, with 40-50 there during each visit
March and April. 121 were at Khor Dubai 22 Aug, 23 at Ramtha 27 Aug, 28 at Khor al
Beidah 10 Sep, 25 Dhabiyah 7 Oct, 23 at Eastern lagoon 7 Nov and 41 on Umm al Quwain
beach 12 Nov.

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus

Regular migrant. Many thousand winter offshore in the Arabian Sea.

SPRING: One was at Ain al Faydah 31 Mar and one was seen from Dibba bay 2 Apr. 11
were at Al Ghar lake 28 Apr, 39 at Al Ghar lake 5 May and one at the Emirates golf course
7 Jun.

AUTUMN: One adult was at Al Wathba sewage and 2 were on Abu al Abyadh 20 Aug. 2
were at the Emirates golf course 2 Sep, increasing to 4 on 10 Sep, with one remaining until
28 Oct. 2 were at the Nadd al Sheba golf course 6 Sep, while one was at Al Wathba sewage
9-10 Sep, 10 on Abu al Abyadh 14 Sep, one at Ain al Faydah 15 Sep, 26 at Al Ghar lake
17 Sep, one at Al Wathba sewage 30 Sep and 18 at Al Ghar lake 8 Oct.
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pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus
Regular migrant throughout the year off Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman, though coasts
rarely watched. Most records are from east coast due to an almost complete lack of observ-
ers watching Gulf coast, where they do occur regularly north of Abu Dhabi and occasionally
further west.

R/SPRING: 7 at Dibba 3 Jan, one at Murawah 20 Mar, one offshore near Qarnayn
Island 4 May and 10 at Dibba 30 May.
A total of 17 seen heading north off Dubai coast during total 2 hours of dusk seawatching
1.7 Apr. See EBRI7:56 (Bannon 1993).
AUTUMN/WINTER: One on Abu al Abyadh 15 Aug, 2 at Dibba 29 Aug, 2 at Khor Kalba
29 Aug, 8 & 13 Oct and one there 26 Oct & 13 Dec. 2 were at Umm Al Quwain 2 Nov.
Up to 5 reported during short seawatches off east coast at other times, including May, June

and July.

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

Migrant, most common autumn to winter. Similar status to pomarinus. All records listed
(but certainly under-recorded).

WINTER/SPRING: 2 off Fujeirah 4 Jan, one on Abu al Abyadh 11 & 13 Mar, one near
Murawah 20 Mar, 2 around Yasat Islands 1 Apr and one near Kalba 3 Apr. 47 seen heading
porth off Dubai coast during total of 2 hours seawatching 1-7 Apr. See Bannon (1993). One
at Das island 16 Apr and one off Abu Dhabi 8 May.

AUTUMN: One at Dibba 29 Aug and one at Kalba 17 Sep. One adult pale phase Abu al
Abyadh 16-29 Oct, one Khor Kalba 26 Oct, one Umm Al Quwain 4 Nov, one west of Abu
Dhabi 8 Nov and at least 2 pale phase adults and 4 imm. Abu al Abyadh 14 Nov and one
off Abu Dhabi 17 Dec.

Arctic/Pomarine Skua Stercorarius parasiticus/ pomarinus

9 heading north off Dubai 4-7 Apr, 2 Khor Kalba 26 Oct, one off Jumeirah beach 27 Oct,
one Abu al Abyadh 21 Nov and 5+ at Dibba 8/9 Dec.

ALL SKUA RECORDS IN THE UAE - 1993
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Arctic 2 - 3 51 1 - - 1 1 2 8 1
'Pom’ 7 - 1 17 16 5 5 5 - 5 2 1
skua - - - 9 - - - - - 3 1 5
sp.
Sooty Gull Larus hemprichii

Breeds on offshore islands. Migrant and resident, though most are only seen along mainland
coasts February to October.

4 at Kalba 4 Jan and 2 at Umm al Quwain beach 15 Jan.

Common from March, particularly on east coast. 540 at Kalba 3 Apr and 124 there 23 Jul,
representative numbers.
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BREEDING: 300+ on Qarnayn Island 5 May, where 215 pairs counted. Most clutches
complete and some young, of less than one week, found 8 May.
One East Coast 8 Nov and 2 off Dibba 31 Dec.

Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichthyaetus

Fairly common winter visitor and spring migrant.

WINTER/SPRING: Flock of 40 at Dibba 26 Feb. Last recorded 1 May.

One west of Abu Dhabi 10 Jun was a rare summer record.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First records, one at Kalba 18 Nov and 3 at Umm al Quwain 24 Nov.
50+ were found on Abu al Abyadh in Nov and 50 were on the beach at UAQ 26 Dec. A
first winter bird at Al Wathba sewage ponds 29 Nov was unusual so far inland.

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

Abundant winter visitor to coasts, harbours, rubbish dumps and inland shallow pools.
LARGE COUNTS: 30,000 were at Al Qusais (Dubai’s solid waste dump) 14 Feb and 20,000
were roosting around temporary water reservoirs near Creek Golf Club, Dubai on 8 Mar.

First autumn record Dubai 17 Sep. 3,300 were at Khor Dubai 2 Nov and 3,000 were at
Zabeel fish drying area near Fujeirah port 29 Dec.

Slender-billed Gull Larus genei

Non-breeding species, present most of year. Rarely more than 200 together. Autumn influx
from early August.

LARGE COUNTS: 715 on Umm al Quwain beach 2 Mar, 200+ at Dhabiyah 6 Nov and

200 at Murawah 10 Nov.
1992: Very large flock of 2000 reported at Al Jazeerah Khor 9 Dec.

Armenian Gull Larus armenicus

Status of this species is obscured by reports of other confusing sub-species of similar
appearance in this complex group. Formerly thought to be common in winter, armenicus is
actually quite scarce and all observers are advised to take great care in identifying them.
#The following reliable reports are listed here for the record:

WINTER/SPRING: One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 9 Mar and one was on Kalba beach
with thousands of cachinnans-types 3 Apr.

AUTUMN/WINTER: One was on Dubai creek 24 Dec, 10 on Umm al Quwain beach 26
Dec and 15 on Dibba beach 28 Dec (J.Dierschke/CR et al).

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
Fairly common non-breeding visitor, mostly in sheltered lagoons, rarely on the exposed coast.

Most regular August-December.
LARGE COUNTS: 77 were at Khor al Beidah (where over 30 is noteworthy) 5 Mar, 26 at

Khor Dubai 22 Sep.

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia

Migrant, present all year round, but usually recorded at less than 5 sites per year.
Normally less than 10 together, but these large counts were reported: 24 at Khor Dubai 3
Mar, 17 on 8 Apr and 25 there 24 Dec. 14 on Abu al Abyadh 14 May and 18 there 29 Oct.

14 were at Murawah Island 10 Nov.
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Also seen at Dhabiyah, Bahrani, Abu Dhabi and Khor al Beidah.
9+ were on Abu al Abyadh 5 Mar, with a pair mobbing observers (S.Aspinall/J.K.Bannon)

swift Tern Sterna bergii

Mainly breeding summer visitor, smaller numbers in winter. Regular at roost sites spring to
autumn at Umm al Quwain and Dibba where up to 10 were often found together with more
numerous Lesser Crested Terns.

LARGE COUNTS: 15 were at Halaylah island on 5 Apr, ¢.300 at Qarnayn roost 5 May, 25
at Bu Tinah 6 May, 44 were at Umm al Quwain 23 Jul, with 83 there on 13 Aug and 16 on
26 Sep. 10+ were at Dibba 30 Dec was the highest winter count.

[sland breeding colonies were not surveyed in 1993.

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis

Breeding summer visitor, few in winter.

SPRING: One on Abu al Abyadh 11 Mar and 30 there 14 Mar. 30 also on Umm al Quwain
beach 14 Mar, first sign of summer influx.

LARGE COUNTS: 1000 at Qarnayn 5 May, 11,000 at Bu Tina shoals 6 May (S.Aspinall)
301 at Umm al Quwain beach roost 18 Jun and 880 there 13 Aug. 311 Abu Dhabi corniche:
16 Sep and 350 off Abu Dhabi 8 Nov.

A large count of 120+ on Abu al Abyadh 27 Nov is a high number for winter, when most
birds have normally moved away from area.

Ones and twos only in December.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis

Non-breeder. Fairly common along coasts in winter. Immatures form roosts near the coast
in summer.

SPRING COUNTS: 78 at Dibba 28 Feb, up to 250 on Abu al Abyadh 13-14 Mar, 250 on
Umm al Quwain beach 14 Mar, 200 at Dibba 2 Apr and 140+ Khor Dubai 14 May.
SUMMER: Noteworthy records include 40-55 at Khor Dubai 24 Jun-18 Aug, c.40 at Umm
al Quwain 24 Jun-13 Aug and 37 at Rams 25 Jun.

AUTUMN COUNTS: Influx noted from October. 125 at Khor Kalba 18 Nov.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Fairly common migrant May-October, sometimes difficult to separate from White-cheeked

Tern in non-breeding plumage. Several reports of birds showing characters of longipennis
race, noted for its black bill and dark legs. Noteworthy sightings listed below.

SPRING: 2, including one showing features of longipennis race, on Halaylah Island 21 May

and 21 at Khor Dubai 22 May, included many dark-billed aduits. See Oman Bird News

14:5-7 (Richardson 1993).

At least 7 on Umm al Quwain beach 28 May. 318 were at Dibba 30 May while only 95 were
there 31 May, with 79 along the stretch of coastline from Khor Fakkan-Fujairah on th;, same

?ay. Up to 144 were roosting on Umm al Quwain beach 11-18 Jun. 134 were at Dibba 17
un and 53 were at Khor Kalba 18 Jun. 18 second-summer and 4 third-summer birds at

iams 25 Jun, 65 at Khor Kalba 15 Jul and 16 Khor Midfaq 23 Jul.

27l_JZ'IS;UMN: 5 at UAQ begch 1'3 Aug and 13 there 10 Sep. Up to 550 were at Khor Kalba

Aug, 79 Abu Dhabi corniche 16 Sep, 24 at Khor Kalba 17 Sep and 105 there 13 Oct,

40 at UAQ beach 26 Sep, ¢.600
i P, €.600 at Khor Kalba 8 Oct, 550 were at Ras Dibb
2 off Abu Dhabi 8 Nov were last autumn records. St
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‘White-cheeked Tern Sterna repressa :
Fairly common summer breeding visitor to islands, frequents mainland coasts late March to

early November.

WINTER: Unrecorded January-March, except for one at Dibba 3 Jan and 2 there 26 Feb
and up to 3 on Abu al Abyadh 20-26 Mar.

SPRING: 122 at on Kalba beach 3 Apr, c.800 at Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Apr and 1000+ on
Abu al Abyadh 9 Apr. 200+ each were on Bu Tinah and Qarnayn Islands 5-6 May. 550 on
Umm al Quwain beach 11-18 Jun. )

BREEDING: 272 pairs on Abu al Abyadh 30 May, hatching from 13 Jun and fledging from
end of July to mid August. ¢.100 pairs on Umm Amim and 10 pairs Qasar Selahah.
AUTUMN: 268 on Khor Kalba beach 29 Aug, 250 on UAQ beach 26 Sep, 200 at Dibba 20
Oct and ¢.2000 Abu al Abyadh 29 Oct. Hundreds seen on Delma, Murawah, Ras Ghumais
and Sir Bani Yas in September.

WINTER: Up to 10 were seen on Das island 12/19 Nov.

Unidentified Common/White-checked Tern
600 at Umm al Quwain 29 Aug; 8000+ at Bahrani Island 8 Nov and 4000 at Khor Kalba

26 Oct, mostly White-cheeks.

Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus

Summer breeding visitor, pelagic and generally far offshore.

Earliest sightings, 5+ offshore Sir Bani Yas 27 Mar and 25+ seen on way to Yasat Islands
30 Mar. Up to 2000+ between Kafai and Ghaghah 9-10 Apr (Aspinall 1994). ¢.250 were on
North Yasat 14 Apr, indicating fairly early arrival on breeding grounds.

Seen regularly from coast May to October.

BREEDING: 500-800 pairs nesting on Qarnayn Island 7 May, no eggs yet. 2000 pairs on
Umm Amim 3-4 Jun and 500 pairs Qaser Salahah 3-4 Jun.

289 were off Dibba 17 Jun with 1200 there on 20 Oct. Several other reports of smaller
numbers during period.

Little Tern Sterna albifrons

Exact status unknown, though it appears to be a spring migrant and non-breeding summer
visitor.

2 probably this species, Khor Dubai 14 May. 20 on Umm al Quwain beach 11 Jun and 4
there 18 Jun. 26 were at Khor Kalba 18 Jun, one was at Umm al Quwain 24 Jun and one

was at Rams 25 Jun.

Saunders’ Little Tern Sterna saundersi

Summer breeding visitor, nests mostly on inshore islands and shoals. In spring rarely seen
before late February.

LARGE COUNTS: 47 at Khor al Beidah 5 Mar, 35 at Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Mar, 50 at Al
Jazeerah Khor 6 Apr, 200 at Ghaghah 7 Apr, c.55 at Ramtha 7 Jul-25 Sep (where numbers
peaked at 130 on 10 Sep). 797 at Dhabiyah 7 Oct and 2800 there 6 Nov (but only 50 there
20 Nov) and 450 west of Abu Dhabi 8 Nov.

BREEDING RECORDS: Present from late February. 50+ pairs Abu al Abyadh 11-13 Mar,

with at least 3 pairs on eggs 21-22 Apr with fledging from 30 May. Some unhatched on 13

Jun.

10+ pairs Murawah, nests with eggs on Yasat 30 Mar, and found breeding at Ras Ghanada. | a Black Tem in breeding plumage was reported e T Mleverae,
reported at

WINTER: One was at Al Jazeerah Khor 2 Jan, 2 were at Khor al Beidah 20 Jan, 2 were on
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pas island 5 Feb. Singles at Ramtha and Dibba in December.
1992: 1D$were at Khor al Beidah 6 Dec, 20 at Al Jazeerah Khor 9 Dec and 4 at Ramtha Tip
11-12 Dec.

Unidentified Little/Saunders’ Tern
600 small terns were seen offshore Ras Dibba 13 Oct, believed mostly Saunders’.

whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

Migrant and winter visitor, locally common, eg Ramtha tip.

WINTER/SPRING: 24 were at Ramtha tip 8-15 Jan, 5 on 2 Mar increasing to 27 on 6 Apr
SUMMER: Single birds were at Ramtha 11-18 Jun & 7 Jul and at the Zabeel fish ponds li
Jun. 4 were at the Dubai creek golf course 14 Jul.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Light passage from mid August, to end of the year, with highest
counts of up to 7 at the Zabeel fish ponds 31 Aug-21 Sep and 16 at Ramtha 10 Sep. Ones
and tw;)s also recorded at Khor Dubai, Abu al Abyadh, Ruwais, Al Wathba and Ain al
Faiydah.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Vagrant.
One in breeding plumage seen on Kalba beach 8 Apr (R.Quested) and one wi

. . nter-plumaged
adult near Dhadnah 14 Oct (E.Hirschfeld), were the 1st & 2nd records for the coEntry gee
also page 107. ’

White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

Fairly common autumn migrant (though less common than
Whiskered) and localised at other times.
WINTER/SPRING: Up to 4 at Ramtha 8-15 Jan, 3 on 2 Mar,
8 on 6 Mar and up to 7 from 6-30 Apr.

SUMMER: One was at Ramtha 7 Jul.
AUTUMN/WINTER: One was at Ramtha 19 Aug. Fairly
common from late August to early October. Up to 7 at the
Zabeel fish ponds 5 Sep-1 Oct, with 10 there on 21 Sep, 4 at
Al Wathba sewage 17 Sep, 6 at Khor Dubai 22 Sep, 8 Safa
park 24 Sep and 3 at the Emirates golf course 27 Sep. Smaller
numbers at Al Wathba, Ruwais, Fujeirah National dairy farm,

Khor Dubai, Ramtha tip and Khor Kalba to the end of the
year.
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Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii

Very elusive resident of mountains and adjacent gravel plains.

¢.150 came to drink at Wadi Bih dam after dusk on 4 Apr.

Heard coming to drink at freshwater spring at Dhayah mangroves 1 Mar.
Several records in adjacent Oman territory (see separate Oman list at end).

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Prerocles exustus

Fairly common resident of sandy areas, seldom seen in the desert though regular at known,
drinking places. }
Since 1987 the highest flocks recorded at favourite drinking pools has rarely exceeded 50
birds. 1993 was truly a record year for the species.

At Ruwayah pools, 30 on 19 Feb, 80 on 23 Feb, 180 on 16 Mar, ¢.80 on 30 Mar, 34 on 17

Aug and 60 on 29 Oct. Smaller numbers also seen there May, June, July.

Flocks of up to 15 regular Ras Ghanada in May and August. 2 were at the Emirates golf
course 22 Feb and 10 Sep; up to 125 were at pools near Jebel Ali village 26/29 Mar. 27 were|
inland from Ghantoot 23 Aug and 90 were in the same area 3 Sep. Up to 150 were found.
drinking at a sewage outflow near Khor Dubai 15-18 Oct.

283, the highest flock on record, were at Al Wathba sewage 17 Sep. Up to 75 came to drink,
at nearby Wathba camel track 1 Oct and 19 Nov.

Also reported at Ruwais, Sweihan, Al Ain, Baynunah and Khor Kalba, where groups of up,

to 20 birds were seen October-December.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Vagrant. !
#One in Jebel Alj hotel grounds on 20 Mar (R.A-Richardson), would be the 4th record. |

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Common and spreading.
Extending range to Das island, with singles seen 27-28 Mar & 8 Oct.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

Summer breeding visitor and passage migrant. The rich cultivated area of Hamraniyah holds

the country’s greatest concentration, estimated at 10 pairs/100 hectares (encompassing

¢.1,500 hectares of cultivations).

SPRING: 2 at Hamraniyah 4 Apr, was first spring sighting. 59 were there on 16 Apr, with,
88 on 21 May. Smaller numbsers at other known breeding sites including Abu al Abyadh and

Ruwayah. One tired migrant was found on Umm al Quwain beach 6 Apr. Otherwise passage
generally light.

AUTUMN: Last sightings were singles at Ruwayah on 15 Sep and at Das Island on 18 Sep.

Palm Dove Streptopelia senegalensis

Common nearly everywhere. Appears to be expanding its population on the offshore islands
of Delma, Zirka and Arzanah, and currently colonising Das Island.

Breeding range extended to Abu al Abyadh (TB25) and Sila (RB2S), first noted in 1993,

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis

Vagrant. #Single birds were seen on Das Island 1-2 Apr (male) (L.Reaney/M.Woods) and
29 Apr (L-Reaney). #One was at Bab (TB24), in western desert, 1 May (A.Rollo/-
G.Clarkson/S.Aspinall), possible 8th, 9th and 10th records.

r
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Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri

Locally common, becoming increasingly widespread. N

6 at Al Habab (VB27) 21 Jan and 10 there 19 Jun and one at Bidiyah, on E?st.C(?ast‘ZS
Feb, indicate range expansion. Common on Abu al Abyadh, Delma and Ruwais, indicating
furﬂ’)er expansion of known range. . ' ‘

Signs of migration via Das Island: 2 there in March, up to 6 there in April, one there
throughout June, one on 8 Aug, 3 from 25 Aug-8 Sep, one on‘5 Sep, one ‘11/12 Sep, one 23
Sep-12 Oct and 2 from Nov to the end of the year. But no signs of nesting there.

300 were counted at Bateen wood/Mushref park on 12 Oct.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Spring and autumn migrant. Calling birds holding territory, with possible summer breeding

population on the mountain plateaux of the Ras al Jebel (Jennings 1992). More studies
needed in the area in February and March to clinch a first breeding record for Arabia,
SPRING: One very early migrant was at Dibba 28 Feb and seen heading for the mountains,
therefore could have been about to nest locally. Brown-phase (hepatic) birds were at the
Zabeel fish ponds 10 Apr and on Abu al Abyadh 18-20 Apr. Other individuals were on Abu
al Abyadh 24 Mar and at the Emirates golf course 19 Apr.

AUTUMN: Single birds recorded 4 Sep to 9 Oct. One late bird was at the Emirates golf

course 1 Nov.

Koel Eudynamys scolopacea
Vagrant. Previous records of single birds March 1977 and February 1988.
A female at the Emirates golf course 13 Nov (C.Richardson), was the 3rd record.

o

]wa

a female Indian Koel was very elusive at the Emirates golf course
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Barn Owl Tyto alba
Rather scarce resident (and migrant?)
A pair raised 4 young at Nakhili (inland Dubai), reported only a week old in mid June

(J.Platt).
Single birds were at Dhabiyah 19 Jan (P.Hellyer), Abu Dhabi East Road 12 May and again

16 Dec (P.Hellyer), near cultural roundabout, Sharjah 5 Sep (S.Turner), at Al Wathba
sewage ponds 14 Nov (E.Hirschfeld) and on Das island 17-23 Nov (L.Reaney/M.Wood).
This last record suggests some movement, local or otherwise as there are no resident pairs

on Das.

Bruce’s Scops Owl Otus brucei
Scarcely seen, though probably common resident in ghaf tree areas, with some seasonal

movements.
ALL RECORDS: One was heard in Wadi Bih 2 Apr (R.A.Richardson). There was at least

one pair in garden north of Al Kharran, RAK where 3 seen 18 Jun while 6 (incl. several

recently fledged young) were counted on 30 Jul (E.Hirschfeld et al).
One found dead at roadside at Hamraniyah 20 Aug (S.Aspinall/C.Richardson). One was
found at Emirates Golf course 20 Nov, possibly on migration (C.Richardson).

’scops’ owls
One scops-type owl landed on lawn at Jumeirah school during Dubai Natural History Group
evening meeting on 7 Feb (C.Richardson).

Eagle Owl Bubo bubo
Resident rocky outcrops and some older ghaf groves. Few sites known.
BREEDING: Pair seen at Qarn Nazwa throughout year, with 3 downy young first seen at

nest hole 8 Apr.
One at Jebel Buhays 26 Feb, heard Wadi Bih 25 Mar and one was seen near NARC HQ,

Sweihan 30 Aug.

Little Owl Athene noctua

Common resident.
Seen more than once (assumed at nest sites) at Jebel Faiyah, Qarn Nazwa, Wadi Tawi

Yaeen and inland Ghantoot-Sweihan. A pair were seen inland Ummus Sageem on 9 Feb,
one was at Towaisa 26 Aug, one was seen in Wadi Barag (WA27) 1 Oct, one was at Jebel
Hafit 28 Nov and one was in Wadi Uyaynah, Tayibah 29 Dec.

Short-eared Owl Asio otus
Scarce localised migrant and winter visitor.
One was on Abu al Abyadh 27 Feb, with 2 there 3-5 Mar (S.Aspinall). One on Das island

26-27 Oct (L.Reaney).

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europeus

Fairly common migrant.

SPRING: One was seen at Dubai country club 27 Apr and 5 May. One was on Abu al
Abyadh 28 Apr, with up to 2 on 1-3 & 11 May, one while 3 were on Das island 28 Apr

increasing to a record 9 on 29 Apr. 3 were at the Emirates golf club 4 May with 2 still there
5 May, while singles were at Bu Tinah 6 May, Ain al Faydah 5/12 May and on Das 11/17
May. 3 nightjar road-kills reported near Awir in mid-May.
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AUTUMN: Single birds were seen at the Zabeel fish ponds 10 Sep, on Abu al Abyadh 15
Sep, on Das island 16 Sep, at Al Ain Intercon hotel grounds 2 Oct, at Ummus Sugeem 8
Oct, in Al Wathba wood 8 Oct, Bateen wood 8 Oct, Al Ain zoo 11 Oct and Al Wathba
sewage 31 Oct. 3 were at Al Ain club 6 Nov.

Egyptian Nightjar Caprimulgus aegyptius

Rare migrant.

#7 were over Al Wathba fields 28 Apr (Tribulus 3:2:22 per C.Richardson) and one was at
Ras al Akhdar, Abu Dhabi island on 18 Oct (E.Hirschfeld).

Common Swift Apus apus

Common spring migrant, scarce at other times.

SPRING: First noted from 25 Feb, with light passage in March, increasing April to early
May. c.30 at Zabeel fish ponds from 8-24 Apr. Late noteworthy record, 20 at Ain al Faydah
20 May.

AUTUMN: Uncommon in autumn, but following were identified to species: One at Emirates
golf course 23 Sep and 7 at Zabeel fish ponds 28 Sep, with 5 there 7 Oct and an exceptional
40 there on 30 Oct. No other autumn records.

Note: This species is often confused with A.pallidus, which is scarce July-September.

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus

Common (winter) breeding visitor, locally abundant in winter and spring.

NEW BREEDING SITES: Breeding reported Abu al Abyadh 23 May, with 4 fledglings seen
6 Jun. Also breeding at Shuweihat 15 Apr and Ruwais mosque 5 Nov.

¢.400 at Dubai museum colony 21 Feb. 64 Abu Dhabi corniche 2 Mar probably breeding
nearby. Last summer records, c¢.80 at Zabeel fish ponds 5 Jul and 2 there 14 Jul. 3 at
Hamraniyah 20 Aug were unseasonal.

AUTUMN: First autumn records were one at Emi

fish ponds 30 Oct and at least 200 were there on léit‘la)segc?lf T G ot ot

Little Swift Apus affinis
Vagrant.
#One on Das island 28 May (M.Wood), would be the 7th record.

White-collared Kingfisher Halcyon chloris

Endemic sub-species resident at Khor Kalba. Habi

{ ; itat under threat from encroachi
development, human disturbance and vehicles on the khor shoreline. ey
Largest numbers reported: 16 on 27 Feb, 8 on 18 Mar, 10 on 3 Apr and 6 on 18 Jun.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Fairly common winter visitor.

WINTER/SPRING: Last spri i

: pring records on Abu al Ab -

B g to 25 Ao yadh with up to 2 present 9-16 Apr,

A - . N N

M[;:It'lerMN/SWINTER. One in Wadi Ghayl ravine on 23 Aug was one of earliest ever records.
om September onwards. At least 8 seen at Khor Kalba most visits in December.
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White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis

Vagrant.
One overwintering bird, remained at Ramtha tip until last recorded on 7 Feb (C.Richard-

son) (first reported by J.Hart on 28 August 1992 and accepted as the 2nd record).

Little Green Bee-cater Merops orientalis

Very common resident, especially in northern Emirates.

4 on Das Island 26 Mar, was unusual. 51 in fields around RAK airport area 16 Apr, indicates
how common they can be in suitable habitat.

Bluecheeked Bee-eater Merops superciliosus

Very common autumn migrant in north, small numbers breed. Fewer in spring, except on
East Coast.

SPRING: 7 at Khor Kalba on 15 Mar, ones & twos on Murawah 17-19 Mar, and one on
Das Is. 20 Mar, were earliest spring records. Passage increased pace from April with records
of up to 14 birds together at sites including Kalba, Al Habab and Al Jazeerah Khor.
Continuous stream of migrants (mostly ones and twos) on Das Island, until 12 Jun.
BREEDING: 8 at Al Habab 19 Jun, 6 nest holes identified on 2 Jul with 14 (pairs?) there
8 Jul nesting at 2 locations 1 km apart.

First fledglings 15 Jul, 4 adults, 4 juveniles at Rugheilat farm, Fujeirah and 1 ad.,1 juv. at
Kalba.

AUTUMN: First signs of dispersal/migration, one at Bateen wood 18 Aug. Becoming

abundant from late August: 20 at Zabeel fish ponds 24 Aug, up to 67 at Al Habab 26 Aug-1 '

Sep, 104 Fujeirah National dairy Farm 26-29 Aug, 64 Marbad 27 Aug. 150 were at Zabeel
fish ponds from 31 Aug peaking at an amazing 200 at dusk on 3 Sep and 93 still there 5 Oct.
Steady passage from September to October, with largest flocks at the key sites of Al Habab,
Khor Kalba and the Zabeel fish ponds. Up to 21 in Bateen wood area until mid October,
50 at Khor Kalba 14 Oct and 52 at Samaha township (Dubai-Abu Dhabi road) 15 Oct.
Latest records included up to 25 at Al Wathba sewage 3-7 Nov, 10+ Al Wathba camel track
8 Nov and 7 on Das island 9 Nov. One remained at Zabeel fish ponds until 10 Nov and 2
at Ruwais on 13 Nov.

#One bird seen on Abu al Abyadh on 5 Dec was the first ever December record.

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster

Regular migrant, with small numbers breeding in Ras al Khaimah agricultural areas.
SPRING: Regular on Das Island from 18 Mar until 1 May with maximum of 19 on 11 Apr.
Maximum numbers, 14 in Safa park 13 Apr, 12 at Thumayriyah 15 Apr, 15 at Idhn 16 Apr,
and 24 at Al Wathba 16 Apr.

BREEDING: 4 at nest holes near Digdaga 4 Apr, still there 26 May and 3 at nest holes at
Hamraniyah 28 May, with 6 seen there 18 Jun.

AUTUMN: First autumn record, one at Das 19 Aug, 24 Bateen wood 18 Aug, 10 at Wadi
Ghayl and 19 at Fujeirah National dairy farm 29 Aug. Common, though localised September
to early October. Up to 26 Bateen wood 1-5 Sep and 36 there 9 Sep with small numbers

remaining to 10 Oct, ¢.70 at Jebel Ali village and c.20 at Zabeel fish ponds 3 Sep, 63 Das/

island 6 Sep, 8 at Wadi Baraq 1 Oct and 3 at Ain al Faydah 21 Oct. 4 reported at Al

Hadmiya 2 Nov were very late.

In previous years all migrants have departed almost precisely by 21 October, but late birds
were recorded to mid November in Abu Dhabi 1977, on Das Island to mid Novemver 1991
and at the Emirates golf course until mid December 1992.

r—
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European Roller Caracias garrulus

Regular migrant in varying numbers annually, with a few pairs breeding around the
cultivations of Digdaga and Hamraniyah annually.

SPRING: First recorded 30 Mar on Das Is., individuals at several sites in May. 3 on Abu al
Abyadh 30 Apr-1 May, 5 on 2 May and a noteworthy 15 on 3 May, with one remaining to

11 May.
BREEDING: 3 seen between Digdaga and Khatt 26 May and one at Hamraniyah 18 Jun,

suggests breeding again this year.

AUTUMN: One on Das Island from 8-11 J ul and from 27 Jul-9 Aug. A first-autumn juvenile
was on Abu al Abyadh 28 Jul. 2 at Al Habab 26 Aug-1 Sep and ones & twos at several sites
until mid October. 4 at Sweihan 13 Sep. A late bird was at Al Wathba camel track 17 Nov.

Indian Roller Coracias bengalensis

Common breeding resident in north, with some movements detected.

LARGE FLOCKS: 150 at Hamraniyah 20 Jan, 73 Fujeirah National dairy farm on 22 Jul
and 168 there 26 Aug.

One on Das island 30 Oct-12 Dec, following appearances there in April & October 1992.
One at Bateen wood 19 Apr, first Abu Dhabi record since October 1991. Interesting
movements for such a sedentary species.

Hoopoe Upupa epops

Common migrant, some resident.

BREEDING: Calling first noted at Hamraniyah 20 Jan. 7 at Al Habab 19 Jun, suggests good
breeding population in area. Also recorded in early July, where breeding likely at Zabeel fish
ponds, Safa park, Ramtha tip and Emirates golf course. Reported breeding in Al Ain area.
SPRING: Passage recorded 26 Jan-6 Apr, with mostly residents present after that date.
AUTUMN: Passage recorded 11 Jul (Das Island) to 10 Dec (Abu Dhabi).

LARGE COUNTS: 11 on Das Is. 5 Feb, 12 at the Emirates golf course 2 Sep, 12 at Nakhili
(inland Dubai) 9 Sep and 8 at Bateen wood 28 Oct.

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Fairly common migrant and scarce winter visitor, though probably under-recorded. 17 birds
reported in 1993, compared to 20 in 1992.

ALL RECORDS: Single birds on Khalidiyah spit (Ladies beach) 2 Jan, in Zabeel garden 26
Jan, Das Is. 24-27 Mar, Jebel Ali area 29 Mar, Yasat Islands 31 Mar-1 Apr, Bateen wood
7 Apr, Al Wathba 16 Apr, Das Is. 16 Apr, Emirates golf course 3 Sep, Bateen wood 21 Sep
& 2 Oct, at Jebel Ali hotel 8 Oct, near Mushref palace gardens, Abu Dhabi 15 Oct and
Emirates golf course 22 Oct. One feeding under a thorn tree in mountains at Marbad 28
Dec, was an unusual record.

Black-crowned Finch Lark Eremopterix nigriceps

Cc?mmon breeder in suitable dune scrub habitat. Wanders in winter and difficult to find
Winter flocks of 20-30 seen at Jebel Faiyah 1 Jan, Qarn Nazwa 19 Feb, Khor al Beidah c;n
gfez:it;ax:d IdhnR on 28 Feb. 2 pgirs north of Sila"a 14 Apr, is an extension of their known
R if] aagge.. eported breeding near Bateen airport again this year, now colonised Abu
o A ln dsuzl(c)e 1991. Up to 5 were on Das Island 9-19 May. ¢.100 were counted on
Sy sanI : OvMay and at Ruwayah pools 24 May. Most common after breeding at
Wathbf {);:c')s :. er 100 at Ruwa‘yah 12 Aug, 173 at Emirates golf course 11 Jul, 60 at Al

p and 100+ at Sweihan camel track 13 Oct.
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Bar-tailed Desert Lark Ammomanes cincturus

Vagrant, probably breeding occasionally in south and west desert areas.

One reported north of Khumayis (on Abu Dhabi-Dubai border north of Sweihan) regularly
from mid April to at least 19 Aug (S.Aspinall/P.Osborne).

Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti

Resident of stony hillsides and wadis.

32 near Masafi 10 Mar largest count.

3+ seen on Sila peninsula and Ras Ghumais 22 Oct, extension of range. Up to 10 at Jebe)
Dhanna 27-29 Oct, isolated population.

Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes

Resident, few movements recorded.

One on Das Island 10 & 16 Apr, was unusual for a sedentary species outside its norma|

range.

12 at the Emirates golf course 25 Jun, highest count.

BREEDING: One pair bred on Abu al Abyadh 24 May, confirms range extension.

Bimaculated Lark Melanocorypha bimaculata

Rare winter visitor. About 20 birds recorded (compared to just 5 in 1992). i

3 at Al Wathba 3 Feb and 7 there 12 Feb (S.James/C.Richardson). At least 4 flew over Khor

al Beidah 2 Mar (NSR tour), 2 were at Al Ain camel track 1 Nov (M.McGill), while another

2 were at Al Wathba camel track 2 Dec with 5 there 28 Dec (S.James). |
|

Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla

Common migrant, rare in winter. Spring territorial display,

Al Ain camel track. Further evidence of breeding needed.

SPRING: One at Al Wathba camel track 3 Feb, first spring record. Common mid Feb to

early Apr. Largest flocks, 45 at Al Wathba 12 Feb with up to 60 there 8-16 Mar, 26 at Khor

al Beidah 22 Feb and 80 on Halaylah Island 5 Apr. Flocks on Abu al Abyadh from 9-3]
f Mar, peaking at 50+ on 12 Mar. One on Abu al Abyadh 22 Apr, last record 24 Apr Da
Island.
AUTUMN: First autumn record 20 Aug. Steady passage until late October, few to mid
November. (Scarce in Dubai and north, only ones & twos reported Sep, rare in Oct).
Peak numbers, 55 at Al Wathba 17 Sep, 75 there 5 Nov with 42 reported there 30 Dec. 50+
at Sweihan 6 Oct. Singles were at Sweihan 9 Dec and at Al Ain camel track 30 Dec. Last.
migrant on Das Island 19 Nov. Reported north of Khor al Beidah in mid December, awaits
confirmation.

Umm al Quwain coastline and

Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens

Uncommon migrant, localised in winter, breeds locally on scrubby coastal saltflats in north’
WINTER/SPRING: 65 at Khor al Beidah 22 Jan, 2 on Das Island 23-29 Mar and 2 on Abl
al Abyadh 28 Apr were the only spring records.

BREEDING: A pair carrying food, presumably for young, on Siniyah Island, Umm ali
Quwain 20 May, highest breeding evidence for 20 years (Richardson 1993a). 1
AUTUMN: 7 at Ras Ghanada on 18 Sep. 2 at Al Wathba camel track 27 Oct and 13 at Al
Ain camel track 28-29 Oct. Single birds were at Abu Dhabi race course 28 Oct, on D
island 16-19 Nov and on Abu Dhabi race course 28 Nov and 8 Dec. Reported north of Kho!
al Beidah in mid December, may be resident.

- Zo)
e ’:"aﬂw’ks appear to be a regular occurrence at Al Wathba
Abu Dhabi sites from late October to mid April

_\ |
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Lark Galerida cristata
Abundant resident in area mostly north of Abu Dhabi to Al Ain road.
Single birds seen on Das Island 21 Feb and 18 Apr and individuals on Abu al Abyadh seen
Mar-Jun and Sep-Oct, are further range extensions to the islands. At least 2 pairs bred near
Bateen ajrport lagoon 19 Mar, now confirmed on Abu Dhabi island since 1991 (P.Hellyer).
LARGE COUNTS: 110 were at the Emirates golf course 7 Jun, 100+ were at Sweihan
fodder fields and at least 100 were at Al Ain camel track 30 Dec.

Alauda arvensis
Fairly common winter visitor.
R/SPRING: Last recorded, one on Abu al Abyadh 9 Mar.
UTUMN/WINTER: One on Abu al Abyadh 12 Sep, was a very early migrant. One was
at Ain al Faydah 8 Oct. Otherwise present from 23 Oct. Up to 100 Al Habab 25 Dec and
47 at Al Wathba 28 Dec. Also reported at Ruwais and Emirates golf club.

Small Skylark Alauda gulgula
Formerly believed vagrant, but seems to be a scarce migrant.
GPRING: 5 at Al Wathba camel track 8 Mar (S.James), 2 at Abu Dhabi racecourse 18 Mar
(SJames), up to 2 Abu al Abyadh 26/27 Mar (S.Aspinall/D.Paynter) and one there 15-18
Apr (S-Aspinall).

UTUMN: One was at Al Wathba camel track 24 Oct with 2 there 27-29 Oct and one from
5 Nov-2 Dec (E.Hirschfeld/S.James/R.Quested).
#2 probably this species were at Khor Dubai 17 Jan (J.K.Bannon), one Abu al Abyadh 10
Sep (M:McGill) and up to 2 on Das island 12-16 Dec (L.Reaney).

sand Martin Riparia riparia

Regular and common passage migrant, rare in winter and summer.

WINTER: c.20 Al Wathba camel track 23 Jan and 8 at Al Wathba sewage 24 Dec.
SPRING: Light passage from early March. 2 at Hamraniyah 21 May, were late.
AUTUMN: Recorded from 19 Aug at Ramtha tip. Very common in September, with peak
aumbers of 66 at Nadd al Sheba golf course 6 Sep and over 50 at Ramtha 17 Sep. An
individual at Al Wathba was last seen 8 Nov.
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Pale Crag Martin Hirundo obsoleta
Common resident in hills and mountains, starting to colonise areas nearer the Arabian Guyj
coast, including beneath ledges and overhangs on buildings.

The following island reports were exceptional: One at Murawah 19 Mar, 2 on Abu g

Abyadh 7 Mar and 5 there 8 Mar, decreasing to 2 on 11 Mar. At least one was flying aroung at 10 on 28 Oct) and one was at

telecom HQ in Dubai city centre June and July. One was at Ramtha lagoons 5 Nov ang
there were several reports from Sweihan, 60 km from the mountains.

Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Rare spring migrant.
#One was on Das Island 25-28 Mar (L.Reaney).

Swallow Hirundo rustica

Common migrant, occasional in both winter and summer.
WINTER: ¢.10 Al Wathba camel track 23 Jan.

SPRING: Recorded on Das Island from 2 Feb and on mainland (Ramtha tip) from 7 Feh
2 at Hamraniyah 21 May and up to 2 at Ramtha tip until 13 Jun were late.
AUTUMN: Recorded from 26 Jun with one at Ain al Faydah 1 Jul. 5 were at Ramtha
Jul. ¢.300 were at Al Ain camel track 4 Oct and 300 were at Sweihan 6 Oct. 170 at 4
Wathba 8 Oct. l
WINTER: Up to 4 at Ruwais 25 Nov with 3 remaining until 19 Dec at least. 26 at 4
Wathba camel track 30 Dec.

One H.r.savignii claimed Al Wathba camel track 17 Nov (most likely H.r.tytleri, the Siberia
subspecies which is indistinguishable in the field from savignii, but nevertheless an interestini
record - Eds.). Other tytleris at Al Wathba 7 Apr, 7 Nov and 3 there 2 Dec. |

(A

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica
Uncommon spring migrant. Rarely recorded in autumn.
17 at Hamraniyah fields 1 Mar. Singles on Abu al Abyadh 3-5 & 27 Mar, 2 there 16 Ma

and one there 9 Jun. One was at Thumayriyah 15 Apr.
10+ were on Delma Island 9 Sep.

House Martin Delichon urbica
Uncommon, most occurring in spring.
All 1993 records listed. {
SPRING: One exhausted individual on Abu al Abyadh 24 Feb, 2 at Al Wathba camel trad
on 4 Mar. Single birds on Das Island 23 Mar and 22 Aug, Abu al Abyadh 23 & 26 Mar,;
at Fujeirah 29 Mar, on Jebel Hafit 31 Mar and in Wadi Bih 4 Apr. 2 at Ain al Faydah:
Apr.

AUTUMN: 10+ were on Delma Island 9 Sep, 10+ at Al Wathba 14 Sep, with oo
remaining 8 Oct. Also reported at Al Ain 8 Oct.

Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae
Regular migrant and winter visitor.

WINTER SPRING: 7 (probably overwintering) were at Al Habab 21 Jan and up to 4 we
still there 29 Mar. Several at other sites including up to 4 on Abu al Abyadh 2-11 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles at Al Ain camel track 18-19 Sep & 19 Oct and at Abu Dha

race course 23-25 Sep and up to 2 there 10-24 Oct. At least 2 were at the massive
Wathba fields from 1-8 Oct, 27 Oct & 5-19 Nov and up to 5 were there 23 Dec to the €
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was in Mushref gardens 10 Oct and individuals were seen on Abu al
t October. 2 were at Ruwais 19 Oct, 2 at Sweihan 1 Nov and 5 were there
fa park 25 Oct, up to 6 were at Al Habab 8 Oct to end of year (peaking
Al Ain camel track 30 Dec.

of the year. One
Abyadh throughou
5 Dec. 2 were in Sa

Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewskii .
Vagrant, probably overlooked previously, though 1993 must have been exceptional.

Up to 3 were at Abu Dhabi horse race course 12-Oct-6 Nov (S.James et al), One was in
Mushref Palace garden 18-19 Oct (S.James), 1st-3rd UAE records. 3 at Al Wathba camel
track 4-19 Nov (E-Hirschfeld/S.James) was the 4th record.

#Single birds reported at Abu Dhabi horse track 23-28 Sep (SJ) and at the Emirates golf
course on 22 Oct (CR), were not seen in sufficient detail for acceptance, but remain on

record. (See also The Blyth’s Pipit Story, page 110).

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris

Common migrant and winter visitor.

WINTER/SPRING: Daily on Abu al Abyadh to mid April, with peak of 30+ on 26 Mar.
Last recorded Das Island 24 Apr. Regular and numerous at other sites.
AUTUMN/WINTER: Early records, one adult Abu al Abyadh 1 Aug and 14-23 Aug and
one on Das Island 27 Aug. Generally scarce until mid September. Peak numbers of 17 at Al
Habab 14 Oct, 40 there 29 Oct and 60 there 25 Dec, 35 at Wathba camel track 27 Oct and

42 there 28 Dec.

Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis

Frustratingly elusive resident of the mountains, some dispersing to coastal plains in winter
when it can be just as elusive. All records listed.

BREEDING: 2 in song and carrying food for young at Masafi 25 Feb while one was there
15 Mar and 2 on 29 Mar (J.K.Bannon/C.Richardson). 2 were in song at Jebel Faiyah 1 Apr
(NSR tour) and 2 were seen near Wadi Bih dam 20 Jun (J.K.Bannon/C.Richardson). 4 were
at Wadi Baraq 1 Oct (S.James), one was at Khor Kalba 18 Nov (M.McGill) and one in
Masafi wadi 30 Dec (NSR tour). Individuals were in song at Uyaynah, near Tayibah plain
30 Dec and at Dhadnah 31 Dec (S.Aspinall).

pinned down at last, Blyth's Pipit may not be
so rare in the Emirates after all
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Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni

Vagrant, mostly late autumn.

Single birds were at Al Wathba camel track 1 Oct (E.Hirschfeld, R.Quested), in Safa Park,
#14 Oct (J.KBannon) and in Bateen wood 17-20 Oct (E.Hirschfeld, S.James), 10th-12th;

UAE records.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

Common spring & autumn migrant, occasionally in winter in south.

SPRING: Recorded from 8 Mar-26 Apr. ‘
AUTUMN: First recorded 4 Sep at the Emirates golf course, last recorded in Dubai on §
Nov, and in Abu Dhabi 2 remained in Mushref palace gardens until 25 Nov. Numberg
peaked at 10 in Bateen wood 28 Oct.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Scarce winter visitor. |
WINTER/SPRING: Up to 3 at Al Habab until at least 3 Mar with up to 16 recorded at Al
Wathba (lagoons and camel track fields) until 14 Mar (SJ,RQ). }
AUTUMN/WINTER: One at Al Habab 14 Oct. One on Murawah Island 10 Nov. Recorded|
from 17 Nov in Abu Dhabi, with a peak of 18 at horse race course on 28 Nov, then it was
seen regularly at Al Wathba with a maximum there of 20 on 30 Dec. Common at Ruwais
from 24 Nov, with 50+ there 19 Dec. Numbers at Al Habab peaked at 20 on 25 Dec, while|
one was on Das island 26 Nov-10 Dec and up to 4 were at the Emirates golf course 3-7 Dec,

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus
Fairly common migrant (mostly in spring), localised in winter when it usually favours grassy
fields. i
WINTER/SPRING: 4+ on Abu al Abyadh from 10 Mar, rising to 10 on 26 Mar. 10-20 dailyg;
on Yasat Island 31 Mar-10 Apr. Small numbers on passage from late March at several sites:
including Emirates golf course, Jebel Ali and Al Habab. ¢.30 at Al Wathba 7 Apr and 100i§
on Abu al Abyadh 15 Apr declining to 20 on 21 Apr, and last seen 3 May. Recorded at Al
Wathba fields until 1 May.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Al Wathba camel track 8 Oct, at Ruwais 20 Oct and
at Al Habab from 28 Oct, with maximum of 5 together. Ones and twos at other sites to end
of year with 4 at Kalba (road central reservation) 29 Dec and several heard at Al Ain camel
track 30 Dec.

LARGE COUNTS: Estimated 75 at Al Wathba camel track 27 Oct declined to 19 by 30"
Dec.

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta

Fairly common winter visitor, though only regular at a few sites.

WINTER/SPRING: Peak numbers of ¢.30 at Al Habab 21 Jan and c.60 at Al Wathba fields
3 Feb. Smaller numbers elsewhere including Ain al Faydah, Abu al Abyadh and Ramtha tip;
Single birds last recorded on Das Island 3 Apr and on Abu al Abyadh 15 Apr.
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yellow Wagtail Moracilla flgva
Common passage migrant, jn several races. )
sPRII;{G: One on Das island 8 Feb was earliest spring migrant. Light passage continued to
ay.
;arul'){UMN: One juvenile on Abu al Abyadh 2-3 Aug, 16/18 Aug then 4 on 25 Aug, earliest
recofds- 2 were at Ramtha tip 19 Aug. Passage was virtually over by late October with ones
and tWOS only in November. Maximum flock, 36 Al Wathba camel track 8 Oct.
R: One was at the Emirates golf course 7 Dec, a male of race feldegg was at Ramtha

Tip 17 Dec and a blue-headed was at Al Ain race track 23 Dec.

citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola
Fairly common migrant and localised winter visitor.

R/SPRING: 3 seen most visits to Ramtha tip from Jan-Mar, with 4 there 15 Jan and
2 (possibly migrants) there 6 Apr. 2 at Dubai Creek golf club 26 Jan. One was at Kalba 27

“Feb and at Dhayah 1 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Earliest individuals were at Ramtha tip from 13-27 Aug, the Zabeel
fish ponds 14-16 Aug, Abu al Abyadh 16-18 Aug, at Al Wathba sewage 25 Aug and at Al
Habab 26 Aug. Steady passage Sep-Nov. i

3 first-winter citreola race at Al Wathba sewage 30 Sep where a total of 18 were ringed 15
Oct-31 Dec (with at least 35 different individuals present throughout these months, several
remaining unringed - E.Hirschfeld). Maximum 7 were there 24 Oct.

Noteworthy reports include up to 5 at Eastern lagoon 5-7 Nov with 3 there 20 Dec, 2 at Al
Ain compost plant 17-31 Dec, 6+ at Al Ain camel track 20 Dec, 3 at Ramtha Tip 26 Dec
with individuals at other sites.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Uncommon migrant, occasionally wintering. Autumn passage in 1993 lighter than usual.
WINTER/SPRING: One at Bateen wood 18 Feb, first spring migrant. 3 were at Fujeirah
National26 Feb, 2 at Jebel Ali 29 Mar and 4 at Emirates golf course 29 Mar, with individuals
at several other sites during the period. Up to 3 at Das Island 30 Mar-20 Apr and one on
Qarnayn Island 9 May were latest records.

AUTUMN/WINTER: One at Das Island 11 Sep was earliest record. Single birds at various
locations to late October, with late birds at Mushref palace gardens until 6 Nov, at Al
Wathba sewage 3 Nov and on Abu al Abyadh 14 Nov. 2 were at Al Ain camel track 8 Oct.
Up to 4 on Das island 1-30 Nov, were very late migrants.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba

Abundant winter visitor, mostly of nominate race.

WINTER/SPRING: Last recorded at Ramtha tip 6 Apr and on Das Island 17 Apr. On Abu
al Abyadh up to 24 were present until 23 Apr. 200 were on Abu al Abyadh 11 Mar.
AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded in Abu Dhabi from 30 Sep, otherwise most birds arrived
from first week in October. 200 were at Ruwais roost 14 Nov. 327 were at Eastern lagoon
roost 10 Dec.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded mid October, with passage (and winter influx) noted' M.a.personata ("Masked Wagtail") recorded as follows: 2 at Al Ain camel track 5 Oct and

until at least 22 Nov. 51 birds ringed at Al Wathba sewage 15 Oct-31 Dec, 100 at Al Habab
25 Dec and 50 Al Ain camel track 30 Dec, 19 Wathba sewage 21 Nov, 97 Eastern lagoon
22 Nov and up to 131 there 10-22 Dec. An estimated 300+ at Ruwais housing complex 20
Dec and 102 at Al Wathba fields 28 Dec.

2 on Abu al Abyadh 15 Nov. :

White-cheeked Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys
Loca]ly common in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, with numbers now colonising cultivations inland
and some other areas.
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NEW BREEDING SITE: One pair bred on Das island, with first young fledging in Junek_ : 2 .
further 3 broods totalling at least 10 young. " Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

Reported at Sila (April), Abu al Abyadh, Delma Island (September) and Sweihan Parkg Fairly Ozmmyce’g mig;i';ogf; ge&iegzsgtg’“"& with late birds often in song, though no
. ; " pesting has yet beel :
(well-established population). ngn\%G: Several in Bateen wood from 12 Mar, with 2 from 17-24 Apr and 4 there 1 May.

LD re at Al Wathba 16 Apr, up to 3 on Das Island 26-27 Mar. 2 at the Zabeel fish ponds
- 28 Mar and 4 there 17 Apr, 2 at Hamriyah sewage dump 16 Apr and up to 5 on Abu al

i Abyadh 22-25 Apr. Single birds also recorded during the period. Last seen at Qarnayn Island
10 May and in Bateen wood on 13 May.

AUTUMN: Singles were on Das island 4 Sep and in Bateen wood 12-21 Sep and 8-16 Oct.

! One at Jebel Ali hotel grounds 1 Dec, was unusual in winter.

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus xanthopygos

Common in the mountains, wadis and cultivations of the adjacent plains.
Unusual, perhaps introduced isolated population in Abu Dhabi is now up to 5 birds in the
Bateen wood/Mushref park area, present throughout the spring, although only 3 birds were
there in autumn.

Reported on Ghanada Island (UB26) 6 Mar and Remah guest house woodlands.
| Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

{ Common migrant and fairly widespread, but overlooked, winter visitor. EH achieved much
. useful trapping and ringing in autumn at Al Wathba. See NARC ringing scheme summary
© on page 92.

i . . . WINTER PEAKS: Common at Ramtha tip with a maximum of 5 there 8 Jan. 3 at Al
Grey Hypocolius Hypocolius ampelinus | Wathba prison sewage 12 Feb, 4 at Safa park 10 Mar, up to 3 wintering at Zabeel fish ponds
Irregular and uncommon migrant, totally absent some years. 1993 was better than average, until 28 Mar when males in full song. Last trickle of birds in April seen at Ramtha on 6th
SPRIN'G: Up to 4 on Abu al Abyadh 25 Feb-2 Mar, seen every evening at roosting site] Zaboel fish ponds on 10th and at Jebel Ali on 15th. Last recorded on Das Island 16 Apr.,
(S-Aspinall). 2 were on Das 26 Apr (M.Wood) ‘ ) | AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded on Das Island from 4 Oct. 49 birds ringed Al Wathba
AUTUMN: 14 were at the Emirates golf course 1 Nov with one there 16 Nov (C.Richard 8 coo,0¢ ponds 15 Oct-31 Dec, 30 of which established winter territories in this small area
§on), one male was found at Al Wathba sewage 7 Nov (E.Hirschfeld) and 2 were on Dag. (about 3 hectares), giving an indication of how overlooked this species can be.

island 27 Nov (M.Wood/L.Reaney). Otherwise widely reported in wet overgrown sites including Ruwais, Murawah Island and

* Ramtha.

bulbul sp.
One, with features of Common Bulbul was North Yasat Island 14 Apr (P.Hellyer), no
identified to species.

Rufous Bush Chat Cercotrichas galactotes

Fairly common migrant and summer breeder to bushy areas and cultivations.
SPRING: One on Murawah Island 25 Mar and seen from 26 Mar in Dubai and Das Island® Regular, though rather scarce spring migrant, with short and sporadic passage. 1993 was a
Last seen on Das Island 6 May and on Abu al Abyadh 12 May. better than average year for sightings. Rarely recorded in autumn. All records listed for
BREEDING: Apparently bred at the Intercontinental Hotel, Al Ain, where adults seen! interest. 17 birds recorded, compared to 16 in 1992.

feeding young throughout the summer. Also present at other sites in Al Ain. Recorded as' SPRING: Single birds seen on Das Island 25-27 Mar, 14-16 Apr & 29-30 Apr, on Abu al
common in Baynunah in June. Recorded in Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi throughout thef Abyadh 25 Mar, at Zabeel fish ponds 26 Mar, female at Masafi 29 Mar, at Jeb’el Faiyah 1
summer, assumed breeding there again. Apr, male on Ghaghah 6 Apr, Mushrif park 8 Apr, at the Emirates golf course 15 Apr, male
AUTUMN: Scarce in autumn, most records may refer to local breeding population. Migrantst on Abu al Abyadh 18 Apr and one female there 26-30 Apr. 2 were at Al Wathba 16’ Apr
(or dispersal) recorded at Al Wathba camel track from 29 Jul until last record at Bateenf one male was in Dubai garden 26 Apr and one was at Bu Hasa 1 May. Generally males &,
wood 12 Nov. Maximum 7 in Bateen wood/Mushref gardens area 16 Sep. | females in equal numbers.

AUTUMN: A female was at the Emirates golf course 27 Sep-10 Oct.

| White-throated Robin Irania gutturalis

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Scarce winter visitor, possibly overlooked. 6 reported in 1993 (though none in 1992);
SPRING: Single birds were seen on Abu al Abyadh 28 Feb and 12 Mar (S-Aspinall/f Rare migrant, very irregular. Last reported, two birds November 1992.

M.McGill). A female was on Abu al Abyadh 13 Apr (S.Aspinall). Another female was on Das Island
AUTUMN: One was seen on Das Island 6-7 Nov, thereafter 2 until 30 Nov, with ong #27 Apr and a male was there #5-9 Dec (both L.Reaney), 15-17th records

remaining until 12 Dec (L.Reaney/M.Wood). One was on Murawah Island 23 No " )
(S.Aspinall) and at the Zabeel fish ponds 12-24 Dec (C.Richardson).

Eversmann’s Redstart Phoenicurus erythronotus

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

lI'*;agu:ll]y common migrant and winter visitor. Red-bellied eastern race P.o.phoenicuroides
| ar.

WINTER/SPRING: Scarce on mainland after late Feb. Males were recorded at Zabeel fish

Sponds 19 Mar and Jebel Ali 26 Mar. A male was
_ . on Mu h I -
recorded 18 Apr on Das Island. rovh bond 2120 Mar e

R: One at Baynunah 20 Oct. Present Dubai and Abu Dhabi from 22 Oct.

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia

Very scarce migrant, probably overlooked and thus under-recorded.
SPRING: One was on Das Isind 28 Apr (L.Reaney).

AUTUMN: One adult was in Bateen wood 5 Sep (E.Hirschfeld) and another was reported
there 2 & 9 Sep (S.James), believed to be a different bird.
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Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Migrant, often abundant during several weeks in spring, but virtually absent in autumn.
Occasionally birds do occur in winter. Eastern race P.p.samamisicus is regular in early |
March. :
SPRING: First recorded Das Island 4 Feb. Very common from mid March, with peak of 19
at Emirates golf course 26 Mar. Last recorded in Dubai 3 May and Abu al Abyadh 6 May.
AUTUMN: Male seen at Emirates golf course 27 Sep, female at Zabeel fish ponds 23 Oct, |
were the only Dubai records. Female Murawah Island 22 Nov and another at Jebel Ali 1
Dec. More on Das Island where it was last seen 29 Nov. A female was at the Zabeel fish

ponds 24 Dec.

Whincbat Saxicola rubetra
Uncommon spring and autumn migrant, usually seen singly. 12 birds recorded, compared to
only 8 in 1992. (102 were seen in spring 1991, a result of oilfield fires creating poor visibility
in north-western Gulf, so pushing the birds on to a more easterly track).
SPRING: Singles recorded on Abu al Abyadh 24-26 Mar with 2 from 30 Mar-1 Apr, one
on Das Island 27-28 Mar, 4/6 Apr, 29 Apr and 11 May. Individuals were also on Abu al
Abyadh 13-16 Apr and 27 Apr. One was at the Emirates golf course 15 Apr.

AUTUMN: Individuals seen in Abu Dhabi 1 Oct and Emirates golf course 7 Oct.

Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Fairly common migrant and winter visitor, with several subspecies occurring, including a high'
proportion of S.t.maura and other Eastern races. )
WINTER/SPRING: Rather rare this winter (no records in Dubai in February) but singles’
were on Abu al Abyadh 25/28 Feb. Several in March, including 3 at Emirates golf club 13

Mar and 2 there on 26 Mar. Birds showing features of armenicafvariegata were at T ' Y. 2 Plate 1. Top left, Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii at Khor Kalb
Hamraniyah 1 Mar, the Emirates golf course, Al Habab and Al Wathba 26-29 Mar. g - UL SOy | . Platgg’“g;ceg:se{ S19.93 (SAspinal) a
Individuals at Al Habab 29 Mar, Das Island 30 Mar and Yasat Island 31 Mar, were last! e A 5 Se;;temger 1993 ?Ca./gm:dr:%e 3t the Emirates golf course
spring records. 7 s RS f | Platgs:ihﬁ?, l:E;ht.1 ;l;ﬂe Pratincole Glareola lactia at Nadd al Sheba
AUTUMN/WINTER: A very early bird was at Al Wathba fields 10 Sep and *Siberian® types " DN | i 4. Above, Biack g et fecord.
were on Abu al Abyadh 24 Sep and at Al Habab 8 Oct. Otherwise passage was evident from! J . Plat: IsAigeigw eé;:fg'::raﬂy October 1993 (F-Launa%. g:g ’:Ie:::rtge

L . i overs Dromas ardeola at Abu al Abyadh

mid October. Maximum 6 on Abu al Abyadh 28 Oct and 5 at the Emirates golf course 25/ : & | colony spring 1993 (S.Aspinall)
Dec. One bird showing characteristics of S.t.rubicola/hibernans (Europe and Asia Minor)
was at Al Habab 25 Dec.

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina
The commonest migrant wheatear in the UAE. Abundant in autumn and widespread i
winter. 1
WINTER/SPRING: 2 at the Emirates golf course 28 Jan, oddly one was in song. Migrants
passed through from late Feb, to early April. Latest birds were 6 on Abu al Abyadh 21-22
Apr and 2 on Das Is. 24 Apr.

SUMMER: One was on Das Island 19 Jun.
A TITT AN AIINITED - Ana an Nac Idand from 27 Jul. was earliest record. 7 were al



Plate 6. Opposite, Bridled Terns Sterna anaethetus at Jazirat Naitah,
13th June 1994 (C.Richardson)

Plate 7 & 8. Top, Blyth's Reed Warblers Acrocephalus dumetorum at

Murawah 24th August 1994 (J-Lontkowski), 3rd record. See page 113.

Plate 9. Left, Common Crane Grus grus at Al Ain camel track
Sth January 1994 (C.Richardson), 5th record.

Plate 10. Above, White-eyed Gull Larus leucophthalmus with young
Sooty Gull at Kalba Sth May 1994 (S.Aspinall), 1st record.

Plate 11. Below, River Warbler Locustel/a fluviatilis at

Murawah Island 29th August 1994 (J.Lontkowski), 1st record.




12. )
?f;;eleft. male Pied Stonechat Saxicola caprata at the

Emirates golf course 6th May 1994 (C.Richardson), 1st recyy]
Plate 13. o
tilorhynchus at
, Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis p .
nggniyah 16th December 1992 (M.Saarinen), 1st recorg
for the UAE and Arabia.

fff:e;vjc} Bewick's Swans Cygnus bewicki at Nadd al Shey

Dubai 26th January 1994 (S.Aspinall), 1st record.
Plate 15. )
Below, Lesser Crested Terns Sterna bgngalens:s at
Jazt. Muhaiyimat 15th June 1994 (C.Richardson)
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SPRING: First reported on Das Island 5§ Feb, with steady passage from late Feb to late
March. Becoming scarce in April, except on Abuy 3] Abyadh where at least 2 birds remained
until 22 Apr, last seen 3 May. 10 there on 16 Apr was noteworthy,

AUTUMN: One on Abu al Abyadh 23-25 Aug was very early. The next was at Al Ain camel
track 4-8 Oct, matching typical arrival time of previous years. One was at the Emirates golf
course 6 Oct and 2 were there 28 Oct. Reported in Aby Dhabi area 8-22 Oct and on
inshore islands in good numbers 9-22 Oct.

WINTER: One was at Al Habab 25 Dec. (Only sixth December record since 1987).

west Gulf coast. Rare in Dubai area and the north in autumn.

SPRING: First recorded on Das Island 4 Feb,

Obvious fall on 25 Feb, when 10 seen in small area of desert near Jebel Faiyah and others
seen that day 300 km to the south-west, on Murawah and Abu al Abyadh islands.
Common from mid-March, often up to 6 seen together, becoming scarce on mainland after
first week in April. Last seen on Das Island 18 Apr and on Abu a] Abyadh 28 Apr. Peaks
of 18 on Abu al Abyadh 1 Mar, 25 from 12-14 Mar and 25 on 26 Mar.

AUTUMN: One early bird was on Das Island 3 Sep. Much more regular in south and west:
up to 3 birds each on Delma Island and Thumayriyah from 9-26 Sep, one at Al Habab 8 Oct
and up to 5 on Abu al Abyadh 10-11 Oct. 6 were at Ruwais 27 Oct, with up to 4 most days
to early Nov. Others included up to 5 in Abu Dhabi race course area until 28 Oct and 3 at
Al Habab 14 Qct. Individuals last seen at race course 6 Nov, at Sila 14 Nov and at Al Habab
16 Nov. One was at Dhadnah, East Coast ¢ Dec.

difficulties.

SPRING: One on Abu a] Abyadh 2-5 Mar appeared to be hispanica/pleschanka hybrid.
Single males on Abu al Abyadh 11 Mar the Emirates golf course 13 Mar, Umm al Quwain
beach head 14 Mar and Masafi wadi 15 Mar, and a female at Al Jazeerah Khor 14 Mar. Up
to 4 were on Abu al Abyadh most days 12-26 Mar. 4 were found in the Bateen wood/-
Mushref gardens area of Abu Dhabi 16 Mar, with one remaining to 18 Mar. Singles were
on Das Island 26-30 Mar and 3 Apr and at Sir Bani Yas Up 26 Mar. 2 were in the Jebel Alj
area 26-29 Mar and one was at the Zabeel fish ponds 26 Mar. A noteworthy 9 were on

until 14 Apr.
AUTUMN: One was at Delma 8 Sep and a male was at Ras al Akhdar, Abu Dhabi 5 Oct
and one was on an island west of Abu Dhabi 8 Nov.

#One reported at Khor Kalba 15 Dec.

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti
Fairly common winter visitor, few on passage.
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WINTER/SPRING: Late Passage birds noted at Halaylah Island 5 Apr; UAQ beach head -

6 Apr and Abu al Abyadh 22 Apr. Last recorded Das Island 17 Apr. Peak of 6 on Abu al
Abyadh 1 Mar.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Abu al Abyadh 12 Sep, increasing to 3 on 23 Sep and
one at Marbad (near Masafi) 17 Sep. Fairly widespread on Passage in non-desert locations
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from October to early November. 18 on coast west of Mirfa 22 Oct, and 20-40 in Baynunah
area until end of year (85% males recorded). 18 were at Al Wathba camel track 5 Nov and
5 at Kalba 29 Dec. At least 3 were wintering on Abu al Abyadh.

Finsch’s Wheatear Oenanthe finschii
Scarce spring migrant. 1993 was a good year, with these 3 birds almost matching the total

of only 4 reported 1987-92.
One male was at Abu Dhabi race course 14-16 Mar (S.James) and one male was at the
Emirates golf course 18 Mar (C.Richardson). One was at Al Wathba 28 Mar (J.K.Bannon).

Red-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe xanthoprymna
Fairly common winter visitor, mostly confined to mountains and wadis. All records refer to

pale Ox.chrysopygia race.

WINTER/SPRING: At least 3 wintering at Qarn Nazwa, seen 23 Feb. 8 at Jebel Faiyah 25
Feb. Last recorded Das Island 30 Mar.

Very rarely reported after March - #one on Abu al Abyadh 14 Jun (M.McGill) was first
June report.

AUTUMN/WINTER: One near Madam 17 Sep, then several migrants seen west of Abu al
Abyadh from 24 Sep and up to 3 on Sir Bani Yas 29-30 Sep. 6 Wadi Baraq 1 Oct, then
fairly common to the end of the year in suitable habitat. One on Balghelam island 22 Oct,
one Abu Dhabi race course 23 Oct, one Al Wathba camel track 24 Oct, one at Khor Kalba
18 Nov, one at Al Wathba sewage 2 Dec and 2 in desert inland from Ghantoot (Dubai-Abu
Dhabi road) 11 Dec. 4 were at Qarn Nazwa 29 Oct.

Eastern Pied Wheatear Oenanthe picata

Localised winter visitor, usually shy and often confused with Hume’s Wheatear.
WINTER/SPRING: One at Qarn Nazwa S Jan and 19 Feb, assumed same wintering
individual. One male at Idhn rocky outcrop 20 Jan. One possible on Abu al Abyadh 26 Feb.
AUTUMN/WINTER: One was reported in Ras al Khaimah area 24 Oct. The reliable
wintering site at Qarn Nazwa was occupied by one bird from 29 Oct. One was at Masafi
wadi 18 Nov-30 Dec while one, probably wintering, was at Ramtha Tip 30 Dec (P.Adhemar).

One was near Fujeirah National dairy farm 30 Dec.

Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens
Virtually unknown in Northern Emirates, more regular in autumn and winter in south-west

(and on islands).
Up to 2 were on Das Island 4-6 Feb (M.Wood). One was at Baynunah (trackers’ camp) 28
Oct-12 Nov and one was at a second Baynunah site 13 Dec (S.Aspinall). A male was on Abu

al Abyadh 29 Oct, recorded into 1994 (M.McGill).

Hooded Wheatear Oenanthe monacha

Small resident population on Jebel Hafit, no other resident sites known. Also a scarce
migrant or winter visitor.

Recorded Jebel Hafit Janaury to December. 2 males and up to 3 females seen there 1 Jun
and up to 6 birds there in December. Singles were on Das Island 4-5 Feb and 29-30 Mar
with 2 there on 6 Feb. 1 male and 1 female were found in Wadi Bih 26 Mar. A female was
on Sir Bani Yas 30 Sep. A male was at Jebel Dhanna 26 Oct.
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;{I!Te’s Wheatear Oenanthe alboniger
alrly common resident in the mountains virtuall
: : nt | ) y never se
Heard in song in Wadi Bih 3 Jan, with first young noted 3 Ap?-na
in Wadi Bih 20 Jun and 8 on Jebel Hafit 31 Dec.
One well away from range was claimed on Sir Bani Yas 30 Sep (S Aspinall)

away from this habitat.
t Wadi Shih, At jeast 8 seen

Rock Thrush Monticola saxatillis

Common sprin i i i i
o Pring, rare in autumn. Seen in a variety of habitats. About 50 birds recorded in
SPRING:
recorgingl ::h ;)tn l;‘bg al }.lAbyadh 23 Feb and a female on Jebel Faiyah 25 Feb, were first
. € I'eb, then scarce until late March. Records j . ’

Island 26-30 Mar, with 2 there 16-18 rand 3 on 29 A b i, D2

; -18 Apr, 4 there 17 Apr and 3 i i °
3 Apr, 3 males at Al Wathba 16 A Aou 2l Aty 1oy I Wadi S

) Pr and up to 6 on Abu a] Ab i
there 21 Apr. Other single bird i ot bird e 7 Vith 10
Batoen wart 10 Moy, gle birds recorded March and April. Latest bird was a female at
AUTUMN: 1-2 Das Island 19-31 A
-3 ug, a female on Abu al Ab

16 Oct. One female was at the Emirates golf course 22 Oct. ¥l 8 Octand a male there

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius

Scarce winter visitor to m i
ountains and outcrops, usuall
was better than average, due to better coveralg)e’.  ess than § records per oo 1993

SP :
RING: A male was at Qarn Nazwa 23 Feb and singles were on Abu al Abyadh 28 Feb

and 2-3 Mar and in Abu Dhabi 2 &4 M i
pitidess o cpring sighties ar. Singles on Das Island 6 & 10 Apr, then 20n 17

AU : Fi
TUMN: First record was one female on Das Island 24 Sep. One was at Ain al Faydah

goglg Thrush Turdus philomelus
airly common winter visitor. especially i

s y in north.
WI :
o l:;l;ER/%l;RII\‘J&G. 4 regularly seen at Emirates golf course in January, then up to 7 in lat
Aumﬁ}q /wi;q TEtlvzvo:/ at other sites until last sighting of 2 on Abu al Abyadh 27 Mar ’

- very early bird was on Das Island 21-23 Al .

record and 8 weeks before migration of this species usually (;cculi'i (VW) st ever At

First mainland sightin i
i g at Jebel Ali hotel 28 Oct. A maximu
Dec, while 10+ were at Ruwais 12 Dec, with 20+ there ZOHIIDSCf P vereathe EGC on 3

Eedwing Turdus iliacus
One in Ai
ne in Ain al Faydah gardens 25 Feb (C.Pilcher), would be only the 5th record

[f‘,(l:mb Warbler Scotocerca inquieta
usive resi i i
ident of mountains and wadis, apparently more common at higher altitudes (over

One was i i i
o Smal;lxs ;Zt;’zdl Tawi Yaeen 4 Apr. 2 were sen in Wadi Bih 20 Jun, with at least 10 found
p area at 800 metres on Ras al Khaimah-Dibba mountain road 21 Jun. A pair
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i’s Warbler Cettia cetti _
git:;:: and }rleard at Ruwais reedbed on 21-25 Oct (S.Aspinall), was the first record for

the country.

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia ‘
Rather scarce migrant, all occurring in spring. (No autumn records since September 1991).

All records: Singles were on Abu al Abyadh 26 Mar, 16 Apr and 30 Apr, in Al Habab
fodder field on 29 Mar and at Al Wathba 16 Apr.

Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinoides
ing migrant, 1993 was a typical year. _ '
gigev:;r::gl-lanfraniyah 14 Mar (S.Aspinall/D.Mitchell/C.Richardson) and one was in Bateen

wood 17 Apr (S.James).

Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon . .
Vagrant. #0ne on Abu al Abyadh 17-18 May (S.Aspinall), would be the 6th UAE record

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus ' . .
Fairly common migrant, extended migration period, though most in late spring. 1993 was a

for this species. ‘
goP.i{IIXIeél:- Singles orl;’e Abu al Abyadh 26 Mar, the Emirates golf course 18 May, Das Island

, 1 Jun and 8-9 Jun.
,?UL%’MN: Individuals were on Abu al Abyadh 23 Aug and at Al Wathba sewage 10 Sep.

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris ' .
Very common late spring migrant (abundant during a period of only a few days), although

comparitively absent in autumn. Early spring records often confused with Ree;]OVAVarbl;irt.h
SPRING: First reported at Zabeel fish ponds 28 Apr and ?]bu ;ltAtgfzﬁhyfrcl)Jrr; ol (;))(;,most
ay.
e continuing on Das Island to 6 Jun and Qarnayn Island to .
g:iag-lz May or% Abu al Abyadh and 92 at Emirates golf club 18 May. Seen in Bateen

1 May-4 Jun. .
v::‘I)JO’;"UMN:Y Only autumn records were singles in Bateen wood 5 & 10 Sep (E.Hirschfeld)

and 12 & 28 Nov (S.James).
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Fairly common spring and (less common) autumn migrant. Visiting summer breeder in at
least 3 known reedbed sites. Usually overlooked unless in song.

SPRING: Single birds recorded on Das Island 26 Mar-12 Apr (good indication of passage
timings). One on Abu al Abyadh 30 Apr. Reported several other locations during passage.

Dhabi late May (E.Hirschfeld).

AUTUMN: First seen Abu al Abyadh 8 Aug. Otherwise small numbers were recorded late
August to late October, at several locations including Bateen wood, Zabeel and Ruwais
where a male was still singing on 14 Nov.

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus

Fairly common around overgrown ponds and in mangroves, where many are resident. Also
dispersive and migratory, usually in reedbeds outside breeding season.

SPRING: One or two in Bateen wood 27 Feb and 10/11 May. Several at Zabeel fish ponds
January to April, although no other nesting behaviour noted there. Singles at the Emirates
golf course 9 Feb-29 Mar.

BREEDING: Healthy breeding activity noted at a number of known nest sites including
Khor Kalba, Siniyah Island, Abu al Abyadh, Ras al Khaimah mangroves. 3 calling in
mangroves at Sheleala 21 May and at Bel Ghelam on 17 Jun.

AUTUMN: One at Zabeel reeds 5 Sep and one at Jebel Dhanna 8 Sep, becoming more
common on passage (or dispersal) from late October. 2 birds present at Al Wathba sewage
21 Nov - 31 Dec and reported regularly at Ruwais reed beds to the end of year.

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Uncommon migrant, formerly confused with A.stentoreus. 1993 was an average year for this
species with 9 birds reported, compared to 11 in 1992.

SPRING: One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 18 Feb.

AUTUMN: One was on Abu al Abyadh 12 Sep. 2 were at Al Wathba sewage 13 Sep with
one there 8 Oct and 24 Oct-5 Dec (when it was ringed). Single birds were also at Wathba
camel track 1 Oct, Bateen wood 1 & 20 Oct and Murawah Island 10 Nov.

Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida

Fairly common spring and autumn migrant, with many breeding locally. Few apparently
winter at some sites.

SPRING: One at Digdaga 14 Mar. Common on passage from late March to April. Breeding
in Bateen wood, where maximum 18 birds recorded 1 May.

AUTUMN: Singles on Abu al Abyadh 23 Aug and at Emirates golf course 26 Aug, earliest
records, then fairly widespread until mid QOctober. One at Ruwais 25 Oct. Maximum of 27
were in Bateen wood/Mushref gardens area 16 Sep. One was singing at Khor Kalba 26 Oct.
NOTEWORTHY WINTER RECORDS: At least 5 were at Khor Kalba 4 Jan, with a
remarkable 20 there 27 Feb and 5 on 15 Mar. Recorded regulary throughout the winter
(possibly resident) at Bateen wood with maximum of 13 on 12 Nov and 2 on 27 Dec. One
was at Ras Al Khaimah 17 Dec and 3 were singing at Khor Kalba 29 Dec.
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Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata
Fairly scarce (and overlooked) spring migrant. Rare in autumn. Generally low numbers

reported in 1993 were about normal. Only breeds in mangroves at Khor Kalba where

H.c.rama is suspected, and perhaps not annually.

All records as follows:

SPRING: At least 2 were singing at Khor Kalba 15 Mar and 5 were there 1 Apr. One was
on Abu al Abyadh 24 Mar.

None recorded during thorough searches of Khor Kalba mangroves Jun-Aug.

AUTUMN: One resembling the nominate subspecies was at Khor Kalba 14 Oct

(E.Hirschfeld).

Upcher’s Warbler Hippolais languida

Locally common migrant, sometimes even in summer months (though not reported nesting
in Arabia).

SPRING: 2 (singing) in Masafi wadi 15 Mar, one on Das Island 18, 20, 26 & 30 Mar.
Commonly reported from late March to late April, mostly in wadis and dry areas. 2 were
in full song on Tayibah plain 4 Apr. 4 were on Das Island 28-29 Apr, and singles were on
Abu al Abyadh 3 May, Ain al Faydah 6 May and at Khor al Beidah 19 May. Also reported
at Bateen wood, Al Wathba and Kafai Island.

AUTUMN: 2 in Bateen wood 4 Aug was earliest record. One was in Bateen wood 17 Aug
and up to 2 were on Das 23-31 Aug. Several reported early to mid September. Singles at
the Emirates golf course 7 Oct and in Bateen wood 11 Oct, were rather late.

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

Vagrant. ‘
One was found at Jebel Ali village green 3 Sep (J.K.Bannon/C.Richardson), 7th UAE

record. Last recorded April 1991. Previous records all months February-May and September.

Menetries’ Warbler Sylvia mystacea

Common spring migrant, scarce in autumn and winter.

WINTER: One was at Al Jazeerah Khor 2 Jan.

SPRING: Passage noted from 18 Feb, up to 5 present at several sites, with 8 at Al Wathba
14 Mar and up to 6 on Abu al Abyadh 2-5 Apr. Scarce after March though recorded until
21 Apr on Das Island and 4 were on Abu al Abyadh 26 Apr.

AUTUMN: Scarce, ones & twos on passage in October, 6 at Al Wathba 5 Nov and 2 at

Murawah Is. 10 Nov.
WINTER: 2 at Ruwais 12-20 Dec, 3 at Al Jazeerah Khor dunes 27 Dec and 2 at Wadi Tawi

Yaeen 28 Dec.

Desert Warbler Sylvia nana

Common on passage and in winter, confined to desert and gravel scrub.
WINTER/SPRING: Wintering until March, passage peaking first week of March, with
migrants recorded at Emirates golf course 18 Mar, Zabeel fish ponds and at Al Ain 27 Mar.
20 on Abu al Abyadh 2 Mar. Latest records were one at Al Jazeerah Khor 5 Apr, 3 at Umm
al Quwain beach 6 Apr and one on Ghaghah Island 8 Apr.

AUTUMN/WINTER: Recorded from 25 Aug on Das Island, which is very early. One was
on Delma Istand 9 Sep and 2 were at Ras Ghanada 18 Sep. Few from early Oct, with

passage and winter influx picking up pace from mid October.
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I?ljp?eau Warbler Sylvia hortensis

airly common passage migrant (rare in autumn fe interi
o . ), few overwintering.
o gT;Ehl}/SPgING. One was at the Zabeel fish ponds 8 Jan and oie was at Al J
M lar. ingles were at Murawah Island 25 Mar and in Masafi wadi 1 Apr and Seah
AU'nmsto(x;g ox['li 4tApr. Last recorded on Das Island 23 Apr. Other recofdsaﬁotal?sotﬂ:ier

: One first-wi o

o ‘winter was on Abu al Abyadh 22 Oct and one was at Al Wathba 5

. lngl at B y I
W ”q I ISR S €S were ateen wood 7 Dec Jebel All hote] 8r Oullds 24 Dec, Al Jazee ah

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria

I"egulal ]ate Spl Ing mi *
g lglaﬂt, though never common 12 !eco'ded’ CO'npaIEd to S n 1992-
SPR.HQG. S"] les at Ghaghah Islaﬂd 6 Apl Abu al Abyadh 14 Ap( and at the Eﬂ]" ates olf
g ’ g

course 19 Apr. 4 on Das Island 29-3
Wathoa 5 Moy 30 Apr, 2 on Abu al Abyadh 3 May and one at A]

AUTUMN: Singles were in Bateen wood 20 & 29 Oct.

é&ser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
S gﬁ:)::e g;s;sage migrant, sometimes in winter, though none recorded this year. A number
- are represented includi  (Siberi i :

Hontihention. qimiecDres ing blythi (Siberian Lesser Whitethroat), and most pose
SPRING: i

o acaCciiasZ i‘ze;i t1)n song 19.& 23? Feb at Qarn Nazwa and single birds were found in wadis
g o Beco:iz:lrgy until ma;n passage commenced in early March, when subsong was

X scarce afte i i !
Abyadt 12 Moo M T early April. Recorded in Bateen wood and \Abu al
AUTUMN: First recorded on Das I
. sland 21 Aug, tho i
October. Last seen in Abu Dhabi 20 Nov and Ruiais Z;Iglgol:]am Pessage was from carly

MDese‘ :‘t Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia minula

ainly a winter visitor, ¢ i i 1

oy ommon and widespread in Prosopis and acacia trees in deserts and
WINTER/SPRING: Last individual i

and on Abu al Abyert 14 ol s recorded in Bateen wood 7 Apr, on Das Island 17 Apr
AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Das Island from 2 Sep. One at Dibba on 17 Sep was

first mainland record., Maximum 15 i
and 14 there o ord: 1 m 15 at Dibba at dusk on 8 Oct, 13 at Bateen wood 20. Oct

Hume’s l'mer Whitethroat Sylvia althaeq
gf:arlce migrant, mostly in spring.
ingle birds were at the Zabeel fish d i
Hicetinga (B Hirschios ponds 25 & 28 Mar (C.Richardson) and at Balghelam

#Single birds at Yasat Island 1 -
el & 4-5 Apr and Ghaghah and Kafai Islands 10 Apr possibly

gommon Whitethroat Sylvia communis
S . .
mmon spring and scarce autumn migrant. 1993 numbers were below average.

SP : i i
= l}:iIZGéiﬁ):}zsvery zalr)rly bird was in Zabeel garden 8 Feb and one was on Abu al Abyadh
- SIhgles on Abu al Abyadh 25 Mar and at the Emirates golf course and on Das

.-
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i habi 7
Island both on 26 Mar, heralded first signs of general passage. Last seen in Abu D
slan ’
May and on Qarnayn Island 9 May.
AUTUMN: Recorded from 22 Aug-3 Dec
mainland in September and October.

on Das Island. Otherwise small numbers on

Sylvia atricapilla . .
?lraecﬁl: rr.rigrant, sometimes common and usually in small p.artles. " o 19 Apr
SrPRgING' First recorded 16 Mar, last seen 10 May. 5 at Emirates golf cour .

AUTUMN: One was at Qarn Nazwa 3 Nov and one was on Das Island 7 Dec, both females
and only autumn/winter records.

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides

t. ,
g?lira:f subspecies nitidus, (Green Warbler) in Bateen wood 17 Apr (S.James/R.Quested)

s the first UAE record. .
:i)ne trochiloides was reported on Das island 9 Nov-7 Dec (L.Reaney).

-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus ‘ t
;erl::’vinter visitor, rarely reported on the mainland, though possibly overlooked. Mos

. i sub-
records have been in isolated locations like Das Island. Some reported reliably as humei su
i bly all are of this race. o . '
sgeuiﬁ;: ‘:::1 l;;::al (y)cl (L.Reaney) and one showing characterlst.lcs of humei sub-;ge];l:z
(grrl:yer with buffish eyestripe and wingbars) was found at the Emirates golf course 22

(where it was recorded well into 1994).

in Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus negelcius . . ' |
ll;:;llly common winter )\,'isitor to dry mountain wadis and acacia plains. Rare on passage

SPRING: One was singing continuously in Wadi Tayibah 28 Feb (NSRhtcl)ur).iSland Ot
AUTUMN/WINTER: Singles were seen presumably on passage, at Balghelam

i S.James).
irschfeld) and in Bateen wood 26 Oct ( . '
gﬁ:i‘iscin e;vigter habitat found in a wadi east of Al Ain 21 Nov & 17 Dec, hills near

Dhadnah 7 Dec, at Marbad 28 Dec, in Wadi Ghayl 29 Dec and at Masafi 30 Dec.
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Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

One of the commonest wintering warblers, generally only in gardens, cultivations and other
irrigated areas. Sings freely from mid winter to end of spring passage.
WINTER/SPRING: 52 counted in Emirates golf course 13 Mar, 50 on Abu al Abyadh 26-27
Mar and over 100 at the Zabeel fish ponds 28 Mar. Not seen after 28 Apr.
AUTUMN/WINTER: First autumn sighting 14 Oct. 35 at Ras al Akhdar 1 Nov.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Fairly common migrant, mostly in late spring.

SPRING: 10 on 24 Mar Murawah Island, first sign of passage (though generally scarce until
early April) present to 21 May. 17 in Bateen wood 1 May and 40+ on Abu al Abyadh 3
May.

AUTUMN: Ones and twos recorded 14 Aug to late September, with singles on Abu al
Abyadh until 22 Oct.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Common late spring and early autumn migrant.

SPRING: Recorded from 29 Mar on Das Island until 21 May in Abu Dhabi.

AUTUMN: Recorded 23 Aug-28 Oct, with one remaining at the Emirates golf course until
5 Nov.

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

Rather scarce late autumn migrant, rarely in winter and spring.

SPRING: Singles were reported on Das Island 11-20 Feb and 28 Mar.

AUTUMN: Individuals were seen in Jebel Ali hotel grounds 8 Oct, on Das Island 7 Nov,

Ras Al Akhdar 10-11 Nov and Murawah Island 10 Nov. Up to 2 were on Das Island 18-19
Nov.

Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata

Irregular spring migrant, sometimes common in late March but almost totally absent in 1993,
compared to a record 26 birds in spring 1992.

One was on Das Island 26 Mar (M.Wood) and one female was at Hamriyah sewage dump
(Sharjah) on 16 Apr (C.Richardson) .

Arabian Babbler Turdoides squamiceps
Sedentary, becoming rather uncommon through habitat destruction. Favours scrubby bushes

. A and low cover in desert areas.
W R T

‘. \ DA N ";// 16+ seen south of Sweihan (Saih al Selem) 16 Oct, is an extension of known range.

7

" |

Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica
Common, sometimes abundant resident. Localised, or seasonally absent when it moves locally
in response to food availability. Usually favours Calotropis (Sodom’s Apple) bushes.

Maximum together, 17 in Bateen wood/Mushref palace gardens area 14 Oct and 20 on dunes
at Al Jazeerah Khor,

One at Ruwais 14-20 Dec is a dramatic westward extension of known range.

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

Regular spring and autumn migrant. Usually very skulking until it breaks cover, so possibly
under-recorded.
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SPRING: One was at the Emirates golf club 14 Apr and up to 4 were there 13-18 May.
Single birds were in Bateen wood 24 Apr, Al Wathba 28 Apr, Qarnayn Island 9 May, south
of Jebel Ali 14 May and on Das Island 2-21 May, with 2 there 13 May.

AUTUMN: Individuals were reported on Abu al Abyadh 25 Aug, Ain al Faydah 3 Sep and
in Bateen wood 3 Sep. Several 6 Sep-8 Oct, with a maximum of 10 at Emirates golf course
13 Sep and 15 at Das Island on 16 Sep. One was on Abu al Abyadh 11 Oct and one at

Mushref Palace gardens 18 Nov.

Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabelinus

Common migrant and winter visitor.

SPRING: Good passage mid March to April, with peak of 9 at the Emirates golf course 26
Mar. 11 were on Abu al Abyadh 22 Apr. Scarce after early May. Last recorded on Abu al
Abyadh 6 May and on Das Island 4 Jun.

AUTUMN/WINTER: First recorded Abu al Abyadh 13 Aug and on Das Island 26 Aug.
Steady passage in September, peaking late Oct - early Nov. Up to 8 at the Emirates golf
course 26 Nov-8 Dec. Also found wintering at Khor Kalba, Ramtha and Wathba sewage.

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

Common late spring migrant. Relatively uncommon in autumn.

SPRING: First 26 Mar on Das Island and on Abu al Abyadh 13 Apr. Last seen on mainland
at Hamraniyah 21 May and on Das Island 2 Jun. Ones and twos at most suitable sites
throughout the country during period.

AUTUMN: Recorded in Abu Dhabi area 1 Sep, 12 Sep and 11-22 Oct. Singles were on
Murawah 15 Sep and on Abu al Abyadh 30 Sep. Not seen in Dubai and the northern

Emirates.

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor

Rather uncommon migrant, mostly in spring. Oddly, this year most records were in autumn.
It was rather scarce in 1993, with most migrants turning up on the islands.

SPRING: First on Das Island was one on 30 Mar, with 3 on 10 Apr and up to 3 from late
April until 9 May, with one there on 18 May. On Abu al Abyadh island there were up to
3 from 27 Apr-1 May.

None were reported on the mainland in spring.

AUTUMN: Singles on Das Island 22 & 26 Aug and at Al Wathba camel track 9 Sep. 3 were

on Das Island 11 Sep, with individuals there 13, 16 & 19 Sep. One was in Bateen wood 16
Sep and one was at Al Ain camel track 8 Oct.

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor
Common resident in north (L.e.aucheri occurs), fewer in south and west. Also a regular

passage migrant and winter visitor from Central Asia. Sub-species pallidirostris is regular
winter visitor.

MIGRANTS: Single pallidirostris seen at Al Wathba on 12 Feb and at Al Habab 1-9 Sep.
2 were at Al Ain camel track 4 Oct, 2 at Al Habab each visit 14 Oct-25 Dec, one was at
Emirates golf course 22 Oct and one was at Al Jazeerah Khor 27 Dec. Abundant in
Baynunah area Oct-Dec, many of pallidirostris race.

BREEDING: Male in song from 15 Jan at Emirates golf course, with 5 juveniles present 8
Mar. Recently fledged juveniles recorded Al Ain zoo 29 Mar.
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(“:loodchat Shrike Lanius senator
ommonest migrant shrike in spring Passage commences i
: . earlier than oth i
IS:Pll){ING. Recorded on Das'Island from 6 Feb, with most mainland sig}f:i:hsr llf(es.
‘ebruary to early April, peaking in late March. 2 were in song 4 Apr on Tayib, i i fate
Xgll}%& on Abu al Abyadh and at Al Wathba both 16 Apr el plain. Last
N: Singles on Abu al Abyadh 13 & 17 Au [
K g, on Das Island 22-
Delma Island 8 & 10 Sep (2 different birds). None on mainland. #30 Avg aud on

Ihjdasked Shrike Lanius nubicus
sually fairly common spring mij i
: grant, though almost absent i i i
wlt;l’}l% One bird has wintered in Abu Dhabi in recent years,n PPring 1993 and present n
‘R/SPRING: One wintered in Mushref palace garden until 12 Mar. One
near Dibba-Masafi road 31 Mar-1 Apr. ‘ s seen
AUTUMN: Individuals were on Abu al Ab;
yadh 13 Aug, Dhafra beach (Jebel Dh
Sep, Das Island 24-28 Sep and 8 Oct, at Ras al Akhdar 5 Oct and at least( 1 juvenil: l:uzas))ir?

Mushref palace garden 10-14 N i i
31 Deg oy oo Barder ov. A male wintered in Mushref Palace gardens from 8 Oct-

élouse Crow Corvus splendens
ommon resident on East Coast and north of Ras i
: on al Khaimah. An unwel i
Iz)ubal and spre.admg In greater numbers to Abu Dhabi and other Gulfecftci)gs:e eoloniser 1o
z (:vnirietss:en b(;leﬂy on Das Island 30 Apr, showing that even offshore islands are not safe
pread. 2 were on Delma Island 8-10 Sep, reportedly ’at home’ there, and 2 w
seen at Jebel Dhanna (which is the port for the ferry to Delma) 8 Nov. ’ e

llircmvn-uecked Raven Corvus ruficollis
ather localised, differing from neighbouring states where it is widespread. No large flocks

reported in 1993 (compared to 1992, when
: : groups of up to 75 found i
Unaccountably scarce at Sila and other western areas, including Baynl:ﬁalzte ummer)

Slalllng .S”l} nus l“g“ 1
Illegula[ winter visitor usually locallsed. SeVeI al palls br eed at Iialluaﬂl ah althou h not
’ yah, g

WINTER/SPRING: 6 at R i i i
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frﬁ%E“lilrI:(g; 1":1 ::;;, ;n soxllg :t Ha(r;lraznsiyah 4 Apr, while one was carrying food on 5 Apr

on pr. On 28 May, 8 adults and 15 juvenil in
field, adding further evidence that this speci ni 2 regolarty i the UAG e
furt] pecies might be breedi i
:)Jnly knowrll site in Arabia). One was still there 1g8 Jun. B Attty i the VA (the
T]fistz :‘:O,_lncludlng 17 juveniles in Zabeel palace grounds 6-9 Sep (J.Platt/C.Richardson)
b T[_? 1\: I;s;\;);ﬁg%(ﬁlalzly early for migrants, which usually occur from November .
: 2 on Das Island 19-22 Aug, was o f i ;
Ruwais 10 Nov, tomeort g, ne of earliest ever records. 10 at
g g to 20 on 16 Nov and 65 at roost th
Zabeel Zabeel fish ponds 10 Nov, 3 ) pardens 12 Now, 4 & o e
, 3 at Mushref Palace gardens 12 Nov, 4 at the E
, t
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1ra
Pied Mynah Sturnus conira. |
' o Dbt i April, May and
e g reSldeﬂ[;l fzr:bsupeDhabi (Bateen wood, Eastern lagoon) in Marck:r,losf‘,is“s Y and
el AWCrZ:izasl one pair resident Ramtha tip and up to 15( ;ge:/[ :;1
g;);zgl’t:sr}; ponds (with 10 there 7 Sep). One was in Safa Par ;

Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus

Usually regular in late summeri early au
it gito3 sereicis D were present there

e OMN ONLY: land 7-9 Aug and one or two

A son with 4 there 12. Daslllspa?o 4, including 2 juveniles Abu al Abyadh from

- ith 4 there 12 Sep. j : b from
mos tSda)t{Z:ﬂ}; izlt)t,lglﬁrst-winter birds there 13 Oct, one staying until 16 Oct. One
mid Sep

feeding with mynah flocks at Hamraniyah 27 Dec.

tumn. Occasionally at other times and not every

mmon Mynah Acridotheres tristis .
o in most towns and spreading. Generally a noisy pest.J -
gommto r113'diyah mosque 28 Feb, one on Abu al Abyadh 18 Jun a

ne at Bi ,

i its known range.
ﬁ;rilrsrfl[; g(t;(;t;t Ramtha tip 10 Aug and 300 Eastern lagoon 11 Sep.
. i
Bank Mynah Acridotheres ginginian _
Locally common. Rarely seen away from Dubai,
Khaimah.

35 at Zabeel fish ponds 5 ‘
ivah from 14 Mar throughout spring.
:ilr;rri:yOver 50 most days in November at Eastern lagoon,

of 120 there 12 Nov.

Abu Dhabi or fields south of Ras al

in old well at

. At least 60 at nest holes in 0 we
B ot speine 7Ussl:o 90 seen in Hamraniyah most VIS.ltS to
Abu Dhabi with a maximum

Dead Sea Sparrow Passer moabiticus
Vagrant.
Male in song in mangrove:

i cord.
attributed to race moabiticus on plumage (S.Aspinall) - 2nd UAE re

Sl

a Dead Sea Sparrow was i song on Murawah Island in late March

s on Murawah Island 21-22 Mar (possibly from 20 Mar) -
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Ubiquitous.

900 in Bateen wood/Mushref palace area 25 Sep and 500 at Al Ain came| track on 30 Dec,
gives some idea of numbers present.

Extending range: noted colonising Murawah Island over summer 1993, bred successfully Ras
Ghumais and 21 found sheltering in shade of vehicle in Baynunah desert 21 Qct.

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis

Very scarce winter visitor. Small population may be resident at Hamraniyah, where nesting
activity has been regular since 1991.

6 were at Hamraniyah 20 Jan, then 50+ were in nesting colony, at least 33 males counted,
with P.domesticus 1-14 Mar (J.K.Bannon/CR/SA). Upto 10 young were seen there 4-5 Apr,
though not found on later dates.

Pale Rock Sparrow Petronia brachydactyla

Regular passage migrant, though variable numbers annually. Sometimes in massive flocks in
spring. Only isolated records in autumn. Small numbers breed in remote mountain areas.
WINTER/SPRING: 2 on Abu al Abyadh 2 Mar and 7 near Masafi on 10 Mar, were first
spring records of year. Peak numbers included up to 500 in Hamraniyah fields 14 Mar-4 Apr
with 30 still there 16 Apr. An extraordinary 1,000 (estimated) were in fodder fields at Al
Oha, north of Al Ain on 16 Mar (CR/D.Mitchell) and up to 70 were at Jebel Faiyah 1-9
Apr. Several other reports not listed here.

Latest records were 2 on Das Island 29 Apr and one at Abu Dhabi race course 1 May.
BREEDING: Reports of breeding behaviour, including several parties in full song in Masafi
and Marbad hills on 15 Mar.

3 adults feeding 6 young were found in Wadi Ghayl ravine 20-29 Aug (C.Richardson/-
S.Aspinall), an extension of breeding range. (This is only the second known UAE breeding
site).

AUTUMN/WINTER: The only autumn records were 12 in Wadi Baraq 1 Oct and one at
Khor Kalba 14 Oct.

Yellow-throated Sparrow Petronia xanthocollis

Fairly common summer visitor, nesting in older trees near cultivations and in foothills, Less
common on passage.

MIGRANTS (in unsuitable habitat): Single birds were on Das Island 28 Mar, at Zabeel fish
ponds 13 Apr, in Bateen wood 5 May and finally on Das Island 1-11 Jun.
SPRING/SUMMER (in breeding habitat): 12 were in Al Ain zoo grounds 29 Mar and 3
males were seen nearby at Ain al Faydah 31 Mar, 30 were in area Dibba-Masafi 31 Mar and
30 were at Mileihah 1 Apr.

Regularly found at Kalba, Mushrif Park (Dubai), Hamraniyah, Al Habab and foothills
between Buraimi and Madam from April to July.

AUTUMN: Passage noted on Das Island from 16 Aug-10 Oct, with a peak of 14 there 13
Sep.

Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica
Widespread breeding resident.

Seen gathering nest material from 10 Jan at Emirates golf course, nest-building at Dhafra
beach 8 Sep, and 2 in nest at Zabeel fish ponds 16 Sep, indicating long nesting season.
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Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

Rare winter visitor.

#Up to 5 Das island 11 Nov-12 Dec (L.Reaney), #one at Al Wathba camel track 19 Nov
(R.Quested) and one at Abu Dhabi race track 28 Nov (S.James), only 13-15th UAE records.

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Scarce and irregular winter visitor, influxes usually occurring when casuarina seed-cones are
ripe. Record numbers from November 1993,

Singles were at the Emirates golf course 3 & 5 Nov, and one was killed there by an
Isabelline Shrike 16 Nov. Up to 7 were at the golf course 20-29 Nov, with a flock of 21 there
25 Dec. 13 were on Das Island 9 Nov decreasing to 2 by 26 Nov. 2 were at Al Wathba
sewage ponds 4 Nov and one was there 22 Nov. 10+ were at Ruwais 27 Nov, with only one
seen regularly 14-20 Dec. 3 were in grounds of Ras al Khaimah hotel on 27 Dec.

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus

Very elusive species, regularly found in Omani enclaves around Al Ain (see page XX).
Probably resident, though its true status remains a mystery as it appears to be nomadic and
constantly moves in search of regular drinking water.

BREEDING: 1 male, 1 female and 2 recently fledged young were found on Jebel Hafit 1
Jun (M.McGill). 1 male and 3 female were there 20 Nov (M.McGill).

OTHER: 1 male on Das Island 25 Oct (M.Wood), was unusual.

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus

Rather scarce migrant, mostly in autumn, though females possibly overlooked. No spring
records in 1993.

AUTUMN: Single birds were reported at Dhafra beach 8 Sep, Al Wathba sewage 9 Sep, 15
& 24 Oct and 3 Nov, at Emirates golf course 7 & 27 Oct and at Jebel Ali hotel 9 Oct.
There were several on Das island including up to 2 from 14-24 Sep, increasing to 5 on 26
Sep, then up to 3 from 28 Sep-8 Oct. There were singles on the island 12 Oct, 9-12 Nov and
4-7 Dec (This was a first ever December record).

Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea

A rare migrant, most previous records in spring. Observers note that all birds appear to have
characteristics of sermenowi (which breeds in south-western Iran).

One, probable immature male, was at Murawah 25-26 Mar (S.Aspinall), #one male was at
Al Ain zoo 29 Mar (D.Paynter) and #one male was on Das Island 30 Sep (L.Reaney), (only
2nd ever autumn record). 9-11th UAE records.

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana

Regular in spring, less regular in autumn and usually in small parties.

SPRING: First spring record was of one at the Emirates golf course 18 Mar and one on Das
Island 24 Mar. Most appeared from April, with groups of up to 8 reported from Jebel Al,
Abu al Abyadh, Kafai Island, Ghaghah Island, Das Island, Al Wathba and Abu al Abyadh
from 14-22 Apr. Up to 25 were on Abu al Abyadh 15-18 Apr. 7 on Das Island 29 Apr and
2 on Abu al Abyadh until 1 May, were latest records.

AUTUMN: 2 were on Das Island 3-6 Oct, up to 2 at Al Wathba sewage 8-14 Oct, one Abu
Dhabi racecourse 14 Oct, up to 4 on Abu al Abyadh 14-15 Oct and 2 at Ruwais sewage 21-
22 Oct. Not reported in Dubai and northern Emirates in autumn.
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Little Bunting Emberizq pusilla
Vagrant
Single birds were at the Jebe] Ali Hotel 25 Oct (M.Ka
5 -Kappanen/A.Topp) and on D
#7-26 Nov (L.Reaney/M.Wood), 6th & 7th UAE records. # lsland

Reed Bunting Emberizg schoeniclus
Vagrant, last reliably recorded in the UAE in November 1978.
One was at Al Wathba camel track 19 Nov (S.James/R.Quested), 4th UAE record.

Black-headed Bunﬁng Emberiza melanocephala
;Jljllgcl)glgmog migrant, mostly in autumn. 1993 was an average year for the species.

- « were at Hamriyah, Sharjah 16 Apr, female Abu al Abyadh 25-
male was on Das Island 29 Apr. b vadh 22727 Apr and a
AUTI‘;JMN : One male was on Das Island 1 Aug and a juvenile was on Abu al Abyadh 2-4
Aug. 3 were on Das 26-27 Aug. One female was at the Emirates golf course 3 Sep and

another was on Das 11-13 & 24 Sep with a total of 3 th 17 i
race course o1 Son p 3 there 17 Sep. One was at Abu Dhabi

Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
Irregular winter visitor. Several courtin i i i

) . & pairs attracted by suitable habitat at Hamraniyah
ig&A)j Ain, good news for a species which does not otherwise breed in Arabia (Richardzon

3c).

BREED‘IN G: Up .to 3 singing males reported at Hamraniyah fields 22 Jan and 1-2 Mar, with
3, mcludxlng a mating pair seen at same location 28 Feb. ’
A’t Al'Am can.mel race track fields 7 were there from 3 Nov, thereafter at least 15 birds
wintering and in song from 23 Dec, perhaps earlier (M.McGill).
AUTUMN/WINTER: One each was at Sweihan 6 Oct and at Al Wathba camel track 5 Nov.

gldividuals were on Das island 18 Nov, Ruwais 20-26 Nov and at Abu Dhabi racecourse 8§
ec.

Species not detailed above, but also recorded in ] 993: Sand Partridge, Lesser Black-backed
Gull, Yellow-legged Gull, Red-vented Bulbul, Graceful Warbler, House Bunting.

a Litde Bunting was found by some visiting birders
from Finland at Jebel Ali in October
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BIRDS RECORDED IN OMAN TERRITORY (enclaves accessible from the UAE)
All records subject to acceptance by Oman Bird Records Committee.

Socotra Cormorant Phalacrocorax nigrogularis
340 counted from boat en route Dibba to Umm al Fayarrin 26 Feb.

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus '
One seen Wadi Bih - Wadi Khabb Shamshi 5 Nov (J.Hollingworth/D.Robinson)

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgus tracheliotus
2 were at *hanging gardens’ (Jebel Qatar) on 30 Sep and 2 east of Wadi Agran 4 Dec.

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus
One was east of Buraimi 1 Aug.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
One Wadi Qhafi 7 May.

Bouelli’s Eagle Hieraetus fasciatus ;
A pair were above Wadi Khabb Shamsi (WA28) 20721 Jun (CR/JKB) and one was in

Musandam region 2 Jun (8J)

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis
One in Wadi Agran mid-late Nov.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus o
11 were seen on a boat trip from Dibba (Oman) to Umm al Fayarrin island on 26 Feb,

including 7 at Lima rock (a known nest site) and a pair on Umm al Fayarrin.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
One Sih Huwayyah 30 Apr.

Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides
One on Umm al Fayarrin 26 Feb (CR/JKB/K.Handke) .
4, including 2 juveniles, were at "hanging gardens’ ravine, Jebel Qatar 2 Jun, with one there

17 Jun, 30 Sep and 17 Dec (CR)

Chukar Alectoris chukar '
15 in Wadi Khabb Shamsi 19 Oct (CR). 28 Wadi Bih to Wadi Khabb Shamsi 5 Nov (JHo,

DR),

Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus .
An exceptional flock of 29 were seen inside the Oman (Musandam) border at Dibba-Baya

plain on 28 Dec (NSR group/CR)

Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse Pterocles lichtensteinii
Pair with three chicks "Musandam mountains’ 2 Jun (SJ)
At least 30 at 1,000m on Ras al Jebel (RAK to Dibba road) after sunset 20 Jun and at least

10 heard at night 21 Jun (CR/JKB).

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
One very early migrant was at Dibba-Bayah 28 Feb (CR)
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Bruce’s Sf:ops Owl Otus brucei
One was in a Ghaf tree in Wadi Sumayni 1 Apr (CR/NSR group)

Eagle Owl Bubo bubo
One *Musandam mountains’ 2 Jun (SJ).

Iittle: Owl Athene noctua
A pair were at 1,000 metres on Ras al Jebel, Musandam 20 Jun (CR/AKB).

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
¢.800 around breeding colony at Lima rock, Musandam, 26 Feb (CR)

Blue-checked Bee-eater merops supercili
7}
One late bird at Khutwa 12 I‘ﬁ)v (MpeI);a o

White-throated Robin Irania tturali.
One male Wadi Bih 2 Apr (RiuR), aris

Black-efnred. Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica
2 were in Sih Huwayyah 16 Mar (CR/DM)

Finsch’s Wheatear Oenanthe finschii

A male (and a possible unconfirmed fe i
' : emale) was in Si 'fossi ’
(C.chhardson/D.Mltche]l), confirmed 2nd rc)zcord for ncl;nit::vayyah (fossil valley) 16 Mar

Red-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe xantho,
1 W mna
One Buraimi 26 Jul (RR), very unseasggl.

(F;xslcm Piec‘l] \]:'el]leam Oenanthe picata
ne was at Jebel Rawdah quarry 17 Sep and 5 N
2 males and a female were on Dibba plzl:in 8 Oct (oélgA).

Hooded Wheatear Oenanthe monacha

One male near Wadi Qhafi i
17 Dee (CR, i Qhafi 15 Jan (R.Read) and another was in Wadi Agran, east.of Al Ain

Rock Thrush Monticola saxatillis
Females were on Umm al Fayarrin island 26 Feb and at Dibba-Bayah 28 Feb

Scrub Warbler Scotocerca inquieta

Up to 3 together seen regul ’ i i
o gularly at *hanging gardens (Jebel Qatar) most visits throughout

Plain Leaf Warbler FPhylloscopus neglectus

At least 2 were at Abulle
SACR) (near Mahdah) 24 Feb (CR et al), 5 *hanging gardens’ 17 Dec

g‘funsm_peter Finch Bucanetes githaginea
in Sih Huwayyah 25 Feb (CR) and song heard in Wadi Sharm 25 Feb. Flocks of up to 13

at Jebel Qatar escarpment 13 & 30/31 M i
R g ay (R.R
(CR/RAR), 30 there 1 Jul and one on 17yD(ec. e o P




84

Emirates Bird Report: 18

Cine ing Emberiza cineracea ' 1003
::0;’5 tl:‘rl::?)% femenowi subspecies at Abulle, Wilayat of Mahdah, 30 Marc
2 with fea

(E Moeller/C.Richardson), was the 1st record for Oman (OBRC).

ESCAPES AND INTRODUCTIONS

let Ibis Eudocimus ruber
?)G:; juvenile at Sir Bani Yas Island 30 Sep-1 Oct.

i jorni. jopicus _
?:ed }T’Zyrdz,;f SSIa Z’;U;(I)ezlll%n zoo during the year, several of these free-flying.
na 5 ,

Egyptian Goose chen aegyptiacus . ‘ .
Rapidly increasirglgggulation gpSir Bani Yas (due to introductions?) from 35 on 27 Ap!

leased on Murawah Island in spring,
i 1 Oct. After (unknown) numbcj.r re " Spring,
2t maSSl;/ 3230130(\)1“‘%+ free-flying on Bel Ghelam island 22 Oct. 2 on Das Islal:::’ alely eb.
%2 frc?::ir:lage pit AI Ain 2 Jun and 2 at nearby Ain Al Faydah 30 Dec, (pr
a s

individuals)
Chukar Alectoris chukar

R ¢ Al
Large numbers resident on Abu al Abyadh and present on Dhabiyah in August. One a
Habgab 13 Mar and 7 Jul, origin unknown.

i ) linus
Black Francolin Francolinus franco
Abundant and breeding on Abu al Abyadh.

Yellow-necked Spurfowl Francolinus leucoscepus
Established and breeding on Abu al Abyadh.

Common Crane Grus grus
3 still on Abu al Abyadh 24-26 Mar.

exandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria __
?lSafa parlf: Nov. Groups of up to 5, Abu Dhabi city throughout the year.

Peach-faced Lovebird Agapornis rfzseicollis
Resident for two years near Dubai Zoo.

-whiske CRONOLUS JOCUSUS _ o s
gwular]y r;‘:grg:cllb‘ilrll F,:\ybu Dhabi in the Bateen wood/Mushref park area with up to
egl

individuals. Presumably breeds.

Common Mynah Acridotheres t.ristis
4 on Das island from 9 Jun until the end of the year.

i jus
Golden-breasted Starling Cosmosparus regt
O(rTe near Abu Dhabi Intercon Hotel 21 Sep (B.Hunter).

Cut-throat Amadina Amadina fascia{a
2 males 1 female Khor Kalba 14 Dec’1992
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Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura
3 males seen near Dubai zoo, Several other unlisted re

Ports suggest this species may now be
breeding ferally throughout Jumeirah area of Dubai.

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava
2 Safa park 25 Oct, 1 EGC 27 Oct, 6 Safa Park 16 Dec, in song in Zabeel reeds 28 Aug,

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata

Male and female Bateen wood 14 Aug, 2 Safa park 31 Oct, pair Holiday International Hotel
grounds, Sharjah, 18 Dec.

Black-headed Munia Lonchura malacca
Seen at Zabeel Palace 28 Apr (DM) and one Jumairah beach park 3 Nov.

Red Bishop Euplectes orix
Up to 8 resident Safa park reeds, seen at least Apr and Nov.

References

Aspinall, S. 1993. Spring migration of Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni. Emirates Bird Report
17:47-48. Emirates Bird Group, P.O. Box 50394, Dubai.

Aspinall, S.J. 1993a. A wintering or passage population of Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris
in the Arabian Gulf? Wader Study Group Bulletin 72:43-47,

Aspinall, S. 1994. The Birds of Yasat, Ghaghah and Kafai, United Arab Emirates. Tribulus
4.1:5-8. ENHG, P.O. Box 2380, Abu Dhabi.

Aspinall, S. & Hirschfeld, E. 1993. The first breeding of Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus
ruber in the UAE. Tribulus 3.2:5-6. ENHG, P.O.Box 2380, Abu Dhabi.

Bannon, J.K. 1993. Do skuas overfly the Rub al Khali on spring passage to the Arabian
Gulf? Emirates Bird Report 17:56-57. Emirates Bird Group, P.O. Box 50394, Dubai.
Hellyer, P. 1993, Socotra Cormorants breeding in the UAE in April. Oman Bird News 143-
5. Compiled by Michael Gallagher, ONHM, P.O. Box 668, Muscat.

Jennings, M.C. 1992. Eurasian Cuckoo heard calling in northern UAE and
Oman. Phoenix 9:4-5. Sponsored and published by the NCWCD, Riyadh.
Richardson, C. 1993a. A brief survey of Siniyah Island, Umm al Quwain, 19-20 May 1993,
Emirates Bird Report 17:49-50. Emirates Bird Group, P.O. Box 50394, Dubai.
Richardson, C. 1993b. Difficulties in separating White-cheeked Tern and eastern races of
Common Tern. Oman Bird News 14:5-6, Compiled by Michael Gallagher, ONHM, P.O.
Box 668, Muscat.

Richardson, C. 1993¢. Corn Buntings possibly breeding at Hamraniyah, UAE. Phoenix 10:3.
Sponsored and published by the NCWCD, Riyadh.

Musandam,




86

Emirates Bird Report: 18

WATERFOWL COUNTS 1987-94 AT KHOR DUBAI

12 Sep’87 25 Jan’92 22 Aug'93 14 Jan’94 9 Sep'94
Great Cormorant 363 ) ?39 00
Grey Heron NC (Not Counted) 1 h :
Great White Egret NC 36 : 2 Y
Wes.Reef Heron NC 10 p 3 :
Spoonbill 3 10 5 >z 5
Greater Flamingo 960 860 S
Mallard NC 152 ;
et Ni 1 1 1 1
Osprey C
Oystercatcher 74 100+ 60 124 120
Black-winged Stilt 6 " : .
Pac.Golden Plover 40
Grey Plover 556 1000+ 267 Zgg :i% .
Ringed Plover 263 500+ 39 ol 0'1000
Kentish Plover 365 3990 1235 A 0.200
Lesser Sandplover NC 3000+ 1322 X
Greater Sandplover 500+ 1 2000 200
Unid. Charadrius 676 ; o o
Black-tailed Godwit 102 1 " o
Bar-tailed Godwit 1243 1000+ 284 X
Whimbrel
Curlew 101 350 9 _::175 ;:1;0
Redshank 334 1000+ 795 n
Greenshank 43 6 ‘11
Green Sandpiper .
Terek Sandpiper 10 45 Zgl 1;8 o
Turnstone 30 82 :
Red-necked Phalarope
Little Stint 798 500+ 110 ;ggo ;(1:73
Dunlin 117 4700 IZVSCSJO pin e
Curlew Sandpiper 1505 2 o 000
Unidentified Calidris . » .
B.-billed Sandpiper 926 370 ; :
Ruff 5 9
Slender-billed Gull 100 185 .;2] ;(7)2 fo
Gull-billed Tern 10 5 : 9 i
Caspian Tern 5 39 2
Saunders’ Tern » " %
Sandwich Tern 2
TOTALS 8,170 19,126 8,576 14,450 9.328
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First/last dates of common Migrants 1993
Full details of all the following migrants can be found in the Checklist pages 18-85,

WINTER VISITORS

Black-necked Grebe
Great Cormorant
Cattle Egret
Wigeon
Gadwall
Pintail
Shoveler
Pochard
Marsh Harrier
Montagu’s Harrier
Pallid Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Spotted Eagle
Coot
Stone Curlew
Pacific Golden Plover
White-tailed Plover
Temminck’s Stint
Common Snipe
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Kingfisher
Short-toed Lark
Skylark
Richard’s Pipit
Tawny Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Red-throated Pipit
Water Pipit
Citrine Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
White Wagtail
Bluethroat
Black Redstart
Stonechat
Isabelline Wheatear
Desert Wheatear
Red-tailed Wheatear
Eastern Pied Wheatear
Blue Rock Thrush
Song Thrush
Desert Warbler
Desert Lesser Whitethroat
Chiffchaff
Isabelline Shrike

Departure (1993)

Apr 6, Ramtha lagoon
Mar 28, Zabeel ponds
May 1, Abu al Abyadh
Mar 8, Zabeel ponds
Mar 8, Emirates golf course
Apr 24, Zabeel ponds
Mar 6, Ramtha lagoons
Mar 4, Al Ghar lake
May 6, Bu Tina shoals
May 21, Hamraniyah
Apr 28, Al Wathba fields
Apr 3, Wadi Shih
May 28, Hamraniyah
Feb 21, Zabeel ponds
Mar 23, Das Island
Apr 30, Khor Dubai
Apr 3, Kalba pools
Apr 6, Ramtha tip
Apr 19, Emirates golf course
Mar 21, Zabeel ponds
May 5, Al Ghar lake
Jun 7, Emirates golf course
Apr 28, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 24, Das Island
Mar 9, Abu al Abyadh
Mar 29, Al Habab
Apr 24, Das Island
Mar 14, Al Wathba
May 3, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 15, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 6, Ramtha tip
May 9, Qarnayn Island
Apr 23, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 16, Das Island
Apr 18, Das Island
Mar 31, Yasat Island
Apr 24, Das Island
Apr 17, Das Island
Mar 30, Das Island
Feb 26, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 17, Das Island
Mar 27, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 8, Ghaghah Island
Apr 18, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 28 (location unknown)
Jun 4, Das Island

Amival (1993)

Sep 8, Al Ghar lake

Oct 9, Murawah Is,

Oct 20, Abu Dhabj city
Oct 23, Zabeel ponds
Nov 14, Ruwais

Oct 23, Zabeel ponds
Sep 9, Ramtha lagoons
Nov 1, Emirates golf course
Sep 9 (location unknown)
Sep 9, Al Habab

Sep 7 (location unknown)
Sep 2 (location unknown)
Oct 28, Al Ain

Oct 27, Zabeel

Sep 21, Das Island

Aug 22, Khor Dubai

Aug 1, Al Wathba sewage
Aug 13, Ramtha

Aug 25, Emirates golf course
Jul 7, Ramtha tip

Jul 30, Ramtha tip

Aug 20, Al Wathba/Abu al Abyadh

Aug 23, Wadi Ghayl

Aug 20 (location unknown)
Sep 12, Abu al Abyadh
Sep 18, Al Ain camel track
Aug 1, Abu al Abyadh
Oct 14, Al Habab

Oct 8, Al Wathba

Oct 15, Al Wathba sewage
Aug 13, Ramtha tip

Sep 11, Das Island

Sep 30, Abu Dhabi city
Oct 4, Das Island

Oct 20, Baynunah

Sep 10, Al Wathba fields
Jul 27, Das Island

Sep 12, Abu al Abyadh
Sep 17, Madam plain

Oct 24, Ras al Khaimah
Sep 24, Das Island

Oct 28, Jebel Ali hotel
Aug 25, Das Island

Sep 2, Das Island

Oct 14 (location unknown)
Aug 13, Abu al Abyadh
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SPRING MIGRANTS

Garganey
Lesser Kestrel

Cuckoo

European Nightjar
Common Swift
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
European Bee-eater
European Roller
Hoopoe

House Martin

Tree Pipit

Rufous Bush Chat
Nightingale
White-throated Robin
Redstart

Whinchat

Northern Wheatear
Pied Wheatear
Black-eared Wheatear
Rock Thrush

Sedge Warbler

Marsh Warbler

Reed Warbler (passage birds)
Upcher’s Warbler
Barred Warbler
Common Whitethroat
Blackcap

Willow Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Pale Rock Sparrow
Ortolan Bunting

AUTUMN MIGRANTS

Hobby

Collared Pratincole
Red-necked Phalarope
European Nightjar
European Bee-eater
European Roller
Short-toed Lark

Sand Martin

Tree Pipit

Grey Wagtail
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First reported

Feb 12, location unknown
Feb 26, Dibba

Feb 28, Dibba

Apr 27, Dubai

Feb 28, location unknown
Mar 15, Khor Kalba

Mar 18, Das Island

Mar 30, Das Island

Jan 26

Feb 24, Abu al Abyadh
Mar 8

Mar 25, Murawah Island
Mar 12, Bateen wood

Mar 25, Abu al Abyadh/Das
Feb 4, Das Is.

Mar 24, Abu al Abyadh
Jan 15, Emirates golf course
Feb 4, Das Island

Mar 11, Abu al Abyadh
Feb 23, Abu al Abyadh
Mar 26, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 28, Zabeel ponds
Mar 26, Das Island

Mar 15, Masafi

Apr 6, Ghaghah Island
Feb 8, Zabeel garden

Mar 16

Mar 24, Murawah Island
Mar 29, Das Island

Apr 14, Emirates golf club
Mar 26, Das Island

Feb 6, Das Island

Mar 2, Abu al Abyadh
Mar 18, Emirates golf course

First seen

Sep 10, Das Island

Jul 29, Al Wathba

Aug 20 Al Wathba/Abyadh
Sep 10, Zabeel ponds

Aug 19, Das Island

Jul 8, Das Island

Aug 20

Aug 19, Ramtha tip

Sep 4, Emirates golf course
Sep 11, Das Island

Last reported

Apr 8, location unknown
May 6, Bu Tinah

Apr 19, Emirates golf course
May 17, Das Island

May 20, Ain al Faydah
Jun 12, Das Island

Apr 16, Al Wathba

May 11, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 6

Apr 5, Ain al Faydah
Apr 26

May 12, Abu al Abyadh
May 13, Bateen wood
May 1, Bu Hasa .
May 6, Abu al Abyadh
May 11, Das Is.

May 3, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 28, Abu al Abyadh
Apr 14, Abu al Abyadh
May 10, Bateen Wood
Jun 9, Das Island

Jun 6, Das Island

Apr 30, Abu al Abyadh
May 19, Khor al Beidah
May S, Al Wathba

May 9, Qarnayn Island
May 10

May 21, Murawah

May 21, Abu Dhabi
May 13, Das Island

Jun 2, Das Island

Apr 16, Al Wathba/Abu al Abyadh
May 1, Abu Dhabi race course
May 1, Abu al Abyadh

Last seen

Oct 9, Jebel Ali hotel

Oct 11, Al Ain camel track
Oct 8, Al Ghar lake

Nov 6, Al Ain

Nov 2, Al Hamdiya

Nov 17, Al Wathba

Nov 19, Das Island

Nov 8, Al Wathba

Nov 25, Abu Dhabi

Nov 30, Das Island
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Northern Wheatear
Upcher’s Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher
Red-breasted Fiycatcher
Golden Oriole

Lesser Grey Shrike
Rose-coloured Starling
Common Rosefinch
Black-headed Bunting

Aug 23, Abu al Abyadh i
Aug 4, Bateen wooz 82: ff,, }Ei;?r:&;f:;f coumse
Aug 23 Nov 5
20! t;,s Jebel Ali hotel Nov 19, Das Islang
ug 25, Abu al Abyadh Nov
Aug 22, Das Islan:y Oct 81,8;\1MAUIS: zz)glirc:ciardem
Aug 7, Das Island Oct 16, Abu al Abyadh
Sep 8, Jebel Dhanna Nov 3, Al Wathba
Aug 1, Das Island Sep 24, Das Island

SUMMER VISITORS

Earliest arrival Latest departure

Little Ringed Plove
Bridled Tern

Turtle Dove

Rufous Bush Chat
Yellow-throated Sparrow

Jan 15, Ramtha tip

Mar 27, Sir Bani Yas Island
Apr 4, Hamraniyah

Mar 25, Murawah Island
Mar 28, Das Island

Nov 5, Ramtha

Oct 20, Dibba

Sep 18, Das Island
Nov 12, Bateen Wood
Oct 10, Das Island

Recent decisions by the Committee

Here follows some assessments made by th,
i Bl Setem y the EBRC on 1992/4 reports. 1993 reports are listed

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
(CRichardseny o cecepron 2D . One at Ramtha lagoon from 31 January 1994
Bewick’s Swan Cygnus bewicki. Two at Nadd al Shiba golf course, Dubai for several weeks from

25 January 1994 (four reported b i
four Y club staff fi i
accepted as the 1st record. (See Plate 14), FOm mid December 1993) (C-RJChardSOD) e

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons. Four near Eastern Lagoon, Abu Dhabi from 5 November

1993 to late January 1994 i
i ry (E.leschfeld/S.James/R.Quested et al) was accepted as the 5th

Cr L
Dezt;dbel-rlt)lt;;yz Bl;;mrd .Pemls ptzlorhyncl?us. One over Hamraniyah fields, Ras al Khaimah 16
(M.Saarinen, T.Tuomenoja) was accepted as the 1st record. (See Plate 13).

1994 was accepted as the 5th record (E.Hirschf;

‘ . eld).
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus A male was seen at the to
(M.A.Hardwick/J.R Binstead et al)

Common Crane Grus . One at Fujej i i
s the o e G &rus. One at Fujeirah Dairy Farm, Dibba 8 February 1994 (E.Hirschfeld)
Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni A single bird present on Kalba beach from 29

December 1993 (NSR) was identified as this specj
cies on 4 J i
confirmed from photographs as the 3rd record. ’ ey 1994 (B Hirsehfeld), and

Little Pratincole Glareola lactea. One at the Nadd al Shiba

p of Jebel Hafit 27 March 1994

"n“kal Stmt Cﬂhd’u ’u”collls Oﬂe at Dh y .
Red ab] ah 9 SEPlember 1994 (E !ilISCh[eld) was
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White-eyed Gull Larus leucophthalmus One adult at Khor Kalba 9 May 1994 (S.Aspinall/-
C.Gladwin), was accepted as the 1st record. (See Plate 10).

Black Tern Chlidonias niger. One seen off Kalba beach 29-30 January 1994 was accepted as the

3rd record (S.James). ‘
Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris Two off Ras Dibba from 14 September 1994 (E,Hirschfeld)

was accepted as the 1st record.
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus. One at the Zabeel fish ponds on 2 January 1994
(J.Dierschke/C.Richardson et al) was accepted as the 5th record.
Little Swift Apus affinis 2 over Hamraniyah fields on 3 March 1994 (C.Richardson/-
V.Dierschke/W.Waanders) were accepted as the 7th record.
Small Skylark Alauda orientalis One at Al Ain Camel race track on 1 February 1994 was
accepted (S.James). 3 at Fujeirah Dairy Farm, Dibba (Wam farm) on 4 January 1994 were
accepted (E.Hirschfeld). 2 at Al Wathba camel track 24 March 1994 were accepted
(E.Hirschfeld).
Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewski 5 at Al Wathba camel race track 13 February 1994
(E.Hirschfeld/S.James) was accepted as the 5th record. 2 at Al Wathba camel race track on 29
March 1994 were accepted (Mark Hardwick et al) - presumed same birds as seen on 13
February 1994 by EH/SJ, 5th record. 3 at Fujeirah Dairy Farm, Dibba (Wam farm) 27 March
1994 (E.Hirschfeld) were accepted as the 6th record.
Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni. One at the Emirates golf course 8 May 1994
(C.Richardson) was accepted as the 12th record.
Eversmann’s Redstart Phoenicurus erythronotus. One male on Khalidiyah spit 14-18 February
1994 (E.Hirschfeld) was accepted as the 15th record.
Pied Stonechat Saxicola caprata A male at the Emirates golf course 6 May 1994
(C.Richardson) was accepted as the 1st record. (See Plate 12).
Finsch’s Wheatear Oenanthe finschii One male at Al Wathba camel race track 25 March 1994
(C.Richardson/J.K.Bannon/P.Edwardes) was accepted.
River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis One at Murawah Island 29 August 1994 (T.Stawarczyk)
was accepted as the 1st record. (See Plate 11).
Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon One at Ain al Faydah reed bed on 2
February 1994 (S.James) was accepted as the 6th record.
Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum One caught, ringed and photographed at
Zabeel water treatment plant on 5 May 1994 (E.Hirschfeld/C.Richardson) was accepted as the

1st UAE record.

=
an Olive-backed Pipit at the Emirates golf course
on 8th May was a very rare spring record
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New species reported 1990-1994

Since publication of the definitive checklist for the country j ]

. . 1y in The Birds of the Uni;
Emirates (chha'lrdson 1990) a total of 33 new species have been added to {;e UAE ;{iﬂ:tb
Howev?r followmg. review by the EBRC, 4 species have been removed from the list. A reviseci
Checklist of the Birds of the UAE is currently under preparation, detailing aj changes

The new species recorded and accepted by the records committee up to November 1994 are as

follows:

Species

Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
Little Crake Porzang parva

First seen

2 at Nadd al Sheba from 25.1.94 (CRichardson)
One RAK 16.12.92 (M.Saarinen/I‘.Tuomenoja)
One Safa Park, Dubai from 2.10.90 (M.Pitt)

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus One Ramtha tip from 12.11.92 (C.Richardson)

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum
Kittlitz’s Plover Charadrius pecuarius

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta
White-eyed Gull Larus leucopthalmus
Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini

Black Tern Chlidonias niger

Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris

Black-bellied Sandgrouse Prerocles orientalis
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala
Bar-tailed Desert Lark Ammomanes cincturus
Small Skylark Alauda gulgula

Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewski

Black Bush Robin Cercorrichas podobe

Pied Stonechat Saxicola caprata

Cetti’s Warbler Cettia certi

River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochilides
Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi
Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus

Wattled Starling Creatophora cineracea
Dead Sea Sparrow Passer moabiticus
White-capped Bunting Emberiza stewarti
Red-headed Bunting Emberiza brunniceps

OneEmiratesgolf course 23.11.92 (CRichardson)
One Murawah Island 10.9.94 (M.Skakuj)

One Al Wathba from 30.10.93 (E.Hirschfeld)
One Dhabiyah 9.9.94 (EHirschfeld et al)

One Ramtha tip 14.9.90 (M.Pitt)

One Khor Kalba 9.5.94 (S.Aspinall)

One Ramtha tip 24.6.91 (S.Tumer/C.Richardson)
One Kalba beach 8.4.93 (R.Quested)

Two Ras Dibba from 14.9.94 (E-Hirschfeld er af)
6 at Abu al Abyadh 9.2.92 (R.P. Morris)

2 at Emirates GC 22.8.92 (AForsten/I‘.Numminen)
2 at Ramtha tip 30.11.90 (W.R.P. Bourne)

One Asab from 14.4.90 (L.Reaney)

8 Ruwais area from 29.10.91 (8.Baha El Din)

8 Ruwais area 18.11.91 (S.Baha El Din)

One Abu Dhabi from 12.10.93 (S.James)

One Emirates golf course 15.4.92 (C-Richardson)
One Emirates golf course 6.5.94 (C.Richardson)
One Ruwais reedbeds from 21.10.93 (S.Aspinall)
One Murawah Island 29.8.94 (T.Stawarczyk er al)
One Zabeel fish ponds 5.5.94 (E.Hirschfeld)
One Bateen wood, Abu Dhabj 17.4.93 (S.James)
OneEmirates golf course 19.10.92 (C.Richardson)
One Safa park, Dubai 19.10.90 (M.Pitt)

One Zabeel, Dubai 22.1.92 (C.Richardson)

4 on Das Island 21.1.92 (L.Reaney)

2 Emirates GC 5.11.92 (CRichardson/J.K Bannon)
One Asab 14.4.91 (L.Reaney)

As of November 1994, the UAE list stands at 389 wild species, Plus 11 feral breeding species.
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THE NATIONAL AVIAN RESEARCH CENTER'S

RINGING SCHEME 1993
Erik Hirschfeld

Background
After having spent the summer and early autumn ordering equipment and rings and

planning its' activities, the National Avian Research Center (NARC) commenced its ringing
fieldwork in October 1993. It was decided to target migrant bird species on which research
was being done in other parts of the world and where information from the UAE could con-
tribute to such research. This would focus on long-distance migrant birds where the chances
of recovery in other countries were large. A couple of trial catches were made on Abu Dhabi
island in early October before the rings arrived, although subsequently very few birds were

caught there (as most migrants occur in the UAE in February to May).
On 15th October ringing commenced at Al Wathba Prison, a site in the sand desert

40 km east of Abu Dhabi. The site* consisted of a small stream (sewage effluent from the
prison) ¢.150 m long and bordered by 5-25 meters of vegetation on each side, the vegetation a
mixture of reeds, grass and tamarisk. The stream flowed into an area of sabkha where it
mixed with saline water and formed small pools. It was a well-known bird-watching site and
often harboured ducks and waders (for example Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
which bred there) alongside various passerines. Occasionally, birds of prey such as Spar-
rowhawks Accipiter nisus, Marsh Harriers Circus aeruginosus, Pallid Harriers Circus
macrourus and Kestrels Falco tinnunculus visited the area. Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse
Pterocles exustus came from the desert to drink at the pools every momning. Advantages of
the site were that it was fairly undisturbed by casual visitors or hunters, and its small size

concentrated the birds.
The rings that were used bear the inscription "POB 45553 Abu Dhabi", in addition

to a number, (and recovered rings should be sent to that address).

*The site was destroyed in February 1994.

Coverage and methods
Twenty-two ringing sessions (Table 1) took place in autumn 1993 in mornings and

late afternoons (11 times each). EH was the main ringer assisted by Simon Aspinall, Steve
James, Catarina Hirschfeld, Rob Quested and Syed Ali Hasnain on various occasions.

The mist-nets were Japanese, especially made for catching passerines. The number
of nets erected depended on wind conditions and exposed nets were not erected on windy
days. The nets were found to be very efficient, although species like White Wagtails
Motacilla alba generally avoided them and Palm Doves Streptopelia senegalensis and larger
birds such as waders often rebounded out of them. The nets were kept in fixed places and
birds were extracted from them every 20 minutes during the hot hours and every 30 minutes
at other times. The nets were erected before dawn in the mornings and were left until after
dusk in the evenings. The hour each bird was extracted was noted.

A tape recorder with songs of Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta, Citrine Wagtail
Motacilla citreola and Bluethroat Luscinia svecica was also used but seemed most effective
in October and early November, while late November and December playbacks hardly
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resulted in any increase of trapped bi is wi i i
fosulte pped birds. This will be Investigated in more detail in the
Only known migrant species were rin i
' . : t ged. Each handled bird had it
ﬁen (wing, third primary, tail, tarsus and bill, and for some species otllerl;::lg'1 f,a o vy
corgleznt;/)l. Pil;om 24th Noc;llember when suitable scales arrived wei,ghts of birllso?:1 g
- Moult was not studied in detail but fat i , oo Te
recorded using o e died ut fat deposits for all newly caught passerines were

Results
A total of 153 individuals of 19 i i
. : species were ringed (Table 1). Several oth,
:1:;1 :;;a:)e ;I:I(:n c;a)t:)gvl: :11:1 IIl_;)t rmgsed, eg Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita (noerrisnp;;
: 3 3 ouse ow P j :
resident species and not on the ”prio:‘ityg?first). e dpmecicus (1 latir oo presumed
Several birds were retrapped. Noteworth
: . the many retrapped Bl
target species at Al Wathba, i individual . ored on s toc] s
et i Out of 49 ringed individuals 27 were retrapped on a total of 49
ringed on?tsht;r éittra&ped species included a Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago that was
rnged October and retrapped 9th November, a Great Reed Warbler Acrocephal;
& r;);na‘c;us nnggfi on 3rd November and retrapped Sth and 18th November and 5‘31 (;)Zs
Mn: r;l a.ter Plpl?S retrapped after 5, 13 and 13 days respectively, a Citrine W. ta'i
Clo acilla citreola ringed on 30th November and retrapped on 13th ]’)ecember and agtwl
amorous Reed Warblers Acrocephalus stentoreus retrapped after 17 and 30 days reo

spectively.

15 28 30 31 3 4

T ST e e e e o L T
Bluethroat 0 4 3 6 4 1 2 2 Z : c
Citrine Wagtail 1 0 1 2 2 0 1 2 0 2 (11
Meénétrie’'s Warbler 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Isabelline Shrike o] 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 :
Swallow 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 o] 0 ;
Great Reed Warbler 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 :
Clamorous Reed Warbler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o] 0 0 ;
Song Thrush Ofofofolo[o]o oo o ;
Richard's Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :
Blue-cheeked Bee-cater 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 (())
Common Snipe 2 3} 0 0 3} 0 0 1 0 0 0
Jack Snipe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Redshlfnk : 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Temminck's Stint 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Black-winged Stilt 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 s
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Teal 0 ]J]o] o o oo JoJo]o
Desert Warbler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Meadow Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 4 4 10 14 2 5 7 9 9 7
15 28 30 31 3 4 7 9 14 17 18
Oct | Oct | Oct | Oct | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov
21 24 25 30 2 5 13 14 23 24 30 Totals
Nov | Nov | Nov | Nov | Dec | Dec | Dec | Dec | Dec | Dec | Dec
Water Pipit 1 2 6 11 3 4 4 3 0 0 0 51
Bluethroat 2 5 2 2 2 1 1 0 1 2 1 49
Citrine Wagtail 0 1 1 2 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 18
Meénétrie's Warbler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3
Isabelline Shrike 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Swallow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Great Reed Warbler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 1
Clamorous Rd.Warbler 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 o] 2
Song Thrush 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Richard's Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Blue-ch. Bee-cater 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Common Snipe 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Jack Snipe 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Redshank 0 0 o] 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Temminck's Stint 0 0 0 1 0 [0} 1 1 0 0 0 4
Black-winged Stilt 0 0 0 [} 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Teal 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 o] 0 1
Desert Warbler 0 Q 0 0 0 0 o] 0 0 0 1 1
Meadow Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
3 7 10 20 6 6 10 5 1 5 3 153

Table 1. Total numbers of ringed species October-December 1993

Discussion

The following is based on a short-term ringing study which produced a limited
sample of data. It is intended to publish full details in the future, although in some cases only
after several years of ringing. This section should be treated with some caution, and
references to it should make clear that these findings are preliminary. A large amount of
information relating to biometrics has been gathered and will be compiled at a later stage to
facilitate identifications of species and subspecies in the future.

The most common ringed species was Water Pipit with a total of 51 individuals.
About 10 of them showed measurements distinct for the subspecies coutellii of western Asia,
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'?;t a number. of birds with much longer bill and tarsus measurements were also recorded
e subspecies blakistoni was certainly not trapped (having distinctly short tarsus

coute!l{'i). Water Pipit is a common winter visitor to the UAE and. iudes
surprisingly few retraps, was either still on migration in November/ﬁe{:frlsbu;% ofrroxirsx th‘:
faithful to the same wintering site throughout the winter. It is not S0 easy to age Water pj n'(t)
as for. Bluethroats and Citrine Wagtails but 21% were considered to be adults and ;1;10/5
Juveniles (n=48). The average fat scale for Water Pipit throughout the period was 1.2 (n=50 :
Morc_: Bluethroats were caught than expected. Biometric data show that B.luetIm)a)t.s,

Into the easily recognisable spring plumage. Six birds (all females) showed 1-2 mm shorter
wings than any subspecies mentioned in Svensson (1992) and could possibly belong to an
unmeasured population of pt:il(idogulan‘s Or an eastern subspecies. Over half of the
, indicating that ite i interi
area and as a staging post for migratingg Bluet}tflr(:)astlst.e s v both a5 @ permanent Hintering
67% o_f all Bluethroats were first winter birds and 33% adults. Females dominated
among young birds with 58% compared to 42% for first-winter males (n=33) while males
dominated shghtly among adults: 56% compared to 44% (n=16). The figures for retrapped
presumabl)! wintering, birds showed 66% young birds and 34% adult birds (n=27) stayilx)lpei:;
the area with 50% males and 50% females among first-winter birds (n=18) and 56% mfles

d;uzmg_the winter. Noteworthy were the high average fat scores for migrant Citrine Wagtails
(3.2,n=17) Compared to Bluetl}roats and Water Pipits (see above), supporting that these birds
were prep;r;trlllg t(g)lfontmue their migration after only a brief stop at Al Wathba
ough waders were not targeted, small numbers were tr d T
. [ s ble 1). Most
were trapped in the morning before the sunlight ey son
10t Getom e o O ight became too strong, as they supposedly could
Several rare birds were recorded at the ringing si i
ging site during the autumn. Most note-
worthy'of {hese were the UAE's first Golden Plover Plyvialis apricaria (see page XX), the
countrys. sixth Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta, Siskin Carduyelis spinus, a male
Hypocolius Hypocolius ampelinus and several Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura.
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Postscript
The water supply at Al Wathba was suddenly cut off in mid December and by early

February 1994 the site had been destroyed, apparently to give way for a road. This is espe-
cially unfortunate as the studies of the wintering population of Bluethroats could have proved
very interesting. There are presently no known sites in Abu Dhabi holding wintering
Bluethroats which are suitable for mist-netting. Additional sites for migrant passerines on
Abu Dhabi island and possibly also on other Gulf islands were utilised in February to May
1994. In spring Marsh Warblers were targeted, as major studies of their migration are
underway on three continents and information from Abu Dhabi could prove useful in
understanding their migration strategies. Tern and gull chicks were ringed during the summer
and a major wader ringing excercise took place from August to October.

References
Svensson, L. 1992. Identification guide to European passerines. Stockholm.

Erik Hirschfeld, Sédra Forstadsgatan 62, S-211 43 Malmo, Sweden
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SPRING MIGRATION OF LESSER KESTREL Falco naumanni
THROUGH THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

AND NORTHERN OMAN IN 1994,
Simon Aspinall

Summary

Without any adjustment for turnover, a minimum of 350-450 Lesser
Kestrels passed northwards through the United Arab Emirates and
Northern Oman in late March and April 1994.

INTRODUCTION
Following the fortuitous discovery of a passage of Lesser Kestrels along the west

side of the Hajar Mountains in spring 1993 (EBRI7:47-48) an increased effort was made in
March/April 1994 to try and establish the timing and true scale of this movement through the
United Arab Emirates. Many observers were primed to keep a sharp look-out skyward from
the last week of March until mid-April. Sites where Lesser Kestrels have been seen in
previous years were visited on several occasions and some semblance of coordination was
achieved throughout the northern UAE. Apart from the pre-determined stations, several
observers explored elsewhere or made opportunistic observations in other areas. This
included the Omani Musandam for three days in April. Only on one occasion was a flock
actually seen on the move migrating northward (as described below). Otherwise all records
were of individuals and flocks feeding in fixed localities (fodder fields & acacia savannah).
The extra observer effort this year revealed greater numbers than in_any previous year and
also showed birds probably staying longer than is usual in particularly good feeding places.
There was no way to assess any turnover that may have occurred.
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COUNTS

made here before the 10th. or after the 12th April.

in the lasp}:“l"mg;gzr;' llr\ld:safg'ln inl: 9;'1 ctlosely matched that of 1993 when flocks were seen
opportunistic compared to (1. yonr st week of April, although observations then were

GENERAL COMMENTS

Weather

The weather was fine throughou i
‘ ) 1er W t the period of i igrati i i
wind strength and direction (light to fresh, backixll)g betw(:eeltlh I?I\?/D I;LngEl';llgratlon I variable

Prey and foraging method
In the My i .
caught up ity ﬂﬁ:s;x;gzz ax:d Iierhaps also in UAE a few Kestrels Falco tinnunculus were
montzing, ien ent, a Fhough Some may have been resident pairs breeding in the
. Testingly these birds foraged in exactly the same manner as thegLesse
r
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Kestrels. This was by hovering at no more than 10 metres above the ground and dropping
onto prey (catching it with either the feet or beak), perching on low Hammada bushes (less
than 1 metre) and doing likewise or even standing on the ground and running forward to grab
prey with the beak. Several prey items were taken, none being specifically identified but
included orthoptera and the adults or larvae of other insects. The abundance of invertebrate
prey may mean Kestrels just join in the bonanza, but the apparent lack of potential diurnal
vertebrate prey, particularly small rodents, may result in a typically lesser kestrel feeding
strategy being adopted and also go part way to explaining the small size of their local
breeding population. At Digdaga/Hamraniya at least part of the prey was formed by the
larvae of Convolvulus Hawk-moth Agrius convolvuli, whereas at Al Madam the Migratory
Locust Locusta migratoria appeared the most important item (Richardson pers.comm.). The
latter were also seen taken by birds at Al Ain camel track (as they were here by Pallid
Harriers Circus macrourus in the 1993/94 winter and by White Storks Ciconia ciconia in

autumn 1993).

DATE/SITE
AL AIN
AL MADAM
DIGDAGA
SCHWAIB
AL WATHBA
SWEIHAN
DAS ISLAND
AL HABAB
BIDA ZAYED
BIDIYAH
ABU DHABI
g KHASAB
RAWDAH
SOHAR
A’ NAJD

o

B FUJ. DAIRY FARM

c

1984
3-4 Mar
17-Mar 4
20-Mar 1
22-Mar 10
24-Mar
25-Mar 39
27-Mar 20
29-Mar 0 27
30-Mar 1
31-Mar 25
01-Apr 12 50
04-Apr 1
05-Apr 14
07-Apr 36
9-11 Apr
10-Apr 14 34 22
11-Apr
12-Apr 75
12-Apr 22 40 4or5
14-Apr
14-Apr
15-Apr
19-Apr 3 7
Table 1. Spring 1994 records of Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni in the UAE and northern Oman.
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Active migration

The single observati igrati i
Halaa Ra on of migrating birds, referred to earli Wadi
descdbmg“;ndalorle(ﬁ'tﬁtlfyRaw"dat? bowl' at 25 SIN. 56 16E) in the Mfsr;n‘c:,::snn;::ie 2 artdlh
- - This site is a wide and extremely flat i e
. gravel wadi bed carpetteq w;
with

suitable feeding site for Lesser Kestrels i
o : ‘ north of Dibba. The
- v:du;i {grf::grtflllszh Imirants as would Khawr A' Najd near Kh:Is::. I?fu;:rclizo;esi?;wely
contings oo 1 dZ A:I(l) : ggﬁ the prospect of climbing back up to 7000’ (2134m) in o?demzo
o and gt sava'nna o on 11th April 1994 a flock of 76 Lesser Kestrels were fe drin0
feeding ooy b spiral?' wdah but.at 0855h a single group of 64 birds sudden] cza 3
direction. Ths om, P Ing upward without flapping and drifted away in a north-Zve tsed
located and ek 25 :;llv[l)s'lble to the naked eye within two minutes and could n? T
appared & b, tl“;le . mnoculars for a further minute or so. By then they ery cti)e
they may not need to over thg:;sltlitr?fs\;vg:h :ty t;an e 'thjs o — o ﬂl::gl)ll
why so few actively migrating flocks are reco:dzlé?u;mu:tnhselfgzgxa;r;ﬁizhgﬂl? sthne?gl 'explzlin
: S is only

Identiﬁca‘g;n of female Lesser Kestrels
en it i
It was noticed that one or more Kestrels were associating with the

Further records of Lesser Ke:

author. strels from Oman in spring would be most welcomed by the

Simon Aspinall, NARC, P.O. Box 9903, Sweihan, Aby Dhabi, UAE
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ON THE STATUS OF BOOTED WARBLER Hippolais caligata

IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Erik Hirschfeld

Introduction

One of the few known breeding sites of Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata rama

K.h T
alSO k."own as S keS BOOted Wa.lbler) on the Al'ablan n]llsula 1s at 0! Ka ba on tlle
East CoaSt Of the UIll'ted AIab EIIIII' ates u- 1 the Shallall Dependallcy Of Kalba (R.lChaIdSOII

. e art
1990). Its occurrence in Kalba has been known since 1971.(F. E. Wg:r mnétstt.s)hgx:tt, ::per
from .mention in bird reports, very little has been published on it.

i ions from
ummarises the occurrence of the species in the UAE and contains some observations
S .
its known breeding site at Kalba.
D ARAB EMIRATES 1

the regron and 4
3 iftended only as a disgramalic guide Lo B
:nmum:wmmn boundanes of relalive imponance of locations shown

. ARABIAN .
GULFGZr i

NORTHERN
/ OMAN

SULTANATE
:' OF
) OMAN

: : .
A map of the United Arab Emirates - note the location of Khor Kalba and the Batinah coas!

e m | N
Identlﬁca];?:te’:im\i)vt:rﬁ:ro isygenerally considered to consist of two sub-species: the more

1 d
J the latter often called Syke's Boote
inat ligata and the southemm rama, :
nWo;gll)Tgrl Ilsoglr:::laait;?)r’sg award them specific status while others curznc}tlly dt;zit(;l;(;x;l) z:;
l i ion in Dement'ev a
i sson 1992). There is even a mentlon. in ‘ ( '
zﬁts);g:tcelzsh(;tiifl‘i,:i?lg between rama and the race of Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida

elaeica in the overlap zone of their occurrence (Osborn 1993).
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The two sub-species differ markedly in structure and, less markedly, in song with
rama being morphologically more similar to Olivaceous Warbler than to Booted. My own
few observations from Pakistan suggest that there might be differences in wintering habitat
as well. During a trip in 1988 we saw the nominate subspecies in desert or semi-desert, often
clinging to the lower parts of small bushes or trees, while rama occurred high up in the
canopy in more well-wooded areas, often close to canals. A migrant bird could of course turn
up in any kind of habitat and the cited observations were based on no more than §
individuals. Roberts (1992) does not distinguish between the sub-species' habitat preferences
but confirms that all favour thick cover, near water.

The songs, although structurally similar, differ quite markedly from one another.
Nominate Booted Warbler sings with a liquid, warbling song while the song of rama is more
rasping and approaches Olivaceous Warbler in quality. The length and variation of the song
is however much greater for rama. For good recordings of the nominate subspecies see Mild
(1987).

Much has recently been discussed on the field identification of Booted Warblers,
especially after the vagrant records of a presumed Syke's Booted Warbler in the Shetlands
and another in Sweden in autumn 1993 (Osborn 1993) highlighted the unclear taxonomy of
Booted Warblers among European birders. Neither of these two records have been accepted
by the respective national Rarities Committees yet. Apparently, it is very difficult to separate
even handheld rama from Olivaceous Warbler. I'shall not repeat here what has already been
published on identification features (see instead Svensson ( 1992) and Osbomn (1993)), but
can only add that the mention of Booted Warblers having darker feet, contrasting with paler
legs than Olivaceous Warblers (Hollom er al. 1988) is a good character to distinguish rama
Booted Warblers in the UAE from the locally breeding subspecies (probably pallida
(Hirschfeld in prep.)) and migrant subspecies (elaeica) of Olivaceous Warblers. [ have
checked this character on fifteen Booted Warblers of the subspecies rama and one of the
subspecies caligata in the field and ¢.25 Olivaceous Warblers in the hand and c.75 in the
field and it has always been consistent.

Distribution

The subspecies rama breeds from south central Asia to westemn Sinkiang while the
nominate caligata breeds from €astern-most Europe to Sinkiang in the east. The two
subspecies meet in a secondary hybridization zone in south central Siberia, Mongolia and
China and this population is sometimes described as annectens (Cramp et al. 1992). The
subspecies caligata winters in the northemn part of peninsular India and rama is said to
winter in Arabia (Cramp 1992, but see below) and India to Sri Lanka (Williamson 1976). It
is quite widespread in Iran, breeding adjacent to the coast only in the northern Gulf delta
region (Birds of Iran, 1973), where it arrives from early April and departs from early
September. Breeding takes place from mid May to early July sometimes in colonies (Hte &
Etchécopar 1970).

In Arabia the species has only been confirmed breeding in Khor Kalba on the East
Coast of the Emirates (see map). Gallagher & Woodcock (1980) mention breeding Booted
Warblers in the Batinah, north coastal Oman, based on singing birds in mangroves at Shinas
and Liwa creeks in 1977 and 1980 (M. Gallagher pers. comm) but there are no definite
records indicating breeding since then (J. Eriksen and M. Gallagher pers. comm.).
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Olivaceous Warbler H. pallida is a locally common breeder in some wooded parks

in the UAE and is sometimes recorded in winter, at least in Abu Dhabi.

Occurrence in the United Arab Emirates
Because of the great similarity in structure between nominate and rama Booted

Warblers and the lack of mention of this in field guides, the species have apparently been
misidentified even at the breeding site in Khor Kalba. Reports of singing Olivaceous
Warblers at Khor Kalba in December and January are in fact more likely to have been early
arriving Syke's Booted Warblers on their breeding grounds. This author knows of at least one
case of experienced and well-travelled European bird-watchers having been uncertain over
the identity of singing March Hippolais in Kalba. This adds to the difficulty of interpreting
the status of the species in the UAE, and the following paragraphs are based on my own
interpretations of UAE records and those supplied by Mrs. F. E. Warr (pers. comm.)

12 _
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Figure 1. All records of Booted Warblers in the UAE (excluding Khor Kalba) 1987-1993.
Figure 1. shows the monthly distribution of all records claimed as certain by
observers from outside Khor Kalba. The main passage months are obviously April and May

in spring and October in autumn with few records in other months.
At Khor Kalba the species has been reliably recorded from February to June, with

one record each in October (of a bird showing characters of nominate caligata, personal

observation), November and December (of unknown subspecies).
There are previous records of singing "Olivaceous Warblers" in mangroves in Abu

Dhabi (S. James pers. comm.), and with the observation of a group of 5 singing Booted
Warblers in fairly young mangroves at the Police Club, Abu Dhabi, in April 1994 (R.J.
Hornby pers. comm.) the possibility arises that these reports actually could refer to Syke's
Booted Warblers on migration rather than to Olivaceous Warblers. Another interesting
observation, although indicated as uncertain as to the species, is of ¢.50 in Sharjah in May

1973 (M. Gallagher pers comm.).

The Khor Kalba population
Booted Warblers have been recorded at Khor Kalba between the 21st February and

4th December and song from these birds has been recorded from 21st February to 14th June.
Other indications of breeding were one feeding a young bird on 29th April 1991 (Emirates
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Bird :
( l)z:rsolrigzlao:tt).se.:;ngnd a male and a female carrying nesting material on 2nd May 1994
Cdene vinirva on). Observer coverage at Kalba is quite irregular however, with most
conrcton oy Bcg>o : efl \SJVlte from Marc.h to April and October to November, but this author's
They ace thet out, k!:lrblers there in June, July and August 1993 were completely fruitless
o ither skulking s11.ently in the mangroves or absent from the site. .
makes the :ﬁ)nns 31994 I studied the Khor Kalba Booted Warblers in more detail. What
world. Cramp ei: allr ;1 lglggus are that they occur in mangroves, unlike anywhere else in the
; al. 0 not mention this habitat for the species, but perhaps
f:ﬁﬁl:ﬁep:pulfitmns of rama (in for example the under-watched coast of BalEZhjstan (t)‘rﬂc:xe;
e ﬂlp;lm;rsel;:; n:t&t:een rret;:lorded breeding yet) regularly breed in this kind of habitat
€d the northern-most part of the mangroves which i :
young trees (¢.3 metres tall and estimated at 20 N el sty
v ] -at ¢.20 years of age) but have also occasi
en foung m.the older, more maturg trees in the northern end (S. Aspinall pers. comm.())nally
males wers l}l:::sge rl:t'e 1:4ha{cl1t 1994 six males held territories in the mangroves and the .;,ame
In therr territories on a visit in early May the same
Was accompanied by, what was presumed to be i e ol o ale
. : : Oy, W / 0 be, a female in March, while all si
((:)‘ 3s(;zrl\;leec: el;ls pz:)llr‘: \Inl'(l)ﬂlc;;lse:st lt)):gs accomplanymg them in May. Each territory had a r;);ilze;i'
S, 0 : cen males were observed when the i
other's territories. The singin, Y s e
€rs ten . g would take place from the top of a bush
easily visible and singing bi owing appronsies . male was
sy ging birds were remarkably tame, allowing approaches down to 10
The only breeding activity, a i itori
vity, apart from holding territories, that was obse, d i
Ih::t);é 39194 ;vhen a male and a silent bird (presumed to be a female) were seen car:ri'in‘gajelslz
o ortal :nthe(sc&:::;(n;g(liy) lt?tt)hklng for a nesting site at low level in some 50 cm high mangrove
: 1de of the mangroves. They were howeve i
material anywhore, poocion &, _ T never seen to deposit the nest
nesting boy. po! y because the observer inadvertently placed a loudspeaker in their

Summary
Both subspecies of Booted Warblers i
: Speci 300 occur in the UAE. J
needs further mvestlggtlon, but it is believed to be a scarce migrant visE:' let::rlﬂls ('1);::: o
there rron’f’l'; SIUbS{)eP(‘H;S rama breeds in a colony in mangroves in Khor Kalba azd is prl::erxtt
‘ east I'ebruary to June, possibly already from D i
winter in small numbers in Arabia (Cram; 4 j ec_embef- e s
in . p et al. 1992) but, judging from th i
zl:s(:ve} xsbmore of a winter vagrant or, possibly, an early arriving lg>reeding :p::iseesrvz“t)lrlls
SUbSo Arabia, the only published, reliable, winter record is one in December (ur'ﬂmowr?
s t;:;;::;s;tu;( aO]g;an an(dOZ]';"; fBgd List ed. 4). In spring 1994 at least 6 males were holding
Ol them were seen together with silent birds
been fema;;s. l?ne: case of bl.rds carrying nesting material was observed. - presumedto have
Cramp et e( ; ;lg);t o;' brfeefimg in mangroves in Kalba is unique for the species according to
ramp et . . ) but it is not unl.lkely that nearer populations of the species, for example
erwatched parts of Baluchistan or even in northern Oman, might do so’as well ’
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Appendix
All certain observations of Booted Warblers in the UAE

1971 One collected and noted as "quite common and in song" Khor Kalba 24.3.

1977 One Abu Dhabi 7.5.

1978 At least 20 Khor Kalba 24-25.3 and 20.4; up to 4 Khor Kalba 3-5.9; 2 Khor Fakkan 4.9.

1987 One Saffa park, Dubai 14.8.

1988 2 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 15.4; 1 Emirates Golf Course, Dubai 26.4; 1 Saffa park, Dubai 26.4;
"several” Masafi hills 6.5; 4 Khor Kalba 6.5; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 2.10; 1 Emirates Golf Course 13.10;
2 Mushrif Palace Gardens, Abu Dhabi 14.10; 1 Khalifa street park, Abu Dhabi 24.10

1989 2 Saffa park, Dubai 7.4; 1 Jebel Ali Hotel 9.4; at least 4 Qameyn island 21-22.4; 1 Rugheilat farm
19.5; one Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 21.5; 2 Saffa park, Dubai 18.8

1990 One Saffa park, Dubai 8.2; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 2.3; 5 Khor Kalba 1.3-19.4, 1 still singing there
14.6; 1 Zabeel fish farm, Dubai 14.5; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 15.5; 2 Dubai 11.10; 1 Khor Kalba 9.11
1991 Up to 10 birds Khor Kalba 21.2-29.4; 1 Zabeel fish farm 18.4; 1 Sir Bani Yas island 3.5; 1 Abu Al
Abyadh 6.5

1992 At least 10 Khor Kalba 12.3-12.6; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 15.9; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 2.10;
1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 30.10; 1 Khor Kalba 4.12; 1 Bateen wood, Abu Dhabi 10.12

1993 One resembling caligata Khor Kalba 14.10
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FIRST CONFIRMED BREEDING OF
CREAM-COLOURED COURSER IN

'I.'HE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES.
Simon Aspinall, Jaime Samour & Judith Howlett

Summary

Cream-coloured Courser has Jon ing i i
g been suspected of breeding in the United Arab Emirat but i
Zri:,ggsdh;lve never been f9und. However, following the observation of courtship display“,at Sw:;;\:ncﬁ:‘:::“zjt
and the subsequept <':Ixscoveyy of 2-week old young, it must only be a matter of time, and hopefull
season, before a nest site is located and further nesting details are obtained. i i

Being a desert, semi-desert and ste specialist
Cursqﬁus cursor is an unusual wader. It is wideggieacri)zccross Nfih(m{xﬂzdmgiomaﬁr
of As!a and often relatively numerous. It exhibits little known and poorly’ understood N stS
breeding movements. Adults are often found accompanied by recently fledged juveniles aﬁzn ,
the Gulf coast of the United Arab Emirates as early as the beginning of April, or more oﬁergl

Jjuveniles may congregat i . 4
May 1993, Y congregate, eg approximately 100 were at Khor al Beidah, Umm al Quwain in

Numerous sightings of coursers were made here into i i
(2)1&1 thIZ/Iarch that any evidepce of breeding activity other than sirlngpglz B?ésgnzfiyzgto%n:;iie
on s tgate at 17.50h a single bird Wwas seen giving a brief aerial display. It is apparentl);
ways thus and ‘poorly developed,, certainly compared to other species of wader, and rarel
witnessed. Tl‘1e‘ c!lsplay .]a.sted barely 20 seconds with the bird flying about 10 m’etres abov)e/
the gomd, Initially giving the 'wheck' call which had probably attracted the observer's
attention in the_ first plac?e. The call was not heard again or at least was not audible from the
dxs.tagce aF which the bird was being watched. Suddenly the bird went into a jinking and
metmg flight, reminiscent of the flight action used by several different waders as they come
into land or to join a roost. It is also similar to an evasive flight pattern taken, by Dunlin
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Calidris alpina or Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica for example, when an avian predator
is present. In this instance no predator was observed and any raptor is rare here so there is
confidence that this was a spontaneous display. The bird broke off the display, such as it-was,
and with wings depressed below the horizontal glided down to land out of sight. No other
individual was seen. Three adult birds remained in the immediate area into April but no
further display flights were seen. Breeding confirmation came unexpectedly after much early
morning and late evening searching when three colleagues, ostensibly spotlighting mammals
on the plain one night (25th April), caught sight first of an adult courser in the beam
followed closely by two chicks and a second adult. This was close to where the aerial display
was originally seen a month previously. The young were estimated to have been about two
weeks old, at half, or less, the size of the adults and flightless but precocial. At last breeding
was confirmed for the UAE. The young were able to fly by the 7th May at least.

The local topography south of Sweihan is one of table-flat plains separated by
regularly spaced high fossil dunes sitting on this sand and gravel basement. The vegetation of
the plain is a typically sparse admix of perennials, namely mainly Zygophyllum, the grass
Stipagrostis plumosa, Fagonia ovalifolia (also an annual) and Haloxylon salicornicum
(formerly Hammada elegans) with various annuals, such as Armebia hispidissima and
Plantago ciliata, present and sometimes locally abundant. The coursers were often found
feeding where camels have been present for a while, although since the latter get just about
everywhere this association may not be real. The coursers were also regularly found feeding
inside the NARC compound where grazing is now excluded.

Similar, but not identical, habitat to that found around Sweihan is present over a
large area between the Al Ain-Abu Dhabi and Al Ain-Dubai roads which might conceivably
host many breeding pairs of Cream-coloured Courser. Much of the rest of the desert areas of
the UAE may also be acceptable to them of course. Just so long as each ABBA square is
covered in the next two years !

A quick check in the other area where a trio had been seen earlier in the year,
revealed four adults and two fledged young on the 27th April and it is presumed that these
too were true Emirati, locally raised. These soon relocated to cultivations just on the northern
outskirts of Sweihan town.

Although both parent birds remain with their young the curious thing is that almost
without exception a third or even fourth adult is often found associating with the family
group. The mating and social system of coursers may be far more interesting than we realise.
An interesting study for someone to undertake.
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THE FIRST RECORDS
OF BLACK TERNS Chlidonias niger
IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Erik Hirschfeld and Rob Quested

' On Thursday the 8th April 1993, RQ, Dr. Penny Burton and Mrs. No
were c.ln‘vmg a}ong the beach at Khor Kalba and stoppedyto view a mixed ﬂoclxclaolf(’2 %zsrfsd
comprising mainly of White-cheeked Sterna repressa, Sandwich S. sandvicensis, and Lesse;
Cr(f.sted Terns S. bengalensis. The flock suddenly took off, and the black pl’umage of a
solitary tern was clearly visible. The flock was followed a further 300 metres along the beach
where the the bird could be studied closer and its identification as Black Tern Chlidon;'a;
niger was established.

On the afternoon of 14th October 1993, EH stopped 5 km north of Dadnah on the
ez.lst coast of the UAE to scrutinise a flock of ¢. 900 mixed Temns, mainly Common Sterna
hirundo and Little or Saunder's Little Terns Sterna albifrons/saundersi but with a few White-
cheeked among them. The whole flock suddenly took off, and FH noticed a tern with a dark
mark on thg side of the body just in front of the wing. The tem flock eventually settled on the
bt.:ach again, am.i the Black Tern was seen preening next to both Common and
Little/Saunder's Little Terns. It was rather aggressive towards the smaller terns, but did not

show any aggression towards Common Temn. The Black T i
minutes before EH left the beach. "o S, for ghont 30

Description
The April bird at Khor Kalba was an adult in summer plumage. Its si

th'an !:he acs:omp‘anying White-cheeked Terns. The body was blzck angd clc)nt.sr;zsete\;axsrlzrrrll(tlclifr
with its th;:e tgg, rgl;np and under-tail coverts and its sooty-grey wings. i

. e October bird was distinctly smaller than Common T i i
than L1tt1e/$aundel‘s Little Tern which were standing beside it. It wase I:n azlgltsgiigtg 3’151%:
plumage with a black crown, black extending down behind the eyes and on the nape
interrupted by a white wedge on the sides of the nape. The rest of the head was wth:e’
UPperparts were Jark grey, lacking any contrast between mantle and wings. The foldeci
wings were slightly paler on the central part than on the flight-feathers/lesser coverts. A dark
carpal bgr was visible. Rump, tail and back were con-colourous grey with a dark grey'smudge
exten'dnmg do_wp on the sides of the body in front of the folded wings, obviously visible when
the bird was sitting and the character that drew EH's attention to the bird in flight.

The head pattern, dark smudge in front of the wi i
arsh torme wing and grey tail exclude other
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Distribution
Black Tern breeds both in North America and Eurasia. The Eurasian breeding

population extends from western Europe to approximately longitude 80° E in Asia and spends
the winter in western Africa and along the River Nile, mainly in southern Egypt and Sudan.
Most of the migration seems to pass through the Mediterranean Sea, even the most eastern-
most breeding birds seem, from ringing recoveries, to use that route (Cramp et al. 1985). The

Arabian Gulf is not included in its normal migration route.

Other records from the Gulf
The species is rare in eastern Arabia. There are five records from Oman (Oman

Bird List ed. 4. 1994) and five from Bahrain (Nightingale & Hill 1993)). In Saudi Arabia the
species is an irregular, or possibly regular migrant in small numbers (P.Symens pers.comm.).
Stagg (1985) does not mention it as occurring in south-western Saudi Arabia, but Stagg
(1987) mentions three records from the Riyadh region. Table 1. shows the monthly

distribution of these.

S|

0 1 i 1 1
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Table 1. The occurrence of Black Tern Chlidonias niger in the UAE, Oman, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

These two records have been accepted by the Emirates Bird Records Committee as
the first and second records.
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THE FIRST RECORD OF
GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Erik Hirschfeld

PV S, et

Golden Plover (foreground) with group
of Pacific Golden Plovers

) On the morning of the 30th October 1993 I was busy ringing birds at Al Wathba
Prison pools. I had completed a couple of rounds of the nets when I flushed a group of birds
fr'om a pool at about 7.00h. The majority of them were Black-winged Stilts Himantopus
himantopus with some Ruff Philomachus pugnax, Little Stints Calidris minutus and a few
Fluck ./inati‘dae. One wader flew towards me instead of flying away and, without binoculars I
identified it as a plover thinking, from its bulk, it was probably a Grey Plover Pluvialis
._squat_arola. I did not have to wonder much longer as it almost immediately called, and
1c.1ent1ﬁed itself as a Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria. The bird stayed in the vicinity (;f the
site until at least January 1994 and was seen by several other birders.

Description

‘ A bulky bird, rather unlike the slender, normally occurring Pacific Golden Plovers
Plluvzalis Sfulva. .It had a rather square head and thicker wing-bases than Pacific and further
dlft.'ered.by haVLpg c_ompletely white underwing and axillaries (grey in Pacific) and broad
white wingbars in flight (can sometimes be present on Pacific Golden Plover). It called on z;
number of occasions, a mellow whistling "pieeew", completely different from Pacific's rather
shor@ and Spotted Redshank-like "chewitt". On at least one occasion the bird was seen
feeding close to a Pacific Golden Plover, when the bulkiness in size of the Golden Plover was
apparent, and on another occasion next to a (much bulkier) Grey Plover.

Distribution
Golden Plover breeds from western Euro; i in Siberi
) tde it | pe to approximately 100°E in Siberia,
wintering in western E_urope, the Mediterranean and on the south shores of the Caspian Sea
(Cramp er al 1983). It is a common winter visitor in Iran (Scott 1994).

Occurrence in the Gulf
It is considered a scarce visitor to the Arabian Gulf stat i i

overlookeld dge to the regular presence of the more common Pacific Go‘leszenplg’ls:rzlg ixil twti;ftl;S
The species is considered an irregular passage migrant in Saudi Arabia, mainly on coasts.
Margh to April and August to November (P.Symens pers.comm.). Staég (1985 & 1987)
n}eptlons only one record (March) from south-western Saudi Arabia and considers it as a rare
v1.51t01.r to the Rlyadh region with two certain records in September and November
nghtlngale & Hill (1993) list five records for Bahrain December to March and there are ﬁvé
records in Oman October to January (Oman Bird List Ed.4 1994). One was reported at the
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Emirates golf course in Dubai on st March 1994 (S.Aspinall pers.comm.), and is likely to
become the second record for the UAE.
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THE BLYTH'S PIPIT STORY

Steve James

I want you to imagine a birdwatcher's nightmare, even worse than an eight-hour
seawatch on the North Sea coast in winter. You leave for five minutes and on your return
you've missed it, that bird of the day, that bird of the season - a lifer! You sit down sur-
rounded by six smirking friends, all trying to play down the dream sighting - that you missed!
The nightmare is just beginning.

It has happened to us all. My nightmare was on 5th November 1992 as I was walk-
ing around Abu Dhabi racecourse and I flushed an unidentified pipit, that just looked 'odd".
You set up your tripod and look through your telescope, slowly, your body goes rigid, the
hairs on the back of your neck stand out and despite the Arabian heat, a chill wind blows on
to your heart. You realise that you are all alone, that you are looking at a first for the United
Arab Emirates and Arabia, but how do you prove it? You take rapid notes with a shaking
hand and slowly check of all the ID features. Subtle as they are, your first impressions turn to
cold, hard certainty. You've done it! You have discovered a bird seen only a few times before
out of its Central Asian stronghold. The enigmatic Blyth's Pipit (Anthus godlewskii) has cho-
sen this spot to materialise, to write itself into the omnithological record books! You walk
closer, that extra pace does it - its head goes up and it takes flight.. This time different from

before; it starts to climb and climb, rapidly gaining height, eventually flying high to the south,
taking with it your dreams and any chance of the record being accepted by the omnithological
community. Sth November 1992, a good day for your dreams to be blown away in the wind.
Of course, the rest is history, a one observer's sighting, no previous experience of
the species, despite arriving on the same day as two White-capped Buntings (Emberiza

Emirates Bird Report: 18

:;q:cat:t(‘ii) in Ifﬁbai, the record is f:onfmed to the ornithological backwaters of uncertainty: a

" (_:? - record! Man‘ y of you reac_img this will have had similar experiences. But what do y;)u

dor ;u a.redcertam, but the .ra.nties committee are not - and they have the last word ]};ut
pha an:)) tYI%; B(;EP&&;n;:var :is, you go back, you work your area regularly, you wait ané you

s Pipi i i i
rBoords 1t I AT pit, and another and another! And so unfolds the incredible series of
Eleven months later, I was again bi i i i

] gain birdwatching Abu Dhabi racecourse, in fact within

:ln pun;dhrcd metres of' the 1?92 sighting. This time I flushed a Tawny Pipit (Anthus campes-
has), e: a Richard's (.A.nchard‘i). Great to have them side by side for comparison. Then it
; bggfm_e . A dark-looking, heax_'lly streaked, short-tailed pipit flicked into the air and flew
all b :c:lg1ht¥ I;lelres before landing again. It would probably have gone un-noticed but for its
el ot9t’11 ollowed by a sht}rp 'c!lep'. In my experience pipits do not give funny calls, in
vl be :) e sgfest ways of identifying them is on their flight calls - sure they have v;ri-
landne’d l;n‘;;l:o:ntg'r;h \:ntlun a ie]:n standard, which can be easily learnt. Even before the bird

5 ight vie i i i
looking ot & BIv ry WS, ew that life had come full circle and that once again I was
Dusk on 11th October 1993 was not a i i i i
) : good time to claim a rarity, especiall -
cies that had merited so much debate in the not i s 1 took 6 o1
: - m -so-distant past!

lowiniaeacsipn B b past! Nevertheless I took the fol-

Size/shape: Size was slightly bi ipi

- " y bigger than Tawny Pipit, but much smaller th i i

e | " er than the accompan Ri ¥
h;]:zeg‘lxuni fe:t:;; g\:asne:;:n;il))l; ;o;:ceable l;md, mcrhedibly, the bird could be picked out ﬁ, ﬂ);lgnl{gt at ‘;)}1::1 :

; : * It was also much shorter legged and shorter tailed th: i 's Pipi
This short ailed apoemeanen v . uch < L8 er tailed than Richard's Pipit.
ery noticeable in flight, but also quite useful when the bird
ground. The head was very rounded and both the head and the bill were much smaller than chh:rd;v;sip(i’tn the

Plumage differences from Richard's Pi i i

hur : ‘ pit: The bird was in first-wi i

ail/nulalr t(l) Richard's Pipit. However, the differences from chhlzrdl':min::;:;'plumage’ i i
paler lores .

b/ smaller and less distinct ili i i
pelm gt p; inct supercilium, being much shorter behind the eye and not as broad.
& sl ! .
slightly less streaked on the upper breast and without the coalescing of the streaks at the sides of the breast

At the time, in the fading light I could disce i
X tn no other noticeable di i
plu'mage. I'knew to look for the pattern of the median coverts but on both Btleythl'mam:i1 Rich.
ard's they looked the same. " o9 Rl
The three species of pipit were flushed at lea i i
. . st 6 times. The Richard's Pipit
:;}:1 ﬁzrilneaalrghght call, so (c)lften heard in the United Kingdom - a very loud shrill ’sérr)(l:e;?&ea(:
over a great distance. The Tawny Pipit called th 1'schlip' fli
Blyth's Pipit called a distinct * ' cler than Ristordts Lo s e
pschloo’, much softer and quieter than Richard'

loudness of a Tawny Pipit call. On eve; 1 s s it call s ot fhe
loudn ' 1l Ty occasion this 'psclhoo’ flight call was followed
chep', pm’ll';ul?arll;ﬂl:po; lrfmdmg. However, sometimes the 'chep' call was heard al(c))nzwe e

e 's Pipit was more slender than the fat i i 's Pipit

: ' ! ' , pot-bellied Richard's Pipit and had
?n :::r:kzﬁgn;ld c;ltl'li*uli(gle, lac;ikmg the upright stance of Richard's Pipit. The glyth‘s w:s

. ki ckly made use of the longer grass. In i i jizz i

quite remx;lhscent of Tree Pipit (Anthus tn'vz'alis).g Bress. In (eecing scton and iz It was

e bill on the Blyth's Pipit was in di

. _ L pale, slender and small and when seen in direct

comparison with the more robust Richard's Pipit, the compariso%was startling. The legs \:::rce
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pale flesh, like Richard's but much shorter and when on sand, or perched on a nearby fence,

the hind claw was much shorter than that of Richard's.
Upon arriving home, I rang a couple of friends to inform them that I was pretty
certain I had found a Blyth's Pipit. Due to work I could not visit the site until late afternoon

the following day. However Erik Hirschfeld promised to take a look in the morning.
EH phoned me the next day to inform me that he too thought the bird was a Blyth's
for ‘joint observation' in the afternoon. This time the light was

Pipit and we arranged to meet ‘
excellent and the bird more approachable. Also the Richard's Pipit was still present for direct
comparison. A much fuller set of field notes were made, by both observers and over a

hundred photographs were taken.
The 13th October saw me once again just taking another look and I was pleased 1

did, I was seeing double, there were two Blyth's Pipits present. Other observers confirmed the
two birds stayed in the same place until 6th November.

sighting the next day and the
Incredibly I found a third Blyth's Pipit at Mushref Palace gardens (500 metres away) on 18th

October, at the same time as the two were still present at the racecourse.
5th November saw Erik Hirschfeld, Andrew Ross and the author birdwatching at Al

Wathba camel racetrack. EH discovered an interesting looking pipit and attracted the
attention of the other observers. The bird was watched closely and confirmed as a Blyth's
Pipit. It then flew giving the characteristic flight call and landed next to two more Blyth's
Pipits! After close study, we noted one bird was an adult and the other two were first-winter
birds, There were also many Tawny Pipits and one Richard's Pipit for direct comparison.

6th November saw me again birdwatching Abu Dhabi racecourse and a Blyth's Pipit
was present.
Unfortunately Al Wathba was not visited again until 19th November when two
first-winter Blyth's were found by the author and Rob Quested. Al Wathba was infrequently
visited during the next two months and there were no more records until an amazing five
birds were discovered together on 13th February 1994 by EH and the author. I also found
another one at Abu Dhabi racecourse on 17th March. EH discovered three birds at the
Fujeirah National Dairy Farm, Dibba on 27th March. Finally, a party of visiting British
birders found two still at Al Wathba on 29th March.

CONCLUSION
Since the first accepted record in October 1993 there have been many records of

Blyth's Pipit in the Emirates, comprising a minimum of *fifteen individuals. Unless 1993 was
an exceptional year, it would seem that Blyth's Pipit is a scarce but regular passage migrant
and possible winter visitor to the area. Observers in neighbouring states should look out for
Blyth's Pipit as it seems highly likely that it occurs as a visitor throughout Eastern Arabia.

Steve James, c/o ADNOC, P.O. Box 898/13, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

*possibly more than this at time of going to press - Ed.
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FIRST BLYTH'S REED WARBLERS
Acrocephalus dumetorum
IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

" o Erik Hirschfeld

On . .
Dubai, ot partﬂffnﬂl-;nllqlzﬁ :lfal &1; vSIEIhn Ilvzf[ay 1991:1 (I: w:lsfnnging migrants at Zabeel fish ponds
e : esearch Center's ringing scheme. My mai .
o t?gl ??:?e(‘:’t&;a;bt:lers A. pglustns, a species which was passing through uzl gr:al?ntaurrlfs;r‘:ai
ot k;apt At ? nets in th'e dark, and in my first catch caught fifteen Marsh Warbler:
but thought they W;'reotr)0 St;m}; tmllle.“}At l;)17.2Oh I extracted two Acrocephalus' from one net’
arsh Warblers at the time. I cleared th i 1

then came back to one of these warblers. As soon as I measured the “anacakxll(c)igszfvbﬂl:g qund
mg

above the eye, no dark line bordering the top of the supercilium.

I'kept the bird for half an hour a
s I knew that Colin Rich i
and both CR and myself took several photos of it before releasing (i:t.ardson old e laer

Additiomzl):irds trapped on Murawah Island
of Jan Lontk(?vlfsifr:ﬁ%gum 1994 Fhe Abu Dhabi Shorebird Project ringing team, consistin
i e i, cdael Skakuj, Tadeusz Stawarczyk and myself were on Mu’rawah :
i o arr;un(gl gla er ‘sttfdy. As there were some migrant passerines around we ereptrez
g rets al(lir:l . ai (l;utl‘}::)m'gs anc.il caught one juvenile Blyth's Reed Warbler on the 203id
ug ; Juveniles on the morning of iX i
y ing of 24th Au,
1 (:Z}til;ai r\;esr;n xi-xlngetd ;)}111 I\gmt-)awah between 28th August and 11th Seﬁr:r;bgfo'i‘hlfgs: lg’ lcxil-
ar to the Dubai individual and w: ing ring red

aa milar ere released after be

or most individuals, photographed (see Plates 7 & 8). At the sa‘:ngert?xizd’tzsal;l;zd

1 U S lmg € BlaCk-hCaded p
Coloi ed tar S and on Bu.ll[ulg WEre present on N[llIaWah, Hldlca[mg a

113



114

Emirates Bird Report: 18

Aoan sD Range n
(1
11
70 59-65

6 11
Wing 127 16 gy 10
notch 48.5 1.3 47- 6
3p 51.3 23 278 11
Tail 17'4 08 16.1-19.0 9

- 3.5-4.5
o 4.2 " 20.7-24.5 1
Bill width 6 11 7.24. 1
Tarsus " 17 0.1 1.4-19
Tarsus wid! ’

Blyth's Reed Warblers Acrocephalus dumetorum recorded in the UAE in 1994.

Table 1. Measurements of the first eleven third primary and bill is measured to skull.

Notch is measured on the second primary, 3P is the length of the

Dismbutgll;th's Reed Warbler breeds in a belt stretching from the Baltic states to central

e
iberia, with the southern-most populations in northem Iran (Cramp etlal 1 19119;,23;);“0?:1‘?15
i;rtsn 2} Siberia it is an extremely common bird (pers.ob(si) i‘miattl;eht:;;aan%o& ot gt
i irds leaving their breeding grounds in late . :
fpe::i;st;:inug geualft;gr: f?;rnc:s P:lz:istai to Burma, and return to their breeding areas in May
0

(Cramp et al 1992).

Records ig;::;:)b:; al (1992) does not mention Arabia as belonging to this species’ normal

. . @
ioration route and suggests that wintering reports from trf)pwaI Affica vgroba(t;lgsngzrm 0
micident African Reed Warbler A. baeticatus. In Kuwait, Bundy & Warr ot i
el e d t?birds examined in the hand between April and ear!y .'Tune, one 5 y,1 one
e and one (S) tember" and there is one record each from Ba;lram' in Sf:ptem g
?I\lllig;;xsttina;ﬁeo;e}ﬁ;pl 993) and from Oman in April 1986 ((fimanSBu: I‘;:rst bei(:txortlw 40)'[rappgd
. comm.) mentions these records from Saudi Arabia. ...IWo :
in the Ri P;lsy::gegwsn(zfe ’;audi Ara)bia in October 1991, and aanthgr three tr;zpplfdd.m :;;{:;é
Toth duges Sth September 1992. PH suggests that the species is an overlooked, p o
" Aug!{SI tot lon; Zmd adjacent to the Arabian Gulf, which endgrses these UAE éeco 1&
l:l?hg:lsa;ex:i:gsr ?s‘ nz:)tor%ously difficult to identify in the field (eg Ellis et al 1994) and wou
therelore be;\asygtl(l) ggﬂ;ﬁ:ﬁ: Zn;:;fll:it? :fe?::l;l.t claims of this species from the ﬁetz_lctlhxlg
Abu Dhat‘;xil tt(:: above individuals constituted the ﬁrst'acceptable folr Llsxf. ﬂc];)::trzn:in oy
i , ction with this it should also be mentioned that a e:h P ,the inged,
odivid: Iil i)(:elll'lgfed to be this species were seen in the field on Murawah during el
u}dljlldua o ctland several individuals were heard singing in reedbeds in Ruwais aro
ns;xlrgl::ncgia}zer:z]:s the autumn records described here (8. Aspinall pers. comm).

Acknowleéihg ei:f n;zohammed bin Zayed kindly provided access and accommiodation on
e

Murawah Island. Peter Symens and Simon Aspinall are thanked for their eAsgmlollr)lglg utﬁz
thius.r e(li"rwaﬁ. The Abu Dhabi Shorebird Project was sponsored by ADCO, ,
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NOT MORE NEW BARD NAMES

Colin Richardson

A good friend of mine (a member of the Bard Records Committee indeed), called me up the
other day, and said he had his bard records ready for inclusion in the Emirates Bard Report.
"Great!", I said, "pop them in the post and Tl edit them for the report."

A summary follows, the results of his semi-legible handwriting

Greek Flamingo was thriving on Abu al Abyadh, while a Honey Bazzard had been found at Dhaid (unusual
in the north of the country). More astonishing were the numbers of Montagoose Harriers seen on passage at
a number of fodder fields throughout the country. Confirming my suspicions, a pair of Bombany Falcon were
still hanging out at Hanging Gardens, something for the Oman Bard Records Committee to note.
Some interesting waders had been reported at Abu al Abyadh, included the often confused Cobbled
Pratincole and the regularly misidentified Great and Lesser Sadlovers. At inland wetlands, Red-wattled
Larping was found at several nest sites, while migrant Temminck Stork, Little Sit, Curler Sandpiper,
Redhawk and Marsh Sedpiper were usually feeding nearby.
A successful sea-watch turned up a few Sanders Little and Sadwich Terns at Ghagha, while a lot of patience
searching the mountains at Fossil Valley ended in the flushing of a small party of Lichtenwesters
Snodgrasse, the first record from that area.
Still expanding their range, Rose-cupid Parakeet were found at Delma and Ruwais, Proving difficult to find
are those species which are more active at night, including several Night Fars at Abu al Abyadh and a
S.E.oul on Das Island (this Korean subspecies is rarely found so far W) and on other neighbouring islands in
May, while during a visit to George Chapman's garden in July he confirmed breeding of that most charming of
all owls, the Bruce's Scoop Owl.
A couple of Whynecks were found in April, and why not, while at Ras Ghanada there was evidence of a new
breeding species, Lesser short-bred Lark, (a species reared on a very unique diet, it seems).
One of the country's rarest species the Grey Hypocolours turned up in unusual numbers in February at Abu
al Abyadh, while 9 species of wheater were found in Just a few weeks in spring in the Western region. At
Baynunah, a Morning Wheater was regular outside his camp window for several days afier breakfast.
It was a good spring at Merawah for little brown jobs, where several big Greek weed Warblers and a
Glamorous Reed Warbler turned up in beautiful breeding dresses.

In late summer flocks of Brown-nosed Ravens were everywhere, while several pairs Great Gerrys were still
seen at the nest in June.

(Any resemblance to any bird name living or dead is purely co-incidental)

Not the Recorder’s Report 1993
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UNUSUAL EXAMPLES OF KLEPTOPARASITISM

Simon Aspinall

On 22nd May 1994 an Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis was seen pursuing a
bout 30 metres above the ground over the fodder fields at

Crested Lark Galerida cristata 8 . .
Hamraniya (Ras al Khaimah). The lark was seen to be carrying a large food item, probably a

grub, with the roller in hot pursuit about 30 metres above the ground and less than a metre
behind. The chase continued across the open fields with the not specially aerobatic lark prob-

roller, which virtually stalled each time the former manoeuvred when

ably finally foiling the
it was caught up. Aerial piracy is not a food-gathering method known to be used by Indian

Rollers.
Slightly later in the day a Starling Sturnus vulgaris, also carrying a larva, was pur-
sued in the same way by this or a different Indian Roller. Again however, the final result was
not witnessed. There is an abundance of flying prey for rollers at this site but sub-surface
grubs appear to be mostly unavailable to them, whereas larks and starlings seem to have no
problem extricating them from the soil.
On 4th July 1944 a cock House Sparrow Passer domesticus Was S€en chasing a
Rufous Bush Chat Cercotrichas galactotes through and around an unweeded grove of low

wra at Sweihan (Abu Dhabi). The entire chase took place less

date palms Phoenix dactylife
than a metre from the ground with much twisting and turning. On several occasions they both

landed, hopped or ran forward under foliage through which flight was not possible, before

continuing flying again. The chat flew with its legs dangling almost throughout the chase.

This may have aided it elude the sparrow which otherwise frequently got left behind. Had the

former stopped and swallowed the prey itself the sparrow would have surely been out of luck.
However this was food bound for a hungry chick. The chase lasted for nearly two minutes
and ended up with the sparrow successfully stealing the large larva. This was achieved when
the chat, perhaps thinking it had finally shrugged off its pursuer, presented the grub to its

own begging fledgling. At this point the sparrow darting in swiftly from the other side of the
¢y looking morsel out of the adult chat's beak - just as it was

date palm and snatched the jui
Jeaning forward to drop it into the juveniles wide-open gape. This left the bush chat flirting

its tail, its chick still begging and the sparrow departed.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION .
Simon Aspinall would be interested to hear from anyone who witnesses similar ex-

amples of kleptoparasitism in Arabian birds. Also being collected, by the same correspon-
dent, is data on vocal mimicry in the region and he would be interested in receiving any re-
cords anyone is able to provide. All information will be acknowledged and credited accord-

ingly.

Simon Aspinall, National Avian Research Center, P.O. Box 9903, Sweihan, Abu Dhabi, UAE.
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ASIAN WATERFOWL CENSUS

Simon Aspinall & Colin Richardson

JANUARY 1994

The winter count took
9 sites never covered bep;::;: over several days in mid January 1994, and covered 22 sites, i i
42,016 were waders (shorebi gn the annual census. A total of 66,573 birds were countedl mdUdfng
included 4,501 Socotra irds), 'f,‘l‘l‘gsgulls and 1,920 terns. Significant numbers in oth’e(x?f eh
OF the new sites covero dC°'“‘°m ,488 Mallard and 24 Marsh Harriers. groups
The figure included 495 C?nd:t:a ;vmah Island proved to be the most exciting, with 10,775 birds co
Plover and Charadrius plovers and Bmz-md. 90 Great Knot, in addition to significant numbers 0fu n(;led,
Dubai, which was still the key si -tailed Godwit. The numbers closely approached th Ned
76 Bread-billed Sendoiee e for significant numbers of Ringed Plover, FRedshank and Duap
Ramth ip held 78 Black.necked Oaber res b Scarely reported coenbere
Surprising finds included 2 Bewick” again this year, the highest number recorded i
country’s first record ofe [hz ick’s Swans at the Nadd al Shiba golf course lak his s
€ species and the first record in Arabia for many y':::\rsa e. This was the

SEPTEMBER 1994

Following the success of thi
: this year’s winter wildf
migrant ehorebirde o 1S ye: wildfowl census (above), and knowi i
St nd t.helr r(?ha.nce on the country’s wetlands lhe) ,National Am'g s oot
P grea efforts dmto this year’s first official autumn waterfowly count vien Heseareh Center
were virtually identical to th i .
Al Wathos, Bateen oo n O those covered in the January census; missi
e cot e I;le 1 gltt:agzhram 1sla.md area. Of the 20 sites covered,?lew wer;: [:::::L:g oy e
compiled there were a5 expen, :dalnd Mirfa (Harmiyah) and the Creek goif club in Dubai g‘f: tl;uans o
of teons. A comparon ot oo ower numbers of flamingo, wildfowl and gulls but lar.e ben
Purple Heron (1 n Tan'sd) e nu.mbers proved revealing, with 456 Grey Heron (249 'ng n’umbem
of waders, 735 Sandesing (;l;igfesl;ng’lhere must be onward autumn passage for these tl]r;r an'94), 3 1
spectes, anl carly Somhbounlg an'94) and 1199 Turnstone (364 in Jan’94), confirminm::l-u v
difficult to separate and were passage. Curiew Sandpiper, a well-known passage igant, were
may be e e Lt B probal?ly the bulk of the 3463 unidentitied Calidrids ported The saune
Plover and Dustin oo ;,lzvhégs 1t was probably too early for numbers of Bar :ﬂp:dn(e}odmd. Tl'le Grey
pecics have differes oy b4 Gre t.Kno‘ t had managed to reach Merawah from Siberia! D’t1 o
Lo Arabia first and joversion ar; aegl.es. ff.c:>r example, some stop to moult elsewhere ralhel:)lh lffftlErem
. ! rrive first or last d i i ear i
B ! epending on th i
pop! 1on;:§ gf;::lc-brebeedmg waders will include almost ag manyeyso[ilen:e:;\:jsol’lm eoodyear the
' number of waders counted 6in
with so mare 1ot m . was 36,343, compared to 42,016 i
y identified to species we are not yet in a position to produc:a a6c:.|nmJ:12‘l]'aIy 199}\“: i
ive peak total

for a year in the UAE. N
. Nonetheless it is esti
country annually. estimated that one to three million waders pass through the

See Tables on following pages.

TOTAL SUMMARIES FROM TABLES

January 1994 9-11 September 1994

GREBES-CRANES 9
E}VSII‘)U}:%SRS (shorebirds) 4;(’)716 o
36343
TER)&Q 13541 .2360
1920 3300

Total
66,648 43254
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UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

Abu al Abyadh

Ruwais
Merav ah

Dhabiyah

Das Island

Asian Waterfowl Census - January 1994 - non-shorebirds

Al Wathba

Western Lagoon

Eastern Lagoon
Bateen Airp.lagoon

Bahrani island area

Little Grebe

Black-necked Grebe

Great Cormorant

2492

Socotra Cormorant

2000

Night Heron
Little Green Heron

Indian Pond Heron

Cattle Egret
Western Reef Heron

Little Egret
Great White Egret

Grey Heron

1

Purpie Heron

Glossy Ibis
Spoonbill

141 1

36 46

Greater Flamingo
Bewick's Swan

White-fronted Goose

Greylag Goose

Egyptian Goose

Shelduck

Wigeon

Gadwall

20

Teal
Mallard

15

Pintain

25

Shoveler
Pochard

Ferruginous Duck

Tufted Duck

Moorhen

Coot
Common Crane

SUB-TOTAL
Sooty Gull

35 2084 257

35

63

10

467

15

2528

184

Great Black-headed

Black-headed Gull

500

108

Slender-billed Gull

20 422

2390

1557

Yellow-legged/Herring

30 | 376

1000

242

715

Lesser Black-backed

10

Unident. gulls

TOTAL GULLS

0 ‘ 57 918

46

1535

N/C

2632

2564

Gull-billed Tern

Caspian Tern

~25 [ 13

15

Swift Tern

205

Lesser Crested Tern

30 | 110

Sandwich Tern

Saunders' Little Tern
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241. E

Unident. terns

Whiskered Tern

1000

TOTAL TERNS

1 125 129

0

1527

United Arab Emirates e
g K =
H s |e 5 8 s
2B | @ ] o
s g/2)|8(8/%] e g £|%
Sl = 3 2| e E |l o 2 v |8
el B |Z|E|8(8|5| 8|58 (3|2 @
Ela|2lz|z|5|8g|S (2|28 2
&gl - | = § EZ|I8| S 5| & |sjef &
el 2|3 AHEIF IR
ul % |=2|/d|2ls/z|5|2|2 |2z R
2 4 [] 4 21 |Little Grebe
3 2 1178 84 |Black-necked Grebe
63 20 | 41 1 395 |Great Cormorant
3 4501 |Socotra Cormorant
26 27 _ |Night Heron
1 6 Little Green Heron
1 1 Iindian Pond Heron
13 1 62 [Cattle Egret
33 3]7 4116 19 [ & 7 349 |Western Reef Heron
3 5|5 14_ ILittle Egret
21 5|9 51 11 1 1 63 |Great White Egret
1 1 Purple Heron
109 8 |25]|1] 57 7 i 1 5 249 |Grey Heron
1 2 |Glossy Ibis
29 8 11 73 [Spoonbill
2|84 1 57 /18] 19| 182 2 1349 |Greater Flamingo
2 2 |Bewick's Swan
3 |White-fronted Goose
6 18 |Greylag Goose
71 __|Egyptian Goose
2 1 3 {Shelduck
2] 3 [ 13 18 |Wigeon
7 17 24 [Gadwall
9| 47 2 |13 59 15 16| 179 |[Teal
28| 716 140 10 120 450 1486 |Mallard
18 2 2 3 27 _ |Pintail
4 | 56 1 87 |Shoveler
3 3|14 12 [Pochard .
1 2__|Ferruginous Duck
1] 3 4 [Tufted Duck
7 [Moorthen T T *
6 431 |29 [Coot
_3_ |Common Crane |
62 1885 49 244 474 31 109 339 9 11 479 6 9171 SUB-TOTAL
| | 35 |SootyGull
2 8 166 11 | 61123 | " | 650 |GreatBiack-headed
650 40 [726 101 830 i 2982 |Black-headed Gull
172 1] 1 647 2 | 5258 |Slender-billed Gull
1 29 | 25 [130] 781 __| 3355 |Yellow-legged/Herring
1 |11 |Lesser Black-backed _
] | 1250 r [ 1250 |Unident. gulls
0 824 N/C 60 727 1 | 842 1286 : 292 1736 0 0 13541 ! TOTAL GULLS
|
10 3 1/ 4 3 22 |Gull-billed Tern
17 2 | 77 [Caspian Tern
- 1 | 2 |Swift Tern
345 |Lesser Crested Tern
12 - 11 92 [Sandwich Tern
o 4 4 | 342 |Saunders' Little Tern |
15 3 o | 19 [Whiskered Tern
. 21 | 1021 [Unident. terns
0 39 0 3 15 1 11 30 1 1 0 o I 1920 TOTAL TERNS
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Asian Waterfowl Census - January 1994 - shorebirds

&
g AR
UNITED ARAB s 2 o 'e‘_ S =
2 TV lw| J < - 0 a
EMIRATES £ 2 £ |g|a - S
ol § | < S IS s{E|E|ec|E| a
1 3 ] = |Bwlg| @ ] @ e [
z| O 5 T a2 |5 | 8= S
3 Q 2 £ || @ © © © £
x| = < 8 |o|<|S |w | o | m X
Oystercatcher 83 54 57 2 27 | 124
Black-winged Stilt 2 2
Crab Plover 495 6
Little Pratincole
Ringed Plover 1 1 1 21|76 | 35| 1 494
Little Ringed Plover 1
Kentish Plover 146 | 169 | 645 120) 25 |150| 3 1700
Lesser Sand Plover 1145| 996 | 185 5 | 19 | 350
Greater Sand Plover 130 | 69 | 120 1
Charadrius sp. 1290 | 1654
Caspian Plover 1
Pacific Golden Plover 4 46 51
Grey Plover 693 | 213 | 163 7 2 4 6 730
Red-wattled Lapwing
White-tailed Plover
Lapwing
Great Knot 90 7
Sanderling 112 | 35 29 55 1
Little Stint 1 4 12 68| 8 |50 | 1 537
Temminck's Stint 6
Curlew Sandpiper 12 | 558 | 33 26 | 101 3 270
Dunlin 2095 | 1207 | 777 241 9 8 | 3200
Broad-billed Sandpiper 15 76
Ruff 7
Jack Snipe 1
Common Snipe 2| 67
Pintail Snipe
Black-tailed Godwit 50
Bar-tailed Godwit 1704 | 716 | 257 3 | 90 107 | 1500
Whimbrel 23 86 1 16 1
Curlew 26 | 165 | 22 14 | 2 7 | 24 3
Redshank 1] 351 | 915 | 58 79 | 67 | 130 1175
Marsh Sandpiper
Greenshank 63 78 36 2 | 37 4
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Terek Sandpiper 2 67 7 16| 4 118
Common Sandpiper 1 1 1 4 | 37| 2 3
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Notes and News

A SUCCESSFUL AUTUMN

Erik Hirschfeld, organiser of th
successful 1994 autumn. The proj
migrants, counting wader popula

is year's Abu Dhabi Shorebird Project (ADSP), has announced a very
ect team’s brief included trapping and measuring shorebirds and other
tions and examining samples to identify the invertebrate population
in the intertidal mud. The team, including top field ornithologists from Poland, France and Holland,
was based on Murawah Island covered as much shoreline as was accessible. The results of the autumn
survey have not yet been fully analysed but certainly confirm NARC's findings that Abu Dhabi Emirate
holds a much larger population of shorebirds than was previously believed.

A total of 466 birds of 58 different species were trapped. Of the 300 shorebirds ringed, the most
common was Bar-tailed Godwit, followed by Sanderling, Grey Plover, Lesser Sand Plover and Dunlin.
Four new species for the country were discovered during the period of the survey from late August to
mid September, River Warbler, Kittlitz's Sand Plover, Red-necked Stint and Lesser Noddy. A parallel
study of Broad-billed Sandpipers discovered the presence of 2 colour-ringed birds, known to have been
ringed by teams on the Black Sea, so providing additional evidence of a central Asian flyway for this
species.

The species and numbers of birds ringed:

Little Green Heron 1 Common Tern 1 Reed Warbler 1
Crab Plover 14 White-cheeked Tern 1 Clamorous Reed Warbler 8
Oystercatcher 8 Saunders’ Little Tern 2 Blackcap 1
Kentish Plover 22 Turtle Dove 1 Garden Warbler 2
Ringed Plover 2 Hoopoe 5 Common Whitethroat 3
Greater Sand Plover 2 Wryneck 1 Lesser Whitethroat 3
Lesser Sand Plover 38 Hoopoe Lark 1 Desert Lesser Whitethroat 8
Grey Plover 42 Blyth's Pipit 1 Menetries' Warbler 5
Sanderling 47 Yellow Wagtail 1 Willow Warbler 1
Dunlin 38 Swallow 6 Spotted Flycatcher 3
Curlew Sandpiper 16 Sand Martin 2 Golden Oriole 1
Little Stint 2 House Martin 1 Great Grey Shrike 3
Bar-tailed Godwit 56 Rufous Bush Chat 1 Isabelline Shrike 1
Whimbrel 3 Olivaceous Warbler 20 Woodchat Shrike 1
Greenshank 1 River Warbler 1 Common Rosefinch 4
Redshank 10 Savi's Warbler 1 Yellow-throated Sparrow 6
Common Sandpiper 2 Citrine Wagtail 2 Ortolan Bunting 4
Black-headed Bunting 1

Great Reed Warbler 1
Blyth's Reed Warbler 10
Marsh Warbler 1

Terek Sandpiper 9
Turnstone 4
Slender-billed Gull 1

Among the exciting discoveries, a (possibly) regular autumn migration route over the south-western
Gulf island (off Abu Dhabi emirate) for Blyth’s Reed Warbler was suspected, judging by the trapping
of ten individuals on Murawah Island from late August to September (see page 113). Large numbers
of Great Knot, with over 600 being unprecedented, were found regularly on the mudflats off Murawah
Island in September. Unfortunately none were ringed but new theories as o their status and occurrence
are already in preparation. While in Abu Dhabi in August (1994), Erik Hirschfeld trapped two Reed
Warblers which he had ringed only the previous spring. One had been caught at exactly the same
location in Bateen Wood in April 1994 and the other even more astonishingly had been ringed at its
breeding site in Dubai, 160 kms distant, in May 1994. This dynamic migrant had only started breeding
in the country in 1992 so it was interesting to be able to log its migration route so quickly!

Erik Hirschfeld co-ordinated the input from a number of national and international sponsors, including
ETISALAT, Total oil, LOT Polish airlines and the National Avian Research Center (NARC). NARC
and the Wildlife Research Centre in Dubai hope to pool their resources in a similar project focussing

on the Broad-billed Sandpiper in spring 1995.
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Findings from the study wi i i
: ly will be published in a number of i ional j
the project will be published by the ADSP this winter o ntematonsl ourmals and s fna porton

Se
e also page 92 for a report on phase I of the project which commenced in autumn 1993

?AMRITIES COMMITTEE FORMED IN KUWAIT
n March 1994 an initiative was taken to establi iti
! blish a rarities committee i i
Kuw . . . » esta mittee in Kuwait and the newl
Com%:xl]titzzn(l;:)}:;“:?g;czl é;anltlcs Flommlttee (KORC) held its first meeting on 3rd April 1%9‘::6?1[;‘1
Sorretaes conie e t Er es Pllcher.a.s Chairman and agreed that during the first year the du[;es :
Peter Crgwan s ';‘h S;’ ;; :;p;ﬁ::at P(C;SthIOI‘). The three other members complete the Committee inclu:e
) S. T and George Gregory (who replaced Bryon Wright i
N : > ght in October 1
heir inclufil::; flil:C:::)en ?:E) tht: Committee is to assess reports of rare birds in Kuwait with a:i:;vgt)c;
international meeti . “" ry LlSI-‘ It W.l“ operate according to the guidelines agreed at th,
than optimal mexxlltl;leg r:hi?:l;?Kcooil;lémtees in the Netherlands in October 1991. Because of its smallef
. will call on expertise ice. i

Guideli itish Bi . pertise as a regular practice, in accorda i
o cline 11 (British Birds 86:301-30. 1993). The Committee will also undertake a revi nce with

ceptional records as recommended in Guideline 8. review of old,

Observers are requested to submit thei i
Medicine, P.O. Box 24523 Sutat. Kot €ir records to Professor Charles Pilcher, Faculty of

SHARJAH DESERT MUSEUM

Work on a desert park and natural history museu i i
qomk on @ ' : m beside the Dhaid highway, abo
and?:irl }seahtll(liley a“:, 3:] It)'xél;s(l:fe:)llﬁarly in 1995 The museum will be the ﬁrstg of iz’s kindu:n?’?h:n:(')lf::m
ot pioeemlibe §on e;specnal video and visual effects plus bird and animal displays. Thl?:,
epicee will be 2 lan Guﬁeofloorama, a huge model cross-section of Sharjah emirate from the
mounted bird dreptage. Thes i man fca.tunng photographs of over 30 bird species and several
Kiafioner o b Ot.h The e wi be emphasis on Khor Kalba, the last st nghold of White-collared
Commmn; S Other p;‘mm whose ranges are mostly restricted to Arabia including Socotra
The projec; is a joint ventuere iir:s:igs::: l}:; I;:tiiei{?: mc’jszEalear barioh an o G

: 3 son Buckle of Sharj
concepts in London, for HH The Ruler of Sharjah. Local advisors on tgzr;?giczair::cefuiagﬁ:ﬁsa]ﬁ

Gross (mammals and taxidermy), Marij
Richarsson (oinds) y), Marijcke Jongbloed (general, including mammals) and Colin

?hsm WA:VTERFOM CENSUS 1987-91
an
(IWRB) hav:gzgﬁsl::;eau {AWB) and the International Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Bureau
began in 1987. The 32 ’::ll.mm.ary of the resulls of all the waterfowl census’ undertaken since th
in the west to japan o ttt’lae e';’;i’a;;"dgfiggﬂgﬁ; ]?lt;sttl::l As?;{ region stretch from Iraq and Saudi Arab?zf
in the ) ’ and Mongolia in the north to P i
Ramsas:lclitgt é?-il;ov%::-:e: 3,;(:9 \.Netlapds were cv?unted at least once, covering 299 spez::li):sa;g :v:tf:fgl;f
the appendices, Five si:; o ldentlfy sites of international importance and these are listed in one oé
destroyed (Kho.r Khan ans le'eGiredned to the United Arab Emirates, 2 of which have since been
1% of the region’s breedin ;"- Lakes). Al Ghar lake held at a peak, 490 Black-winged Stilts (over
Gulls (1) in January 1991 go [.E(:;l)]u ation) wh}le Khor Khan was unique in hosting 49,000 Black-headed
Lesser Sand Plover Kem'i .- e other 3 snte§, Khor Dubai is recognised for its high populations of
Beidah and Dhabi :;h f sh Hover, Broad-billed Sandpiper and Black-headed Gull, while Khor al
The 372 page Ad.sized re [h::lrlglg:xaverage numbers of wintering Lesser Sand Plover.
The Asian Waterfowl Cen.nl:so 19597 91: 983-9663-13-5), contains over 200 excellent maps and is entitled
Perennou, Taej Mundkur and 21: Distribution and status of Asian Waterfowl, authored by Christian
Burean, Lnstitete of Ad an Dert?k Scot.t and is available from: The Sales Unit, Asian Wetland
Malaysi’a rice (incl d.vanced Studies, University of Malaya, Lembah Pantai, 59100 Kuala Lumpur
» price (including p&p) $31 Surface or $39 Airmail (rates applicable o Arabia/Asia onl;)). ’
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RINGING RECOVERIES

A Great Black-headed Gull L.ichthyaetus was found shot on Jumeirah beach, Dubai on 9th January
carried a Moscow ring, trapped as a juvenile in the Astrakhan delta on 25th January 1991. This
reinforces the knowledge that most of this species, common in late winter in the UAE comes from
breeding colonies along the northern Caspian Sea. Peter Hellyer kindly dealt with all correspondence

with the BTO and passed the information to the EBRC.

The other two were as follows:

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Ringed: One adult ringed Bateen Wood, Abu Dhabi 10th April 1994, by Erik Hirschfeld.

Controlled: Bateen Wood 25th August 1994 by the Abu Dhabi Shorebird Project.

Reed Warbler A.scirpaceus

Ringed: One breeding adult (brood patch noted) Zabeel fish ponds, Dubai 4th May 1994 by EH
Controlled: Bateen Wood 1st September 1994 by ADSP.

These two exciting trappings show that (at least some) migrating Reed Warblers use Batten Wood
during their northbound and southbound migration. In addition, an adult ringed at one of Arabia’s only
known breeding sites, in Dubai, migrated south after breeding to be caught in Abu Dhabi over 150 km.
away in Abu Dhabi. We now have a precise departure date of a breeding Reed Warbler from its nest

site in Dubai.

MEWI (Middle East Wetlands Inventory)

An inventory of Middle East wetlands is being prepared jointly by IUCN, the Ramsar Convention
bureau, IWRB and BirdLife International, with funding from WWF. A single volume entitled "A
Directory of Wetlands in the Middle East’ is due to be published by mid 1995. All sites of national and
international importance will be documented for each country. Within the UAE 24 such sites were
identified, these varying in size from less than 200 ha. to 478,000 ha. Any area to six metres below sea
level is eligible for inclusion. The UAE section was prepared by the National Avian Research Center,
with individual sites accounts written by Simon Aspinall, Peter Hellyer, Marijcke Jongbloed and Colin

Richardson. Contributed by Simon Aspinall.

ISLAND SURVEYS
NARC's rolling programme of visits to western Abu Dhabi islands continued in 1994. Simon Aspinall,

Kara Rawden, Colin Richardson and Maarten Verhage took part in a two-week cruise in June which
surveyed the breeding wildlife of some forty different islands. Many were being landed on by such.a
survey hit-squad for the first time. The results, to be published in full in due course, showed vastly
more seabirds than had been expected: Bridled Terns Sterna anaethetus >40,000 pairs, White-cheeked
Tern S.repressa >21,000 pairs, Lesser Crested Tern S.benghalensis 24,500 pairs and Swift Tern S.Bergii
1256 pairs. Sooty Gull Larus hemprichii was newly found on Dayinah (20+ pairs) which, together with
the 215 pairs on the well-known Qarnayn, constitute the only two Arabian Gulf colonies. Certain
islands excelled, notably Qarnayn with 14,600 pairs of Bridled Tern, 20,000 pairs of Lesser Crested
Tern and the UAE's sole Swift Tern colony; Ushsh and Ghasha each with over 2700 pairs of White-
cheeked Tern and the latter also with c.6500 pairs of Bridled Tern. Muhaiyimat with 4050 pairs of
Lesser Crested Tern (see Plate 15) and Dayinah with over 6500 pairs of both White-cheeked and
Bridled Terns to name just a few. All these colonies represent internationally important concentrations
of those species names. The data obtained so timely was incorporated in MEWI accounts (see above).
New breeding sites were found of Socotra Cormorant Phalacrocorax nigrogularis although these will
require surveying in their winter breeding season. Other finds included 12-15 pairs of Sooty Falcon
Falco concolor, no fewer than ten islands with turtle nesting beaches and a herd of Dugong Dugong
dugon west of Abu al Abyadh. Archaeological sites were also noted.

All was not rosy however and several islands known to have been important for seabirds in the past
were found sadly, to be completely abandoned. These included Zirku, Arzanah and Delma. The rapid
survey has laid foundation for follow-up surveys, monitoring and research and very importantly
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d eXIStmg and po P! rOgr,
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ldelltlhe tential thr c€ats in €ac ite thus allowmg a prioritised conservation pro; amm

OIN'I'ERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH
N ol:o fr(:CC(;TRA CORMORANT Phalacrocorax nigrogularis
iz € gg;—::t(;i En'cli;mlc to Arab-ia and all but one of its presently known breeding colonjes [;
- A N€re are possibly now only eleven extant colonies from a historical minli::fuIle
m

BIRDS IN BAHRAIN
A3 igrati
1990):;?- ;:Izdg'e ::, t:sc nga:xc;n bp;lgems and status of all the birds found on Bahrain during the period
. ! nte rik Hirschfeld and will shortly be i
1 ‘ ublished. i
information following the publication of the standard work by Izightir:lgall: ; Hli:lc(olrg;;;s f[(’;me e
. There are

b ks on Bah in rdlife ill enti I t (53 eir lslall(l, I he
OO0, rain’s bird € W, ntice the authoritles in B, hrai
; - anrain to take ore care of their j;
book contains a l.'lumbel of line dlawmgs by young Swedlsh artist l‘ﬁ:l]; Larsson For more de[al‘]s
please contact Erik I{IISChteld, Sodra I orstadsgatan 62, S'le 43 Malmo Sweden.
) .

BAM BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
; glvrvq“recor?s c;)mmittee has been set up in Bahrain under the chairman
1l meet at least annually. Records should be sel
nt to Howard Ki
;vghgc; can be co.ntacle.d on tel: Bahrain 742739. A thorough annotatle((;ncgl;
was published in the May 1994 edition of the Bahrain Natural His

ship of Dr. Saeed Mohamed
the country’s Bird Recorder,
ecklist for the second half of
tory Society Newsletter.

BIRD STAMPS FOR CHRISTMAS

The UAE G i
bindlite T :::ir;l “l"“c;slal éulhonty have commissioned a set of stamps illustrating the country’
v Decembe;:(;l;;}:t 02 ZQllstamps over a period of 5 years. The first of the series wrilllt)l;s
' -cem and will portray Indian Roller, I itt :
l\;&)lht:le-fcnllared Kfng.ﬁsher. A souvenir sheet will feature a ﬂc;cklo;eG(i;::ri?le_e?ter’ e o and
Whez [;alu;d will include Socotra Cormorant, Sooty Falcon, Broad—billeda
reate ; e set for 1.99.4 h.ave been painted by Margaret Henderson. This
Irds stamps and is in line with the Government’s current stress o'n prot

BIRDWATCHING TOURS

s the country’s first ever
€cting the environment.
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Most tours spend about 11 days in the Emirates, visiting all the best bird sites, providing a trip list in
excess of 180 species. The key birds for the autumn tour will be Socotra Cormorant, White-tailed
Plover, White-cheeked Tern, Eastern Pied Wheatear and Plain Leaf Warbler. The tours are organised

by Colin Richardson, who also leads the tours.

EVEN MORE VISITING BIRDWATCHERS
London Bird Report editor Mark Hardwick arrived in the UAE on 25th March 1994 with a group of

colleagues for a birding trip of the Emirates, and left after an intensive 11 days with 189 species under
their belt. According to Mark, the trip was a great success and exceeded all expectations. They were
all amazed to be able to see most of the ’specialities’ well with not another birdwatcher in sight for
most of the time. 34 wader species were welcomed and some of the surprise bonuses included Lanner,
Blyth’s Pipit, Hypocolius, Hume’s Lesser Whitethroat and Spanish Sparrow. Surprisingly absent were
White-throated Robin and Semi-collared Flycatcher. A very informative trip report with maps, itinerary
and species list are available price 5.50 pounds from Mark Hardwick, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote

Road, London N19 5BJ. All sales proceeds will go to OSME.

OCTOBER BIRDWATCH WEEKEND
A dedicated band of observers were mobilised in the UAE during the weekend of 9-10th October 1994,

to log a very respectable (exceptional) 194 species. The highlights included Lappet-faced Vulture,
Lesser Kestrel, Barbary Falcon, Spotted Crake, Houbara, White-tailed Plover, Great & Pintail Snipe,
11 species of terns, Richard’s Pipit, White-throated Robin, Upcher’s & Menetries’ Warbler, Red-
breasted Flycatcher, Masked Shrike, Common Rosefinch and Yellow-throated Sparrow. 36 species were
exclusively recorded in the UAE alone, surprisingly including Pallid Swift, Desert Lark, Lesser Grey
Shrike, Nightingale, Lesser Whitethroat and House Bunting. It seems some migration routes and Afro-
tropical wintering areas need to be concentrated on more during the next World BirdWaich which is

due to take place in 1995.

BBC WILDLIFE DOCUMENTARY ON GOLF COURSE
A BBC film crew spent 4 days in Dubai in late November filming sequences for an edition of the

Natural World production to be screened in March 1995. The episode is entitled Survival of the fittest
and explores the amazing variety of wildlife found on golf courses and other man-made outdoor
sporting facilities. The Emirates golf club was chosen as one of the best examples of this and the
producer, Andrew Cooper, was not disappointed. Over 30 species of birds were featured, many in full-
frame close up, including Cream-coloured Courset, Black-winged Stilt, Pintail Snipe, Little Green Bee-
eater, Stonechat and Isabelline Shrike as well as a number of butterflies, dragonflies and plants. There
is also an amusing item featuring an Ethiopian Hedgehog. More will be revealed in March!

COLOUR-RINGED GULLS
The Voorne Bird Observatory have advised us of a number of projects which took place in summer

1994 involving the placing of coloured rings on gulls’ legs. Observers should look out for Yellow-legged
and Lesser Black-backed Gulls with white, green or orange PVC rings from Holland, black rings from
Latvia, red rings from the Ukraine or white rings on Heuglin’s Gulls from Siberia. If anyone should
see or find such a bird in the Emirates (or elsewhere) they should contact their local bird recorder or

phone the Voorne observatory at: Netherlands (0) 1815-4816.
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ARABIAN WILDLIFE Journals and Newsletters

The first two editions i
of Arabia’s fi ildli . ,
The articles are of irst wildlife magazine Arabian Wildlife have been published in 1994

rea i

e joumj ” ;i;ﬁggze;st,l authored by experts living in the region. The general i

colony in 1993 s v o B0 o theo. l<):o.ntams articles on the failure of the UAE’s Greater I(-l“;j ahfy >
S Evmmary of e progress on s gu lic concern on environmental matters in the UAE well e
Noz e Houbar, Dugones a and 9n mammals and marine life in Oman and Salida' P o
P Al oo 11 2 cg: and moun}am flowers of the UAE. There is a nice article lhAm‘bla.
_by Mike Hil 50 Stans g e Eriksbmh Issues are punctuated by a selection of superb (;::): s
10 preparation, will Toes o Eoy e'n. Is'sue No.3 is due out in December 1994. Issue N p4 opns
Matite et B0, B 121(;;!1;1; t::iA‘:;;:)ia, including the UAE. Subscriptions ogia,i;:: ferrcl)tg

, ) support the Arabian Leopard Trust.

PHOENIX 10
Phoenix 10, published i
. ’ in December 1993 ; N
breeding birds. Compil i _-= conlains many interesting articl ia’
Commission for Wilg;'?d by Mike Jc?nnlngs for the ABBA project and lgar el t?S on £rabia's 255-0dd
ife Conservation and Development in Saudi Arabif y financed by the Nationa]
]

! all Coﬂtﬁbuto g -

, rs and COlTeSpOndeﬂtS, fl'Ol]] ]M.Chae C Jellﬂl’ﬂ S, (:()

ord nator ABBA, 1 Wamem Fhlm, 2W arners Drove, Somersham, Cambridg:tshire] P‘El; 3H Y , UK,.
4 ’

under Phoenix 10).

OMAN BIRD NEWS 15 & 16

A further two editions fj i
illed with a selecti
wore recehved ot ‘ >ction of notes and articles on Om, i i
A o summ:,yi;f?lfep:{lélyc\l/ﬂar u.nex:est is a detailed note on the ::;f:sdo?ra-blal? om.nhology
note on visible miprancs LTS N Om(aJﬂD :ng;lg. scheme in OBN15, while OBN16 con:lz:ig:su: ;S i Sa}ldi
Musdndam oo €s€rt in spring 1980 as well i ist 6 the
°  desert i as articl ing visi
e Record,sgcommmeiuizrlllxzdo&ms w&t:r s waterfowl census. Recent f?r::s:?:ci;frclinlf Vl;“ St
o - sser White-fro, re' ity Oot.
Inereous Bunting and Cretzschmar’s Bunting, rail:fld e ser st g g

compiled by Michael g the Oman list 3 .
Oman. Yy ael Gallagher for the Oman Bird Group, P.0. Bo, ):524t: :.4333 cZn;alr; Bsmli News is
’ , dultanate of

In January 1994 th i
€ Oman Bird Records Committee published Edition 4 of the Oman Bird Li
ist.
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OSME Bulletin 32

The spring 1994 edition included a checklist of the Birds of the Tihama, a most thorough systematic
list of the region’s species, compiled as a result of extensive field work by ornithologists based with the
NCWCD. Around the Region detailed a number of country firsts, including a Roseate Tern (11.9.93)
and a Yellow-breasted Bunting (22.9.93) in Bahrain, a Siberian Rubythroat (9-12.11.93) in Egypt, a
Black Lark (late October) in Israel, a Pied Stonechat (17.10.93) in Saudi Arabia and a White-crowned

Black Wheatear (12.10.93) in Turkey.

SANDGROUSE 14
Running a little behind schedule, but well worth waiting for, Part 2 of Volume 14 (1992) arrived with

us in spring 1994. The Notes were filled with no less than 7 *firsts’ papers (eg Woodpigeon in Egypt,
Bahrain etc.) a clear indication of the new discoveries awaiting all of us when

Plain Leaf Warbler in
Arabia. The Mountain Nightjar story continues, this time the definitive paper on its
lly illustrated in colour by Pascale Symens. Other papers

birding in
Dubai and

identification, status and distribution, beautifu
to be found inside include observations of seabirds off Oman, Greater Flamingos at Khor

an annotated checklist of the birds of Wadi Rima in western Yemen.

BRITISH BIRDS

The most popular issue of the year,
and is packed full of rarity photos. In the last few months there have been
irdwatchers in Arabia, and the UAE in particular. In the March edition there are field tips on how
s and Dusky Warblers in the September issue and Red-billed
reviews, recent reports and of course the

November, contains the BBRC Rare Birds in Britain 1993 report,
a host of articles of interest

tob
to identify Blyth’s Pipit, with, Radde’
Tropicbird in October. Each edition is packed with letters,

mystery bird photo.

BIRDWATCH MAGAZINE
For those of you who are not familiar with the selection of bird magazines and journals available in the

UK (and all are available to overseas subscribers), then take a look at Birdwaich. It seems 1o suit the
average-to-good birder, by providing monthly bird reports, not just from Britain but regularly from the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt and other Middle East points. There are usually good ID papers,
including of particular interest in recent additions, Tringa sandpipers, Booted Warbler (rama and
caligata), those tricky Locustella warblers and the enigmatic ’eastern chats’ (many such as White-
throated Robin are regular in the Emirates). For more information contact the Editor, Dominic

Mitchell in London on fax 081-983 0246.

TRIBULUS
Another two excellent volumes, with a third due in late 1994, have been published recently. This

bulletin of the Emirates Natural History Group is the country’s only journal exclusively covering all
aspects of natural history and is produced with the financial assistance of no less than 27 corporate
sponsors. The lead article in Volume 3:2 (October 1993) describes the discovery and demise of Abu
Dhabi’s breeding Greater Flamingos, while Vol.4:1 (March 1994) holds an account of a survey of the
remote south-western Gulf islands, during which many important bird discoveries were made. There

iles and insects, including one in

are many other articles covering archaeology, plants, mammals, rept
ooty Falcon on Delma Island and details

Arabic. Volume 4:2 (October 1994) features the plight of the S
its status on the remaining undisturbed islands in the vicinity, after a detailed survey by NARC. Each
volume contains a review of the birds found in the UAE during the previous 6 months. Tribulus is

available from Peter Hellyer, P.O. Box 791, Abu Dhabi, UAE or through OSME Sales.
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LIMICOLA

Grebes iy . .
and Great Black-headed Gulls, There[::'e a(l):otzic::;;;:et;denufy o v ectate e necked
Ppapers on juvenile Euro
pean owls and

on how to separate Paddyfield W
' eld Warbler f; known eastern Acrocepha
o parate : rom some of ittle- phalus warblers
nd their sub-species. All captions and article summan‘tgse ;i-tem'sn Engli :35[ roccphalis warble
i glish.

WORLD BIRDWATCH

BlIdL]fe Iﬂtelna[lonal publlshes a ]'()llnd-"p of world blrd conservation in thei 1 We
Cir journa Olld

Birdwatch. The June 199 iti
. 4 edition highli
the on/off shootin, i D reints 2 number of §
2 ban in : issues of concern i i
and the contimain. dedinng}ptr:s, the re?/elanon that 90 species are threat tz !JlrdWatcl_ler'S, e arene
e Shoebill 1 Ugands, Thoees rood newge::e in the Philippines alone
owever, for Halmahera, ag

n-forests and the 26 endemic bird species

, Helsinki’s version irdi
{ ot S of Birding Worl, .
with a Kalba White-collared angﬁsﬁi:aphs of Palearctic interest. Edition numier;r/;‘t lllsually qoniains
on the front cover, painted by Matti Kapanen ( 18 very Arabian,
N (a regular birding

1 h AE . It f T U a rt U, llnl‘u rrastayjan
VISItOr to t e U ) catures the AE inside too, with n article entitled IAE, hai /]
] ] £

Pparatijsi (literally "UAE, Bird s
illustrated with ma " Watchers Paradise’) filling 5 i
ps, photogra L g > pages. There is
graphs and paintings. Tne Journal, entirely in ll?ef;?xt:;sr}? lo " vemen 10o, al
anguage (difficult

for f ) 3 yse a ySte bird olo, a WO
or most o us.....! y also lnCludeS the 199
systematic ]]S[, m ry OIr ph
y Cross rd and a

rather appealing birds ’ i i
Ppotter’s comic strip starring a spitting-image of Dick Forsm S
an. Some good ideas

copies are avai in Ri
- available from Colin Richardson.

Emir i
ates News, foc.uses its Thursday edition on all
Guide! Tl.u's section holds a full round

Homn OE’-‘V COURSE BIRDING WORLD
g World manages 1o publish observer’

rare Sheal Watﬂs, SWlllhoe s | ellel, Rlvel & Blyth S Reed W ar blel,

thrushes so, .
me of which are (arguably) likely vagrants 1o the Gulf Black-faced Bunting and eastern



